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LESSON ONE
THE MEDAL

Every evening after work, Sarah lda was tired. But
every morning she was ready to go back to Shoeshine
Corner. It wasn't that she liked shining shoes, but
things happened at the shoeshine stand. Every customer
was different. Every day she found out something new.

Some things were learned by herself—like how
much polish to use on a shoe. Some things were told her
Yy Al Winkler. “When a customer comes here, he gets
more than a shine,” he said. “He gets to rest in a
chair. When you rub with:the cloth, it feels good on
his ‘feet. When you tie his shoelaces a little tighter,
it makes his shoes fit better. My customers go away
feeling a little better. Anyway, I hope they do.”

One warm, cloudy afternoon, he said, “We may as
well close up.”

“Why?” she asked. “It’s only three o’clock.”

“It’s going to rain. Nobody gets a shine on a rainy

”

day.

medal (‘med}) Sarah Ida (‘sera‘aids) shining (‘fainip)
polish ('palif) Al Winkler (‘zl'‘wigkia) shine {fan)
_shoelaces (‘fu,lesiz]
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He began to put away the brushes and shoe polish.
She helped him.

“Maybe you can run home before the rain,” he
said. A few big drops sﬁlashed on the sidewalk. “No.
Too late now.” |

They sat under the little roof, out of the rain.

“Hear that sound?” he said. “Every time I hear
rain on a tin roof, I get to thinking about when I was
a boy. We lived in an old truck with a tin roof over
the back.”

“You lived in a truck?”

“Most of the time. We slept under the tin roof,
and when it rained, the sound put me to sleep. We
went all over the South in that truck.”

“You and your mother and father?”

“My dad and 1.”

“What were you doing, driving all over the South?”

 “My dad sold medicine.” ’

“What kind?”

“Something to make you strong and keep you
from getting sick.”

“Did you take it?”

splashed (splaft)
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“No. I guess it wasn’t any good.”

She had never before heard him talk much about
himself. She wanted him to go on. |

“Was it fun living in a truck?” , _

“Fun? I wouldn’t say so. Riding aloﬁg was all
right. Sometimes my dad and [ stopped close to the
woods, and that was all right, too. But I never liked
it when we were in town selling medicine. Dad would
play the harp, and he made me sing. He wanted me
to dance too, but I never could.”

She tried to imagine Al as a little boy. She couldn’t
at all. “Why did he want you to sing and dance?” she
asked. .

“To draw a crowd. When there was a crowd, he
sold medicine. We didn’t stay anywhere very long— .
except once. We stayed in one place six months. My
dad did farm work, and I went to school

He told her about the school. It was just outside ._
a town. The teacher was Miss Miller. The schoolhouse
had only one room. )

“There was a big stove,” he said, “and that winter
I kept the fire going. Miss Miller never had to carry

harp Charp) imagine (1'mzdszin) stove {stov)

<
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That's a medel? Sarah Ida said to Al Winkler.

“That little old picce of tin?”

—— e,



coal when I was there.”

“Did you like her?” asked Sarah Ida. “Was she a
good teacher?” _

“Best teacher I ever had. Of course, she was just
about the only one. I hadn't been to school much, but
she took time to show me things. Do teachers still
give medals in school?”

“Sometimes. Not very often.”

“Miss Miller gave medals. They were all alike.
Every one had a star on it. At the end of school you
got one if you were the best in reading or spelling
or writing or whatever it was. Everybody wanted a
medal, but I knew I'd never get one because I wasn't
the best in anything. And at the end of school, you
know what happened?”

“What?”

“She called my name. The others all thought it
was a joke. But she wasn’t laughing. She said, ‘Al
wins a medal for building the best ﬁres.""

“And it wasn’t a joke?” asked Sarah Ida.

“No. She gave me a medal. One of the big boys
said, ‘You better keep that, Al, because it’s the only
one you'll ever get.” '
“And did you keep it?” He held up his watch
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chain. Something was hanging from it~—something that
looked like a worn, old coin.

“That’s what you won?” asked Sarah Ida.

He nodded.

“That’s a medal?” she said. “That little old piece
of tin?”

She shouldn’t have said it. As soon as the words
were out, she was sorry.

Al sat very still. He looked into the street. A
moment before, he had been a friend. Now he was a
stranger.

He said, “Rain’s stopped—for a while anyway.”

He slid out of his chair. She got up, too. “I—" she
began.

-

He dragged the folding door across the stand and
locked it up.

“Run,” he said. “Maybe you can get home before the
rain starts again.”

She stood there. “I didn’t mean what you think I
did,” she said. “That medal—it doesn’t matter if 1t’s
tin or silver or gold. It doesn’t matter what it's made
of, if it’s something you like. I said the wrong thing,

still (stil) slid Cshid)
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but it wasn’t what I meant. I—” He had his back to
her. She didn’t think he was listening. She said,
“Listen to me!”

He turned around.“You like ice cream?”

“Yes,” she said.

“Come on. I'll buy you a cone.”

She went with him, around the corner to Pearl’s
Ice Cream Shack.

“What kind?” he asked.

“Chocolate,” she said.

They sat on a bench inside the Shack and ate
their chocolate cones.

“It's raining again,” he said.

“Yes,” she said.

Then they were quiet, while they listened to the

rain. And she was happy bacause the stranger was
gone and Al was back.
Adapted from The Shoeshine Girl
I. VOCABULARY:
1. medal (‘med])
n. (c) a' small, distinct piece of metal with a design on
it, used to honor or reward M ; 3 ; 4€f# o
The professor was given a medal for his discovery.

cone (kon) Shack (J=k)
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2. Sarah Ida (‘sera‘arda)
the name of a girl in Clyde Robert Bulla’s The Shoe-
shine Girl TH%H °
3. polish (‘palif)
n. D(u)substance used to give smoothness or shine ¥
®; EX& ; Bl (= shoe polish).
@ (a-) the act of polishing #5% (R a@H) °
He gave the shoes a good polish.
4. Al Winkler (‘2l'wigkla)
the name of a shoeblack in Clyde Robert Bulla’'s T ke
Shoeshine Girl BEITZHH °
5. shine (fain)
v.t. (pt. & pp. shined) to make bright; to polish {#&5¢;
BT ° '
He shined my shoes.
n. (singular .only) polish; brightness (S FHE ) BT ;
Ko
He gave his shoes a shine.
6. shoelgce [“_fu,;es] —
n. (¢) a string or lace fryr tying up certain types of shoes
BERT
7. splash {splaef)
v.i. (of liquid) to fly about; to scatter in drops F&H! ; R
B o
The rain splashed against the window.
8. harp Charp)
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11.

12.

13.

14.
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n. (c) a stringed musical instrument played with the
fingers B% o

imagine (i‘maedzin]

v.t. to form a picture of (something) in the mind; to
form an idea of R ; XM -

I imagine King John as a tall, strong man.

stove (stov)

%. (¢) an apparatus in which fuel is burned to provide
heat for warming rooms or cooking K/ °

still (stil)

adv. even to this or that time {Afk ; @& °

He is still asleep.

adj. without motion FFILHY ; By ©

Please stand sfi/l while I take the photograph.

slide (slaid)

v.i. (slid Cshid); slid or (U.S.) slidden (‘shidnl)

to pass along over a surface with a smooth, slipping
movement &) °

The book slid off my knee.

cone [kon) | '

n. (c) a solid object with a round base and a point at
the top; a hollow or solid object shaped like this [H s
B UEgRZY o

Many children would rather éat ice cream from cones

than from dishes.
shack (fek)
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n. (¢) a roughly built hut BN EE ; MKE °
II. IDIOMS AND PHRASES:
1. Shoeshine Corner — a corner in which Al Winkler's
shoeshine stand is &k o
2, shoeshine stand — a stall or booth in which one shines
the shoes for others as one’s business #EE:#
3. put away — put in the right place or out of sight
2K ©
Put your books away.
He put away his tools.
shoe polish — substance used to shine shoes & °
the South — (U. S.) the Southern States(EBDW &M o
hold up — lift up 48 o
. lock up — fasten or secure with a lock or locks $8% °

N o R

Will vou leck up the house, please?

8. come on — (informal) Let’s get going; don't delay;
don’t wait (used as a command) (&) Bk (AR
FR) o

Come on, before it rains!
Come on, or we’ll be late.
III. PARAPHRASES:
1. Every evening after work, Sarah Ida was tired.
Sarah Ida was tired after her work was finished in the
evening.

2. It wasn’t that she liked shining shoes, but things

happened at the shoeshine stand.
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N 11.

~ Certainly, she was just nearly the only one teacher I

12,
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She did not like shining shoes, but she liked the things
that happened at the shoeshine stand.

. Anyway, I hope they do.

In any case, I hope that my customers go away feeling
a little better.

. We may as well close up.

We have good reason to discontinue our business.

. No. Too late now.

Don’t run home. It is too late now.

. Hear that sound?

Do you hear that sound?

. You lived in a truck?

Did you live in a truck?

. What kind?

What kind of medicine did he sell?

. To draw a crowd.

He wanted me to sing and dance in order to draw a
crowd.

Best teacher I ever had.
She was the best teacher I ever had.
Of course, she was just about the only one.

ever had.

At the end of school you got one if you were the best
in....

At the end of the semester you got one medal if you
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13.

14,

15.

16.

17,

were best in ....

You better keep that, Al

Al, you had better keep that medal.

That little old piece of tin?

Is that little old piece of tin a medal?

You like ice cream?

Do you like ice cream?

I’ll buy you a cone.

I will buy an ice cream cone for you.

And she was happy because the stranger was gone and
Al was back.

And she was happy because Al was no longer a stranger
to her and he was now her friend again.

1V. DERIVATIVES:

1.

3.

imagine (v.), imagination (%.), imaginative (adj.),
imaginable (adj.)

(v.) We can hardly imagine life without electricity.

(n.) He has strong imagination.

(adj.) He is an imaginative writer.

(adj.) We had the greatest difficulty imaginable.

build (».), builder (n.), building (n.)

(v.) They built a house of six bedrooms.

(n.) He went into business as a builder.

(n.) Building is his trade. He has built many tall
buildings.

rain (v.), rain (n.), rainy (adj.)
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(v.) It often rains here in June.
(n.) We’ve had much rain this ag{gimer.
(adj.) Today is rainy. -
4. happiness (#n.), happy (adj.), happily (adv.)
(n.) They live in happiness.
(adj.) They are very ha'ppy.
(adv.) They live happily.
5. live (v.), life (n.), livelihood (#n.), living (n.), living
Cadj.), alive (adj.)
(v.) The girl lives with her grandmother.
(v.) The old man lived to the age of 100.
(n.) People, animals, and plants have life.
(n.) She worked hard all her life.
(n.) He earns his livelihood (or living) by teaching.
(adj.) It is a living fish.
(adj.) Is the snake alive or dead?
V. ORAL PRACTICE:
A. Substitution:
1. It wasn’t that she liked shining shoes, but things
happened at the shoeshine stand.
watching exibits exhibition site.
sewing clothes tailor shop.
2. Every time I hear rain on a tin roof, I get to thinking
about when 1 was a boy.
the bells from the village church a cowboy.
the whistle from the football field a footballer.



