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Preface

China is a country with long history. It created a splendid ancient culture. The architecture is one of the important parts
of the ancient culture. There were many masters and great projects in ancient time of China. In the country, so many palaces,
tombs, temples, gardens and houses had been built during the old age. With the ancient architecture in the West and other
East countries, Chinese ancient architecture made magnificent scenery of the World architectural history. Chinese ancient
architecture is not only the source of Chinese contemporary architectural design, but also world cultural heritage.

However solidly and magnificently they were built, these timber structures have eroded by natural and human action.
That is urgent and important work to save them and to make documents for them. For the aim, “Chinese Yingzao Society”
(Chinese Construction Society) was established by Zhu Qigian in 1930. In the Society, Professor Liang Sicheng was the first
one who suggested and did the investigation of Chinese ancient architecture himself. For this contribution, his name has been
kept in the history.

From 1932 to 1940, Liang Sicheng and Liu Dunzhen led a group which including some members of the Society, as Liu
Zhiping, Mo Zongiiang, Chen Mingda, Zhao Zhengzhi and Mai Yanzeng. They overcame lot of difficulties, and investigated
more than 2000 buildings and some cities over 16 provinces and 200 counties with photographing and measuring. They
identified Foguang Temple, Dule Temple, Zhaozhou Bridge and the Wooden Pagoda in Ying County. These buildings are very
important examples of Chinese ancient architecture. It is the first investigation of ancient architecture in Chinese history.

We edit the pictures, which were taken in that investigation by Chinese Yingzao Society into this book —“The Picture
Dictionary of Chinese Ancient Architecture” . Many of the Buildings showed by these pictures have been lost by lacking
maintain, natural calamities and wars. Even the buildings existed are changed. It means that nobody can take pictures like
these again. For this reason, this book is the most precious.

The investigation that was done by Liang Sicheng, Liu Dunzhen and their colleagues is very valuable. It keeps the
original looking of the historic monuments; even some of them are lost. It records the traditional architectural technique and
skill that become the source of Chinese contemporary architectural design and construction. Those historical buildings are the
most important witnesses of Chinese architectural history. The results of the investigation make that the later generations can
understand the national tradition in ancient architecture. In briefly, it reveals the splendidness of Chinese ancient architecture
to the world. '

The first value of this book is the value of aesthetics. These pictures were almost taken sixty years ago, but they are still
very clean and sharp. Many historic buildings that were showed by the pictures are just as in front of the reader.- By these
pictures, the common reader can get a very deep impression of Chinese ancient architecture. The second value is the value for
the research. The specialist in architecture history can get more information about the regularity of Chinese ancient
architecture. The third is the value for contemporary érchitecture. The architects can get the inspiration from them for
creating the new Chinese architecture. : | '

In resent years, Mr. He Hongming in the Chinese Renmin University has collected many pictures for an(:lent buildings,
taken by Chinese Ymgzao Society. He understands that the work, which was did by Professor. Liang Sicheng, Liu Dunzhen
and their colleagues, is the most important contribution for the establishment of the science of Chinese architecture history.
And he decides to publish these pictures. He asks me to give the help for edition and identify the buildings' name, location,
and the background of the investigation and investigator. As Mr. He's collection is not very intact, I chose some documents
of the. Society which are preserved in School of Architecture, Tsinghua University, to make the book more plenum, which
could ‘explain the result of the Society more comprehensively. We hope to publish the book before the 20th UIA Conference
this vear. For this reason, with the greatest feeling to Professor Liang Sicheng, Liu Dunzhen and others who took part in the
investigation, and with the feeling of treasuring these so valuable documents, we have worked on them and surrendered all
vacations.

As the purpose of the book is. to show the result of Chinese Yingzao Society, and the original looking of the historic
buildings, we only use the photos taken by the Society, even some of the photos are partly damaged. We believe that the book
will give the reader a special feeling of the history.

I should. thank the Chinese Bookshop. It has done so many Works for saving the historic documents Especially to Mr.
Xi Rongsheng, the manager of the Bookshop, he not only. collects and protects some of most important documents with the
insight of collector, but also gives the suggestlon of pubhshmg the ‘book..

I should thank my colleagues in School of Architecture, Tsinghua Umversity Li Chunmei, Zheng Zhuyin, Hu Qingzhang
and Liu Weimin. They take part in the edition work and give me lot of help.

- At last, I would like to thank everyone Who makes the research and shows the memory to Professor Llang S1cheng

Lin Zhu
School of Architecture,  Tsinghua University
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