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ABSTRACT

Colonial Rule and Rural Protest:
A Study of the Eastern Province in the Colonial Ghana

ABSTRACT

This is a study of social protest in the Eastern Province of
the Gold Coast Colony. It deals with four types of protest: the
people against the colonial government., commoners against
chiefs, religious leaders against the secular authority and lesser
traditional leaders against Paramount Chiefs.

Colonial rule was an encroachment on the African daily life.
In 1910, the Forest Bill was passed by the Government to set up
forest reserves. The Gold Coast people regarded this Bill as an in-
trusion on their land tenure and protested against it. I have stud-
ied this successful struggle carried out by the chiefs and the edu-
cated Africans. Another daily life issue concerned cocoa. A cocoa
disease called swollen shoot, found in 1936, devastated cocoa
trees in the Eastern Province. One chapter studies the Govern-
ment policy towards the disease, the resistance against cutting-
out and the consequences of the protest. The second type of
protest is that of commoners against chiefs. The study of the po-
litical history of colonial Ghana has generally focused on two in-
digenous political forces: traditional chiefs and western-educated
elite. The commoners, however, organized as Asato companies,
played a crucial role in local politics. especially in the frequent
destoolment of the chiefs who abused their power. The third sub-
ject is the protest of religious leaders against secular authority.
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The close tie between religion and politics in the traditional sys-
tem seemed to have been weakened in the modern period. Under
colonialism, priests’power decreased and they came under the au-
thority of the chief. It is natural for them to voice their discontent
in every opportunity. The fourth type of protest was that of the
lesser chiefs against their Paramount Chiefs. By imposing an au-
thority structure upon the Gold Coast, the British neglected the
checks and balances in the indigenous system. They took the
chief as a tyrannical monarch and disregarded other strata in the
traditional ruling class. This policy generated resistance from
lesser chiefs.

Dealing with legitimacy, forms and significance of the social
protest in the Eastern Province in the period of 1904—1952, this
work argues that colonialism is after all a situation of paradox;
protest played an important role in local politics and in most cas-
es caused changes in colonial policy. In challenging the colonial
establishments . social protest converted African traditional com-
moners into political actors and made a great contribution to the

formation of the independent movement.
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