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WITIRIBFEBERE  folk dwelling in Zheguo Town, Wenling, Zhejiang
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The folk dwellings in zhao Hebei
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Folk dwellings in Zhejiang
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Folk dwellings in Hangzhou Zhejang

oA KEAKNEE
Folk dwelling of the Bai nationality
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Archway in Jiangsu
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Folk dwellings in Zhejiang
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residence in Guanghan
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Folk dwelling in the eastern part
of Qinghai
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Folk dwellings in Zhejiang
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A TEIURAHIIEE  Folk dwelling in Xishuangbanna, Yunnan
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Folk dwelling in Yunnan
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Tibetan folk dwelling in Babuli, Tibet
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Folk dwellings in Zhejiang
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HILKfEE Folk dwellings in Zhejiang
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Foreword

The traditional Chinese dwelling is the valuable heritage in the treasury of world architectural
art. The rich experience in architectural design accumulated in the thousands of years of the his-
tory of civilization has been expressed in the dwellings throughout the country. We should inherit
the valuable heritage of architectural design tested and handed down to us and apply the outstand-
ing techniques of layout of dwellings in towns and villages to architectural design practice in the
new period so that our architectural design can develop to a higher level and we can walk along a
new way of architectural design on the basis of the historical tradition.

Whatever school of architectural design may be, it is the result of evolution based on the ex-
periences of predecessors. In the long river of history of architecture the Modern Movement is
only a tributary in the developmental period of industrial technology. The schools prevailing now
in the Western world such as contextism and post-modernism have taken a critical attitude to-
wards the bald modern architecture of International Style. The trend of new architectural
thought tries to absorb the quintessence from the tradition to enrich the contemporary modern ar-
chitecture and promotes its development. With its long history and vast territory our motherland
has an abund-ance of traditional experience in the people. The design theories and thoughts of fa-
mous masters in the world happen to express the same view as the design thoughts of our dwell-
ings. This coincidence comes of course from the pursuit of the common law of architectural aes-
thetics, and the practice of our dwellings dates far more earlier than the Western theories. If we
use the Western theories to examine and verify the design of our traditional dwellings and of towns
and villages we shall find that the consummate skills are a bright pear! in the world architectural
art.

Of the different kinds of buildings the civil dwelling is the largest in quantity. If we copy
mechanically foreign experiences and introduce blindly foreign design techniques, we will reap se-
rious evil consequences. One-sided rationalism and simple economic viewpoint have made the ap-
pearance of some of our residential areas stereotyped, stiff and dull, in a depressing environ-
ment. There is an enormous demand for civil housing at present. If the architect starts his work
only for the purpose of fulfilling the required area of the housing, the consequence will be large
numbers of left-over issues hard to solve. The peasants in the vast countryside are getting rich
and more and more of them want to erect their own houses. To greet the high tide of the con-
struction of towns and villages in the country we must make great efforts to sort out and sum up in
good time the experiences in the design of traditional dwellings so as to contribute to the construc-
tion of new dwellings with national and regional characteristics. We should not move the urban
residence to the countryside and further avoid repeating the grave malpractice in the construction
of housing in the city, and create the new patterns of dwellings with traditional style to replace
the monotonous and dull urban houses.

Numerous are experiences in the construction of traditional dwellings which are worth learn-




