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reface

Like it or not, when you engage in conversation
with native speakers, you will often hear them use many
words, phrases, and exclamations that are either
unfamiliar, or don’t seem to have anything to do with
the main content of the conversation. Take, for example,
this short dialogue between a young boy and his mother.
The underlined italics are fillers to ‘connect’ the main
content:

Boy: “You see; I cleaned my room all by myself!”

Mother: “Hubh... so that means, by doing that, you
think it will clear the air? The way I see
it, if you never clean your room, it's you
who has to live with the mess!”
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Use of ‘connectors’ in this way is not unique to the
English language. Many languages use connectors in a
similar fashion. When you are learning and practicing
oral communication in English, it helps to know and un-
derstand how to use the appropriate connectors. They
can be useful in giving you more time to think of what
you want to say, and can make your conversation




flow more smoothly and sound more natural. This is
especially true if you're face-to-face with a native
speaker, or anyone who has a very good command of
English.

As your ability to communicate in English improves,
good comprehension and use of connectors is one of the
factors that will make it evident that you are progressing
on the road to native-speaker English.

Inside these books, we have collected the most com-
moniy used English connectors. They can be used as
fillers to organize your thoughts, or to connect the main
parts of sentences. Some of them may have a meaning,
but often they don't. For example:

"I wanna go home; you know, it’s so boring
here in the office”.
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Got the picture? When we were children, one interest- -

ing pastime was drawing pictures by ‘connecting the dots’.

By using the ‘connectors’ that you will find in these books,
you can connect the ‘dots’ (main content) of your sen-
tences and make your English sound more natural!
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