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F—-E An Observer

It had been a warm day, without much wind, and with enough ctoud to
prevent the heat of the sun . Charles had spent a long time studying the
level of the water in the boat, and had discovered that , by evening , it
had fallen very slightly. This must mean that the boat was not taking in
water because any attempt to empty it out suggested greater effort than
he felt equal to. One other immediate problem had held his thoughts for
a few moments at long intervals. This was the problem of Harcourt(fj}
#,). The thing to do, Charles realised , was to put poor Harcourt in the
sea. It should be a simple matter and take no more than a few seconds.
Charles arranged in his mind exactly how it could most easily be done,
but his body did not react to the suggestions of his mind. Charles told
himself that it was his hands that were the trouble. It was better not to
find out how badly they were burned. There was nothing to be done
about them except not use them.

But then almost without knowing how he did it, Charles moved , stood



But then almost without knowing how he did it, Charles moved , stood
up, bent over the body of poor Harcourt, lifted it and let it slip as gently
as possible into the sea. Afterwards he stood at the end of the boat for a
long time, watching the colour of the sea deepen and the sky become
increasingly farther off with the coming of night. In a curious way he
felt strangely happy. The problem of his rescue(#%:£0) had not yet begun
to trouble him.
After a time Charles’s returning interest in living showed itself in the
simple form of hunger. With some difficulty, owing to the water in the
boat, he explored its stores and found food and water in air-tight (4% £111)
tins. He also found a neat package wrapped(£1, #f) in green oiled silk.
He unwrapped it and found maps. Neat, beautifutly designed and
printed, they lay across his knees and he was no longer alone in a world
of water. At that moment these clean official maps, correct in every
detail, were as comforting as the sound of a human voice, as cheering as
a candle in darkness.
1. The day was not too hot because

A the sun wasn’t shining.

B there was a little wind.

C the sun was hidden behind clouds.

D clouds reduced the heat of the sun.
2. In the evening the water in the boat was
A higher than it was in the morning.
B alittle less than it was in the morning.
C level with what it had been in the morning,
D deeper than it had been when he studied it.

He judged that the boat was

A likely to sink before long.
B slowly filling with water.
C in no immediate danger of sinking.
D gradually getting lower in the water.
4. The first sign of Charles’s renewed desire to live was that he

A started to look for food and water.

B was able to explore the boat.

w

q

!

)

F




.w‘

C found he needed to move about.
D began to feel the need for food.
5. The finding of the maps cheered him because
»A  they were carefully wrapped in oiled silk.
B they were spotlessiy new.
C they reminded him of the ordinary. ordered world.

D he could see at once where he was.
F°E A “Prisoner”

He slept for a good six hours, and the sun was high when he awoke. As
he sat up and yawned a pair of strong hands seized his shoulders, and in
a moment his wrists were tied tightly together behind his back. He
turned and stared into Branko’s hairy face. “What's this?" he said.
Martin swore(% %) loudly, then asked if he could talk to Black Peter.
Branko shook his head. “He’s busy.” Martin was seized by despair.
Now al! his plans might fail unless he could gain the confidence of
Black Peter.

After some thought he stood up and walked to the mouth of the tunnel.
Branko followed. The grassy hollows (i4:4i, 3) were alive with men
busy with their various duties. There must have been a stream
somewhere nearby, for a long line of men were taking their horses to the
water; others were setting up tents (##%) and lighting fires.
Immediately opposite was another tunnel at the entrance of which stood
two guards armed with guns. Behind them Martin made out the giant
form of Black Peter. “There he is,” he said. = I must talk to him.”
Branko tried to stop him, but he pushed him aside, walked to the mouth
of the tunnel and called out: “Black Peter! | must talk to you.”

The leader of the White Eagles was seated on a wooden box. deep in
conversation with two rough-looking men. “What is it 7 he said “Why
are you checking up on(¥;#) me ?”" Martin replied. *] need to be sure
about you, “said Black Peter. “There’s too much to lose.”

He pointed into the tunnel. and Martin saw the wooden boxes that he
guessed must contain the gold bars. “Is that the treasure?” he asked.
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Black Peter stood up, struggling between his desire for secrecy and an
obvious pride in the success of his plans. “Yes,” he said at last.
6. Martin’s night’s rest
A was disturbed. B lasted less than six hours.
C lasted for more than six hours. D was suddenly cut short.
7. What happened as soon as Martin woke up ?
A Branko struck him.
B He was made a prisoner.
C Branko checked that he was still tied up.
D He was taken off to speak to Black Peter.
8. The success of Martin’s plans now depended on his
A escaping from the tunnel.
B finding the treasure.
C discovering who the leader of the White Eagles was
D persuading Black Peter that he could be trusted.
9,  When he got to the mouth of the tunnel , Martin saw men
A in fairly large numbers.
B fetching water from the stream.
C packing up camp and getting ready to leave,
D resting in a small group.
10. Black Peter finally admitted that the boxes contained gold
because
he was so satisfied with what he had done.
he had decided to trust Martin.
he saw that he could no longer keep it a secret.
he knew that Martin could not escape.

T 0Ow >

F=B The New Bus Service
J

A new scheme(i|4l, jy4) for getting children to and from school is
being started by the education authorities in part of Eastern England.
This could end the worries of many parents fearful for their children’s
safety on the roads.

Until now the County Council have only been prepared to provide bus

-4 -




services for children living more than three miles from their school, or
sometimes less if special reasons exisied. Now it has been decided that
if a group of parents ask for help in organizing transport they will be
prepared to go ahead.
The new scheme is to be tried out this term for children living at Milton
who attend Impington school. The children live just within the three-
mile limit and the Council has said in the past it will not undertake to
provide free transport to the school. But now they have agreed to
organize a bus service from Milton to Impingtom and back, a plan
which has the support of the school’s headmaster.
Between 50 and 60 parents have said they would like their children to
take part. Final calculations have still to be carried out, but a Council
official has said the cost to parents should be less than $6.50 a term.
They have been able to arrange the service at a low cost because there is
already an agreement with the bus company of a bus to take children
who live further away to Impington. The same bus would now just make
an extra journey to pick up the Milton children.
The official said they would get in touch with other groups of parents
who in the past has asked if transport could be provided for their
children, to see if they would like to take part in the new scheme.
11. The children the Council ran buses for in the past were those

A whose parents were worried about them.

B who would have had to walk otherwise.

C  who could not walk.

D who had to travel a long way.
12. Taking part in the Council’s trial scheme are children who

A live in Milton and go to Impington school.

B tlive in Impington and go to Milton school.

C live in Milton and go to Milton school.

D live in Impington and go to Impington school.

13. The new bus service will run

A on morning journeys to school oniy.
B in connection with an existing service.
C only for children living more than three miles away.



D only in wet weather.
14. Agreement to pay for the new bus service has been obtained

from
A the school’s headmaster. B the education department.
C the bus company. D the parents.

15. The parents the Council is now going to contact are those
who had not yet answered letters.
who didn’t want to pay.
Whose children stayed away from school.

- who had asked about transport before.
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Dolphins

Are dolphins (#HK) the ohly creatures, apart from man, able to talk to
each other? After all, the dolphin is a mammal (ii¥.zh#)), has a large
brain, and has been observed to make various noises which might be
part of a communication system. An American scientist recently tried to
answer this question. He kept two dolphins, one male, one female, in a
large tank and trained them to work together. According to whether a
steady or a flashing light came on they had to press one of two
levers(¥7). When they pressed the correct one they were rewarded(% ¥

with fish.

They were later separated by a screen(ffi4k . % %) so that they could not
see each other. Only the female dolphin could see the lights but both
had to press the same lever to get the fish. The female would have to tell
the male which lever to press. In the experiment the male succeeded in
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pressing the correct lever 90% of the time.
16. 1t is thought that dolphins may have a |
17. The scientist set the two dolphins t

18. The dolphins un what to do.
19. The second stage of the experiment was d from the first.
20. Dolphins are able to co through language.
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EF—B A Desirable School

My father had returned from his business visit to London when I came
in, rather late, to supper. I could tell at once that he and my mother had
been discussing something. In that half-playful{ JF5i%1%), half-serious
way | knew so well he said, “How would you like to go to Eton?”

“You bet,” | cried quickly catching the joke. Everyone knew it was the
most expensive, the most famous of schools. You had to be entered at
birth, if not before. Besides. even at 12 or 13. I understood my father.
He disfiked any form of showing off. He was aiways very conscious of
his proper station in life, which was in the middie of the middle class:
our house was semi-detached( 347 X /); he had shrunk (H45)from
joining the aristocratic ( % % 1)) Royal Liverpool Golf Club and
approached a smaller one instead; though once he had acquired a
second-hand Rolls-Royce( /N5 % il 44) at a remarkably low price, he felt
embarrassed(BK1% . & #E) driving it, and quickly changed it for an Austin
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1100.
This could only be his delightful way of telling me the whole boarding-
school idea was to be dropped. Alas(m{mf) 1 should also have
remembered that he had a liking for being different from everyone else,
providing it did not conflict(s7) with his fear of drawing attention to
himself.
It seemed that he had happened to be talking to Graham Brown of the
London office, a very nice fellow, and Graham had a friend who had
just entered his boy at the school, and while he was in that part of the
world  he thought he might just as well *phone them.
I remember my eyes stinging(#]#%) and my chin("Ft2) shaking with the
confusion of my feelings. There was excitement at the heart of great
sadness.
“Oh, he doesn’t want to go away,” said my mother. “You shouldn’t go
on like this.” “It’s up to him,” said my father. “He can make up his own
mind.”
1. The writer suggests that a father should apply for a place at
Eton )

A as soon as his on is born. B when hissonis 12 or 13.

C even before hisson isbom. D only if his son is clever enough.
2. The house they lived in was

A the best they could afford. B right for their social position.

C near the Golf Club. D near the station.
3. His father sold his Rolis-Royce because

A it made him feel awkward. B it was too old to be efficient.

C it was too expensive torun. D he needed the money just then,
4. The wiiter’s father enjoyed being different as long as

A it enabled him to show off.

B it didn’t involve him in arguments.

C it was understood as a joke.

D there was no danger of his showing off.
5.  What was the writer’s reaction to the idea of going to

boarding- school?
A He was very unhappy. B He had mixed feelings.




C  He was delighted. D He didn't believe it.
ETB A Swimmer

Penny had dropped the large towel( T:11), which was around her
shoulders, and was running into the sea. “Come on,” she said, *“I'll race
you.”

Nicholas took off his clothes and followed her into the water. It was
cold enough to make him gasp(Iij#{)but he stepped wn bravely, and
continued until he was up to his waist(§% Jand then dived(j% /K )., coming
up close to her side.

“Hit” shouted Penny, chasing after(i . #{#HHhim. 1 thought you
couldn’t swim!” “T never said so,” Nicholas called back and he went
faster, finding to his joy that his injured(-7 5] ) hands were moving
easily in the water.

The early morning sun shone warmly on his wet head. He reached the
boat a little breathless, but happier than he had ever been. He knew he
swam well. He had been taught by a professional teacher when he was
only seven and since then he had bathed in most of the oceans of the
world. It was the only sport allowed to him and he had made the most of
it.

Penny pulled herself up into the boat and sat beside him, laughing .
“You little monkey!” she said. “And there was me saying ['d teach you
to swim.”

“It was very kind of you,” said Nicholas seriously, but his eyes smiled.
“You’ll have to go in for the races in August.” she told him, “You’ll
beat anyone we’ve got here!”

“Oh, I don’t think I’d be allowed,” began Nicholas , but Penny broke in,
“Why on carth not? Don’t  forget vou're Nicky Field now, not anyone
special. Why shouldn’t you go in for races it you want to?”

Not anyone special! Nicholas Wakefield turned this over in his mind.
Did he like it or didn’t he? For as long as he could remember he had
been someone very special indeed. The greatest people in the world of
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music had watched him at the piano, and wherever he went he had to be
protected from pressmen and photographers.
In television studios all over the world he had received VIP
(EA, KA treatment. But now, just for a few weeks he was not
special at all, and only good at swimming. He was going to like it!
Somehow it all seemed a wonderful joke.
6. To enter the water Nicholas

A dived in head first. B jumped in up to his waist.

C crawled into the water. D walked in gradually.
7. Why did he feel satisfied?

A He’d done a really fast time for the crawl.

B He felt he’d impressed his girl friend.

C He’d done exactly what he’d been taught.

D He found his hands weren’t stiff any more.
8. When he reached the boat he Felt

A very tired. B short of breath.

C pain in his hands. D proud at winning,.
9. Penny said he was a “little monkey” because

A he had played tricks on her in the water.

B he had let her think he couldn’t swim.

C he had dived in and chased her.

D he had pretended he didn’t like swimming,.
10. What did Nicholas Wakefield find funny?

A The TV men and photographers hadn’t been able to find him.

B Penny’s way of getting into the boat.

C He was going to give concerts for a few weeks under the name

of Nicky Field.
D He was just going to be an ordinary person for a few weeks

E=F A Window Cleaner

The cloth made a pleasant noise as Charles dipped it in the bucket( i )
of water and then squeezed(FE, #) it dry. The feel of it in his hand
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changed a great deal with its condition: slippery(#) when it was wet
and rough like cork when it was dry. He went over the glass of the
window once more, this time with the dry cloth. Then he dropped it into
the bucket and left it there while he took another dry cloth out of his
pocket and gave the window a final polish.

The hot sun beating directly on the glass dried up the last of the
dampness(#E*() and showed how clear and shining it had become. The
windows were really clean. That was the lot!( ¢:#i) The last window of
the last house he was going to de that morning.

And as it was Saturday, that meant that work was over for the week. He
had worked — he had earned his living — for 2 whole week! His heart
gave a jump of joy as he climbed backwards down the ladder(#1),
holding the bucket expertly in his left hand. He seemed to have been
doing it all his life.

Charles went to the back door of the house and was handed his money:
seventy-five pence. It had taken him about half an hour to eamn it. Left
to himself, he would never have asked for so much, but he had been
careful to find out the usual rates of pay.

He had gone to the owner of the house where he was staying, and asked
him what he usually had to pay to have the windows of the place
cleaned. The old man had replied, “It works out at about five pence a
window.”

11. How often did Charles go over each window with his cloths?

A Once. B Twice.
C Three times. D Over and over again.
12. How was Charles feeling as he went down the ladder?
A Pleased with life. B Afraid.
C Surprised. D Free from worry.
13. Charles thought his job as a window cleaner was
A quick and pleasant. B  wet and unpleasant.
C very dull D quite difficult.
14. Charles had been working as a window cleaner for
A only one day. B several days.

C less than a year. D move than a year.
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