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TO THE TEACHER

In preparing this little book, the author has endeavored
to keep constantly in mind the point of view and the
difficulties of the foreign, rather than the native, student of
English, and especizily the point of view and the diffeuliicy
of the Clhinese student. An experience of more than five
years in Canton Christian College has left o fairly definite
impression of thege things. In =0 far us the po.nt of view
and the diffieulties of those for whom the book i= intended
have actually heen held in mind, there is reasun to hops
that the hook may prove of service. Should its service
prove suflicient 1o warrant a revired edition at scme future
timis, the author would he decply grateful for nny sugges-
tions whatever from teachers of Fuglish in Chinz or from
Chinese students that might tend to render a second edition
suparior to this owe. All such suggestions will e filed for
future use,

The purpose of this geammur is not 10 enalle Chinese
students to exercise their thinking powers in the analysis of
English,  Such exercise is of fundasvental value. and is one
of the ehle! things to he obtained in the study of any
grammar.  Bub the poiary objuct in the teavh:ng of the
grammar of a foreigu language shoubd be to rendor ensier to
the student the aegui-ition of a mastery of the language
itself for the purpose of receiving further education through
that language at a medinn and for the purpose of using it
as a wediun of communication. The suthor has endeavored
to forget the traditiona) method of expositicn, and to speak
direetly to the student to whom English is foreign. He has
intended {0 include only s0 much analysis and exposition of
principies and reasons as wonld actually henefit the student
wheme objective i, the larning of English ax a Jivirs tongue.




It would be unbecoming in the author to counsel the
teacher that Lis primary purpose in using the book should
be the same, and that he will fail to do his duty to the
ghudent if he i3 content with anything else than a steady
progress toward the correct and easy use of English by the
student. To this end the teacher will, doubtless, awmplify
the exercises und roguire much practice of oral and written

English.
OLiN D, WANNAMAKER.

Southern Methodist University,
Dailas, Texas, U, 8. A.
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A PRACTICAL GRAMMAR OF ENGLISH

PART I
THE SENTENCE AND ITS STRUCTURLE

THE SENTENCE

1. In speaking or writing we group words fogether
to express either (1) statements or (2) questions or (3)
coinmands or requestd. A group of words thut expresees
comnpletely one of these forms of thought it called 2 sentence,
““In the water”’ is nut a sentence,  “* A fish in the water *?
is not a sentence. These groups of words do not state
anything or ask questions or express comumands or requests.
But the following groups are scntences:

There is a fich in the water,
Are there any fish in the water?
Thirow the fish into the watoer,

2. It is convenient to have names for the three kinds
of senlences, A sentence that makes a statement iz called
declarative, from the word declare, which means Fiell., A
gentence that asks o question s called interrogative, from
the word interrogate, which means to gek, A sentence
that expresses a command or a request is ealled
tmperative, from n word meaning o command ( Latin,
imperare ).

DECLARATIVEG FHNTENCES :
Manila is the eapital of the Philippines.
Bambhoo grows in Asia.
Birds fly,
Confucius was a wise teacher.
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2 A PRACTICAL GRAMMAR OF ENGLISH

INTERROGATTVE QKNTENCES
Who invented the telegraph ?
When will you gu home 7
Do yonr like arifthmetic ¢
. IMPERATIVE SENTENCES !
Be silent! .
Come here at onee, ”(
Fleass, lond e your kuife.
Kindiy iall me the time of day.

EXERCISE

From the following groups of words, select those which
are not sentenves, Classify those which are sentences, and :
give your reason in each case.

Grammar teaches the correst uge of language,

Il in the room,

Close your booka, please.

Yon the teacher in this school? -
Do you understand the word impeiative 2 i
Who is the president of the Chinese Hepublic 7

Do not get angry,

A very unreasonable act.

The Himaluyas are the highest mountaing in the world,
All men are roally brothers,

It ig casy to suy this, but hard at times Lo beueve it

1t is hiardest of all to feel 3t in one'’s hewrt.

Kindly hand me a newspaper,

Stop that horse !

Where did the bird light? .
. We must improve agriculturs in order to feed the human :
' rice,

: Every true man wili do something for society.
! If every Chinese schoolboy and schoolgirl stuslies and works

i

b
unselfighly for China, the country will soon be Prosperons 1
and poweriul, 1
E)
3. A sentence of any of these three kinds may be :
gpoken with such strong feeling that we call it exclamatory. :
. ¥
G L ) |
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THE SENTENCE ANY IT? TRUCTURL 3

EXCLANMATORY DHOTARATIVE SENTENURS
Ol (his mrountain is so leaiifall
How juterv=ting that story wis!

EXCLAYLIOUS TS REBOUATIVE 2LNTINCES |
Ao yor crazy!
Why in thee worid did you acr go fooli-hly!
EXCLAMATORY IMPERATIVE SENTENCES:

Htop instanthy
For pity™ sake he guiet )

4. Tf aentence is very exelamatory, place an exelama-
tion mark (1) after it,  But tliis mark is selidom necessary.
Usually o period {.) follows a deciarvative or Imperative
sentence, and the guestion mark {?) follows an interrogaiive
gentence,

5. Subject and Predicate—Tvery sentence i3 made
up of two parts, the subject and the predicate, Tt is eaziest
t0o separale there parts in g declarative sentence. In
declarative sentences, the subject names the person or
thing that we are speaking about; the predicate says
something about the subject.

BCBIRUTS Prenicares

The door was wije open.
Peking and Maniia are interesting oities,
The Yuangtre is the longest river in Obina.

Ingome interrogative sentences the subject and predicate
can easily be separated. In others, they can he separated
by changing the sentenee to declarative form,

Burrem Pupnroares

Who toll you fis P
Whicl one of the teachers  will mect onr elaes toeday ?

. o N .
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4 A PRACTICAL GRAMMAR OF ENGLISH

Other interrogative sentences may be changed thus:

SuBJECTS PREDICATES
Where did you go ? =Yon did go where?
What were you doing? =You were doing what ?

Can Mr. Williams come P=Mr. Willlams ean come ?

Has n{ggg;‘;n sent the }- =Johnson has sent the money ?
Whow did you call 7 =Ynon Jid eall whom ?

But interrogative sentenices must never be spoken in
this way,

0. An imperative gentenre is always spoken to some
orta. The subject is the word you standing for the person
to whom the command or request is s:pﬁkem.'r Often this
word ig omitted. It is then gaid to be wnderstood, 1In old-
faghioned English thou waz often used instead of you,
Thow is still uged in speaking to God or Christ.

Hrmrgems Premoares
Open your books, =You open your books,
Do not be disconraged. =Yon 1o not be disconraged.
Do Thou hear ag, O God!=Thou, O God, do hear ns!
Forgive our nins! =Thou forgtve our sinsl

Sinee the subject of an imperative sentence iy often not
expressed, a single word may be an imperative sentence,

gtop!=Yon stop!
Fire!=You fire your rifleg!

EXERCISE

Clogsify each of the following sentences, and separate
eath into its subject and predicate:
We muet learn to prevent war.
Millions of lives have been destroyed in the Furopean War.
How can we aeitle digputes between nations 7
Apk your teacher aboirt the Hague trihunal,
Cax you read abouat it in some book 7

e

B




‘ THE SENTENCE AND ITS STRUCTURF 5

Many disputes between nations lisve been setrled by arbitra-
tion.
Pleas explain this word arbiron,
The earth will supply everyoling necegsary for men.
Are the produets of the earth jusdy divided among the
‘ people 7
L™ Think earefnlly before you answer.
| March !
‘ Did you speak 10 me, sir?
Wiy do you believe that ¥
Ilow wonderinl the sunsen i= |
| The seq dashed Mrionsly azuinst the rocky share,
Chwenn the dosic.

7. The Clause.—Two sentences may he united to form
‘ 8 single longer, sentence. Xach of the shorier sentences
then becomes & clause in the Jonger sentence. A clause is
a group of words forming part of a sentence, but having a
subject and a predicate of its own.

A William went to sehool. 3 Willlam went to school but
‘ John stayed at home.  § Johu stayed at home.

The dog barked, When the dog barked, the ehild
Tlie child ran away. ral 4wy,

You helieve ne. {1 uam very glad that you believe
[am very glad. y LR,

i

{

It is raining. Will you wo even though it is
Will you go anyway » rajtiitre 7

EXERUISE

Separate the following sentences into cliuses:
The storm was fearful, but all the ships arrived safely.

Will yon go il your parents are willine 7

I refosedd hig request beeanse 1 did not have the money,

The sun set and the new meon shone in the si:v,

Although it i3 intensely eold, yet the Postouwn must go hisg
ronnds,

Cuame il you ean,

I write ns often as I have Hme,

) When the rain is ovor, please get the mail, .

J—
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: 6 A PRACTICAL GRAMMAR OF ENGLISK

‘When the storm signal appears, the small Loats seelt safe
: vlaces,
; Wiiat ghall I say if he aska me ?
8, The Parts of Speech..—In English all words are
! clasgified as the eight parts of speech—the noun, the pro-
' noun, the verb, the adjective, the adverb, the preposition,
' the conjunction, the interjection.

9. A noun is the name of a person, place, or thing.

Thix water 18 vool.
3 New Fork ts o great eity,
: Wu were enjoying the Berwty of the arnvet,

What is tre size of your hat?

1 have & vew welling stick,

A dog ran at the eliilg,

. 16. A pronoun stands for a person, place, or thing
. without using the name.

£ think ke gave it 1o you,

Ahe mays this is the right book,

Hand e ithe sane bat that you used,

Which do you meay ?
Oh, either will do.

1L It is often convenient to have one name for both
notns and pronouns, They are called substantives.

12. An adjective modifies the meaning of a substan-
tive. To modify means to make the meaning of the
substantive clearer. 'The noun horse may be modified in

Y yarions ways by various adjectives: o gruy horse » a black
horse » a big horse » an old horse - ¢ wild horse ;5 & gwift horse
a big, swift, black horse. )

TR AR

. Mancius was a noble teacher,

[ " Fark boy must study alone,

' Masny tall troes graw near the muddy viver,
What a beantifut printing that i

woEFET R Jarlh L omoe oL .




g THE SENTENCE AND IT3 STRUCTURE 7

13, A verb expresses action, existence, or state of
existence, Most verbs express action, but not always
action of the body: it may be action of the mind or the
will or actior cf something like wind or fire or the sea.

i AcTron:
A Y The dogs rar and darked,
' I helpet! mother.
T like oranees,
[ believe this,
The storey destroped the mag-wihed,
HimreNce

God idzes,
There vre really no ghosts,

Hrare or Exwrenon:

The baby is sleeping,
The rack iz {ying clase fo the stream.

L] 4. An adverb modifies a verh, sn adjective, or
another adverb. The verb spoke, for instance, may he
modified in various ways by varions adverbs: The man
spoke amgrily; spoke foolishiv; spoke quietly; spoke Lindly; spoke
briefly. The adjective tall may be modified in varions ways :
The tree is rather tall; very toli; unusuglly tadl ; wonderfully
ll,

Momryrse Versa:

The gentleman replied guizily.
I enjoged greatly his fine addross,
L The soldier fought drneely.
% We quickly sturted the engine.

MopIF¥ING ADIRCTIVES :

Napoleon was rers ambitions,

The night wag extremely dark.

The train was a litfe Inte.

Thia rond is slightly shorter than that,




8 A PRACTICAY GRAMMAR OF ENGLIZFA

MonreviNg ADVERRY @
" You were walking too slowiy.
You did not answer guickly enough.
Kwan learns English somewhat wore essily than Chang,

15. A preposition connects a substantive with some
other part of the sentence. The preposition and the
substantive together form a phrase, This phrage may take
the place of an adjective or an adverh. A phrase that
modifies a substantive is called an adjective phrase, One
which modifies a verb, an adjective, or an adverb is called
an adverbial phrase.

PruEPORITIONS

The hat or the table is mine.

Put your knife in your pocket.

I stood under the tree.

I sold my gun jor ten doflars,

'[ry to arvive by eleven o' clock.
AniRoTivit PHRASES ;

‘Whe professor of mathematics 33 111,

Yend me that pencil on your dosk.

The reign of Emperor Kien Lusg was among the most famous

reigns in the history of China.

ADVERBEAL PHEASES :

The thief ran inlo the street

He struck the dog with ell kix might.

16. A conjunction unites clauses to form single

sentences or connects words without forming modifying
phrases.

Connrotrie WoRDs :
Ling and Mary have come home from college.
You or John must go at once.
Unrriveg Craoses :
Wao shall start when the sun rises.
I stopped because T was tired.
Hoh gtudied iaw but King went into bnsiness

.
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17. An interjection is an exclamatory worg that
indicates strong feeling.

Alns ! the poor old man is dead !
Well [ the train is already gooe,

18. There are many words in English which have
e more than one use. They must be classified according to
their use in the sentence that is being studied.

Apgeetive ;. This i3 a jast train.

Arwvera: The train was moving fust,

Noox: The ingide of the enp mnst be clean.
Prerosrriox @ The enake was énside the house,
Novw:  You have noti had enough sleep.
VYEnn: 1 sleep eight hours every night.
Amperive ;. Bither book will do.

Proxousw:  Kither will do.

» 19, A =ingle part of speech is suruetimes formed of
geveral words used together. Thesc are named as follows:

Prrase-Noux: We were playing hide and seek,

Prirasi-Veae: He may be going now.

FPrrase-Proxoos:  We must love one anolher.

Parase-Avsecrivi: Look at hat cross-eped masn,

Purase-Preeasrrioy: He stayed away o0 aceount of the rain,

Puesse-Covruxorion s We study in order that we may frain our
minds,

Prnase-INTRRIECTION :  Hip, hip, hurral ! this is n holiday 1

EXERCISE
Classify every word in the following sentences. Give

your reason in each instance,

The rain has helped my garden greatly.
The peas ate coming up.
T mngt sef out tomatn plants to-morrow.
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