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{Enclosure in Govermor Sir Richard Graves
MacDonnell’s despatch of 19th February, 1872).

Eztract from the “Ching Moidl” of the 14th Februory 1872,

THE FORMAL OPENING OF THE CHINESE
HOSPITAL

Preliminary Ceremony.

This interesting ceremony took place with great
pomp to-day. It consisted of a ceremonial sacrifice
being offered to the God of Shan Nung, one of the three
mythical Emperors who are said to have attained the
great age of ten thousand years. " He is recognised a&s
the discoverer of medicines, but he was not the
Tavourite god \;vith the medical fraternity. This deity
was selected on this occasion owing to some objection
having been offered by a minority of the Committee
to have any gods on the premises at all.

At an early hour, the Committee, some seventy or
eighty in number, assembled at the Kung Sho (Public
Meeting Hall) adjoining the Hollvwood Road Joss-
house, all dressed in the mandarin costume, some even
with peacock’s feather atiached to their buttons. A
little before 8 o'clock, a procession, accompanied by &
band of Chinese music and a staff of paraphernalia
bearers, such as is usual on these occasions of festi-
vities, and headed by a pair of large lanterns bearing
an inscription—*'"The formal opening of the Tung Wa
Hospital’—paraded the streets of the Chinese section
of the Town and stopped in front of the Kung Sho
where it was joined by the Committee. The return
trip of the procession started at the booming of three
guns, and the whole body proceeded towards the
Central Schools and turned into Gough Street; passing
by the premises of Messrs. GIBB, LIVINGSTON &
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