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Better to read little with
thought than much with
levity and quickness.
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PART I.

STORIES

1. APRECIOUS TURNIP

Before Louis the Eleventh became king,
he used to visit a peasant whose garden pro-
duced excellent fruit. After his accession, the
peasant brought him as a present a very large
turnip which had grown in his garden. The
king, remembering the pleasant hours that he
had spent under the old man's roof, gave him
a thousand crowns,

The lord of the village, hearing of this,
thought that if one who gave a paltry turnip
received so large a reward, one who gave a
really valuable present would receive a still
larger reward. He, therefore, offered a splendid
horse. The king accepted it and calling for
the big turnip, said, “This cost me a thousand
crowns; I give it to you in return for your
horse.”
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2. THE MILKMAID

A country maid was walking to the town
ta sell some milk, which she carried in a
pitcher on her head. As she went along, she
said to herself, “I have already fifty eggs at
home; with the money which I get for my
milk T will buy fifty more. These hundred
eggs cannot fail to bring me at least eighty
chickens.  The chickens will be ready for
market just when poultry is dearest, so that
they will sell for a good sum. With the money
I will get me a new gown, and when I wear
it at the fair the young fellows will want to
dance with me, but I will turn from each with
a toss of the head.” As she said these words,
she could not help giving her ‘head a toss,
when down fell pitcher, milk, eggs, poultry,
gown, sweecthearts, and all. Count not your
chick:ns before they are hatched.
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3. THE TREES AND THE
WOOD-CUTTER

A wood-cutter once went into the woods
and asked the trees to give a handle for his axe.

“Very well,” said the trees; “you shall
have it. The slender young ash which stands
on the hill-side will serve you.”

As soon as the man had made the new
handle for his axe, he began to use it. Day
after day his strokes could be heard, and soon
all the great trees in the woods were laid low.

“Ah,” said an old oak, as he fell crashing
to the ground, ‘it is all our own fault that
we are thus lost. If we had taken the part
of the young ash tree and not given up its
rights, we might have stood here safe from
bharm for many years yet.”

*Very true,” said a tall pine that was
lying close by. “When those who are strong
fail to take the part of those who are weak
they are sure to be the losers for it.”
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4. A STORY ABOUT GLASS

Once upon a time, hundreds of years ago,
a strange-looking ship was sailing slowly on
the great sea. The ship was heavily laden with
soda, and had been out a long time.

The sailors were tired of the tossing of
the great sea, and longed for the quiet land.

Suddenly across the waves, a speck was
seen. burely, that must be land!

A moment later, the cry “It is land” was
heard from every sailor,

Soon they landedand went to collect sticks
for a fire. Al were anxious to cook a dinner
on land.

The fire was started and the kettle brought.
But they could find nothing with which to
prop it. No stones were to be found.

What were they to do? Give it up? No,
a thousand times no!

“Bring some of the lumps of soda,” called
the captain. Soon the dinner was cooking

—_— 12—
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