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AIRMAIL FROM...

Okotoks - where moose go shopping! is
part of a series of books about fascinating
countries around the world. Each book is made
up of letters written by a boy or girl who lives
in one of these countries. You might find that
their English isn’t always quite right (unlike
yours, which is always perfect — ha ha!). So
watch out for a few mistakes and crossings out.
Sometimes in their letters the children use
words from their own language (just like we all
do!).

You shouldn’t have too much trouble with this
one, though, because Keri, the writer, speaks
English. But she does occasionally use a few
Canadian slang words which you might find a
bit strange. Don’t let this bother you!
Discovering the different and exciting worlds
that other kids live in is exactly what these
books are all about!
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9 September

Dear reader

Hi! I'm Kevri and 1 fve near +o a place colled
Okotoks which is in +he province of Alberta in
Canada - just about . . . here!

1 wos Mfovso\dbs-l- biH—hdoy and I'm ¢
" +oll with heddj blonde hair, brown eyas and
tors of Prackies! Somatimes 1 wear glosses but
wost of +he time 1 don't need +o. 1 love
animals and T'm mod on growing plants and




+hinas. M7 widdle name
«« Patricia and oy last
ore is Travis. And +his
is we!

1Ne oot a 20~yeor-
old-brother called
RBrad ond o fnyecm-o\d
half—<sister colled Jodie.

We live on a farm on

the prairie with Glern,

Dad, ond oy step-rmorm, Covrol. Carol’s Jodie’s
o.My real mom, Sue, lves in a +own about
HO wiles owory Brom here with her new husband,
Bob.

Our farm is colled Bison's Leop Ranch avd
i+'s hurmungous. We've got +hree hundred cows,
more than a hundred sheop, tons of hers,
+hree dogs, fwo cods, Five horses and about
1,000 acres oF proivie land +hat we arow wheat
on. The horses are Fowv\'\\j pets. We'e got one
coch and we ride them all
over our ranch. Mire's called
C‘mdy and she's a go\den
polomine pory with a cute
blonde mane and tail. So . . .
mect the Bison's Leop gcmg‘.




This morning ot scheol, ) oy teacher, Miss
Ardrcws +~o\d us we'd gotta choose o personal
\ ] project For the year-. She
said i+'d last unhil next
summer and +that we'd +o
keep a vecord of how we're
doing. So everyone spant
the next ten minutes
| busting their brains For
ideas! Notolie Green, oy




best Priend, decided she'd do @ sﬂ&y o all the
wild animols she sees around her dod’s ranch.
Frank Potter, who sits behind us, said he'd +rain
his dog, Mack, +o pull his tologgon, or learn to
P\Q\l +he +rombone. 1 said, *How
\’mgonmmchodogirop\o\f
+rombone, Fronk?” and the
whole class burst out laughing.
(Frank opt i~y joke about two
hours later?)

I had vo Prob\em +hinking whot oy project
would be. 1 dacided thot 1 would write +o you all
about Y ife here in Canada. That woy 1 be
do'mg ey project and keepmg ™y vecord at the
come Hme! Which 1 +hink is o neat ideal And,
Qs you con see . . . 1ve mode o start on it

Alberta is o cool pace to live! T+'s Fall vight
nw’(l +Hhink Yo call i+ autumn). The sk\,'s blue
ord the trees are covered with ved and go\d
leaves but in o few wacks the Fivst cold, white
Mokes wit Foll post my
bedroom window. Then
well be getting snow,
sow, snow, for at leost
+he wext six months.
When November arrives




neary all Canada will be covered in srow and
#N stoy like +hat right untl next March. Don't
fFeal sorry For me though! As well as +he srow
we get mosses of sunshine here in Alberta. So
our winters are F\ﬁeeling, but with lots of
wicked winter sports like sking, ice Hocke«l,
skodring ard hboggon‘mg. We get great
supamers +oo. M'm short, but veal hot! As
wall, there'’s lots of axcellent animals around
here, aspacially in the stupendiFerous Roc.k\,
Mountains, which are almost on our doovs+q>!
Yaah, Alberta'’s a great place to live!

OK!' 1 thirk +hat's encugh. It's Hme to clean
out Cinds"s loose box (a sort+ of stable). Then
I'm going to ride her over +o Natalie’s poca.
That's Hhe nwaxt ranch to ours.

I wreite 7ou ogoin veal soon.

‘Kem'
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20 SeP*m'o@r
Hi +o u From OKotoKs!

I+s we, Keri. How's things in
your bit of +he world? It's
harvast +Hime here in Alberta so it's work, work,
work all the +Hme ot our place. Carol ard Jodie
ard me have How'd\\/ seen dad or Brad for
weeKs, +\\e~,'he o Bus, getting the wheat in. The
m\yﬁmwedosee%is)w\—mﬂeymninh
the kitchen for some chow = then run right
out ogoihl

Dusk s Fod\'mg \*ig\—v!- row and From Y bedvoom
window 1 con saa +ha Rockies gating darker by

Eaal ki +he second. Quite soon

Ane Reckieg theyll just ba big black
shopes in +he distarce.
Down on the praivies,
below +he Rockies, 1
can see monster lights
F\cxs\n'\wg arocund cur
Fields. Yeah! Spoookgge'
I+'s OK +hough. The aliens haven'+ landed. The
lights are coming From the combined
harvesters and +ractors! dad, Rrad and \Mox,ne
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(our vronch foreman) and all ocur other farm
helpers are d\*i\/mg +hem. M'\'@ working +heir
butts off +o get the harvest in before it gets
+oo cold. This is what it looks tike. . .

Ok ! Youe heard about our bit of Canada.
Now it's +ime to tell you about the vreal
MONSTER - 1 ywean Canada itself. And I'm vot
kidding! We're +he secord biggest country in
+he world, after Russia. Just +o prove how \o’q
we are, ggddo load of +his! My Uncle Ed and
Aunt Sondra live in Vancouver on the West
coost. M7 grown~up cousin (+heir cbugh+er) SQ\\V,
lives in New Brunswick on our East Coost. When

they op Visit har, they drive for seven whde
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doys! When they get there +they\e traveliad
nearly a Fifth of the woy arourd +he world!
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Ed and Sandra went to Britain For a hotidary
lost year ard couldn’t betieve how Fny it sl
When +they found cut that it's got over 58
million pecple (+Hhat's twice as Ny os we'e got)
+thay couldn’t bolieve it}

So-iF\lm\ikewideopens?oces, Fantastc
scenary ard masses of adventure and achvity
stuff, \,ou'\\ oo crozy here. We'e got humunaous
great forests, endiess prairies, eaO-mammoth
wountaing, more Hhan a million lakes, plus over
52,000 islonds sp\o++gr~ed avround the coost -
which, by the way, is the lorgest in +he word.
And we'e even oot about t+en zillion tons of
icing on the +op. That's +he giapnhic Frozen
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