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PREFACE
LU WENG GE

(the Mayor of Hangzhou)

Just as The Fourth International Conference on the Conservation and Management of
Lukes is held, the book “Thesis Anthology of Research of the West Lake * s Environment”is
also published. This book is not only a best gift that the technicians in Hangzhou present to
the meeting but also a brief report about the research and protection of the West Lake ’ s en-
vironment that the scientific research institutes. the colleges and the departments of admini-
stration in Hangzhou have made.

Hangzhou. the ancient cultural capital with a history of four or five thousand years,
because of the “pearl”———the West Lake, is praised as “paradise on Earth”, The West Lake
is one of the ten scenic spots of the country. which enjoys a high prestige all over the world.
The fact that The Fourth International Conference on the Conservation and Management of
Lakes is held in Hangzhou shows that the West Lake is attracting more and more attention,
The West Lake is not only the pride of the people in Hanghou, but also the pride of all
Chinese. maybe it is even the pride of the people of the world.

Looking over the history of China. we can find some memorial biography about the
great ancient Chinese poets——Bai Ju Yi (A.D772-846), Su Dong Po {A.D1037-1101),
who led the people to harness and protect the environment of the West Lake . Now , under
the extraordinary attention of the government. we have composed a new historical chapter.
Up to now, we have formed a systematic project of the scientific research about the envi-
ronment of the West Lake, the harness and protection on the water system. the building
and administration of the environment around the West Lake, the greening of the parks and
soon. Sotoday’ sview of the West Lake is more marvelous than ever before.

This pamphlet has collected thirty theses. dealing with four aspects of the West Lake:
introduction. water body, administration and environment of the West Lake, which can
reflect what we have done in recently years about the research, harness and protection of the
West Lake’s environment, However . it can only be an index of the huge systematic project
and the vast academic research works. [ heartily hope that more and more specialists will put
forward new ideas and suggestions about the conservation and management of the West Lake
and join in our effort to make the “pearl "more shiny and brilliant.
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HANG ZHOU

City of Hangzhou. designated by the State Council as the key scenic and tourist city dis-
tinguished with rich cultural and historic background, is the capital of Zhejiang Province,
focusing the political, economic and cultural activities of the province.It enjoys 4,000to 5,000
vears of historic and cultural civilisation. Having been established as a city for 2,200 years,
it is reputed as one of seven great ancient citics in China. it is crowned with many glories dur-
ing its development, such as : Kingdom of Culture, Home of Fish and Rice, Capital of
Silk . and Land of Tea. '

The city is properly located in the 120 16”E longitude and 30 ° 15” N latitude, cov-
ering an area of 430square kilometres . of which the national level West Lake Scenic Zone
takes up 60 square kilometres. The West Lake holds 5.6 square Kilometres of water area.
cradled on three sides by hazy mountains. The lake is commonly associated with a bright
pearl. Thanks to the bright pearl. Hangzhou is known as palace on Earth, and popularly
regarded as the world famous tourist and scenic city. Entering 80’s of the 20th century, its
economy and culture are more flourishing. The state has announced Hangzhou as an open

city along the coast region.

WEST LAKE

The West Lake evolved-into a reel lake 12.000 years ago when sea retreated and left be-
hind a glittering pearl endowed by nature. With shimmering ripples and a luxurious verdure
carpeling the surrounding undulated mountains, Hangzhou presents to the world its full ir-
resistible charms. Over a thousand years. the lake was indulged and embellished by posteri-
ties. Great poets Bai Juyi (772-846AD) and Su Dongpuo (1037-1101AD). and other
dignitaries. scrupulously tended the West Lake. ordered it dredged. and encouraged water
conservation and irrigation projects during the time when they were administers of
Hangzhou. As a legacy of their efforts. there appeared a beautiful landscape, three char—
ming isles jutting out of the lake, Bai and Su Courseway dividing it', and pagodas over-
looking the lake. Scattering among the rippling clear waves and green valleys are charming
clusters of natural scenes and historic relics.

After S0’ s of the century. the construction and environment protection of the luke



gained new momentum. Especiallv, the ten years of 80" s witnessed a series of new projects
accomplished. Ten kilometres long pipe has been laid down to halt sewage from polluting the
lake, and 7.6 million cubic metres of silt has been dredged out. Now after the work, the av-
erage depth of the lake is 1.5metres. Its water conservation capdcity reaches 8.5 million cu-
bic metres. doubling the original capacity. A 3.137metres long canal has been dug through
hills to lead the daily flow of 300,000tons of the Qiantang River water into the lake. And all
diesel projected boats are converted into electric projected boats. There are 20special boats
every day to collect floating litters on the lake. thus ensuring the water clean and clear. The
lake area has become non—smoke zone and green land has expanded 80,(00square metres. In
the neighboring mountains, 32.9million trees were planted. What is more, the city recently
built, embellished and renewed numerous scenic spots. Today the West Lake Scenic Region

lays out an unmatched landscape with softly rolling hills and beautiful lake setting.
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