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ABSTRACT

The author hypothesizes that American political parties still play
important roles in contemporary elections, both in presidential elec-
tions and in congressional elections, in spite of tremendous social and
environmental changes. Through empirical analysis and survey data
analysis based on computer when the author as a visiting scholar
stayed at UC, Berkeley during 2000—2001, she finds that different
parts of party composition influences different levels of elections dif-
ferentlv. The political parties are still relevant to all candidates as
well as the voters.

Contrary to the general impression of the encompassing wither-
ing of the party organizations, the national parties are stronger than
they were whereas state and local party organizations are more de-
pendent on the national party organizations in financial spending for
the candidates. The party declines in the following aspects: in nomi-
nating its candidates (because of widespread direct primary), in do-
nating direct money for its candidates (because of public financing in
presidential elections and the rise of the PACs in the congressional
elections) and in campaign strategy and tactics (because of the use of

17



the high-tech in the campaign and the rise of the professional politi-
cal consultants) .The party organizations are important in political
ads, in offering the campaign services and GOTV (go-out-voting)
movement for the candidates. She argues that party identification as a
predisposition still influences the voter’ s choice through the evalua-
tion of the personality, issue stands and job performance of candi-
dates. The percentage of party identification or party affiliates does
not reduce too much if we distinguish the “closet” party affiliates of
the independent voters who incline either of the parties {rom the pure
independent voters. Finally the incumbent candidates generally have
a great advantage over challengers in money, name recognition, free
advertising and publicity, particularly in House elections.

She concludes that solid American two-party system matches up
with other political institutions and constantly fits new surroundings
by reforming itself so that American democracy can work with its
own characteristics, greatly different from other party politics across

the world.
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