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LUO YANG PEONY
“THEFIRSTUNDER HEAVEN".
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LUO
YANG
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Peony i1s a kind of flower well known in
our country. Its disc is comparatively larger and
the flower looks magnificent. There are many
varieties which are all elegant and splendid.
Peony has been esteemed as “The First—rate”
among thousands of species of flowers and plants,
and “The Absolute Champion” of all beautiful and
fragrant flowers—- “The King of Flowers™,

Peony has many interesting names, such as
“one hundred liang of gold” *, “ Fu—gui—hua”

( flower symbolizing wealth and dignity) and
“Luoyang flower”. A poet of the Tang Dynasty,
Li Zhenfeng wrnte in his poem:

“ As celestial beauty are they estimated

Drink to the full the admirers are made;

Who love these flowers and often get intoxicated;

And on their clothing the fragrance would long stay.

which has rendered the flower a distinction
as “The celestial Beauty”. .

Peony first grew in the Chinling Mountains
in Central China. It belongs to Chinese her-
baceous peony of the buttercup family, priinarily
a sort of wild deciduous bush domesticated in
our country for more than 1,500 years. It was
recorded as medicament in the Shen nong’s Book
on Chinese Herbal medicine. The bark of its root
is known as dan-pi (red bark) in Chinese medi-
cine. [t has the effects of anti - pyretic, hyperten
sion  relieving, blood invigorating and phlegm

reducing.

’



“Suit flowers does the Luoyang soil fertility,
The rarest under Heaven is peony with speciality.”

The weather in Luoyang is warm , the rainfall moderate and the soil
fertile. Moreover, there are gardening craftsmen who could grow flowers
with extraordinary skill. Year after year, hundreds of precious varieties,
rich in colour and var:egated in shape, have been cultivated, displaying
a wider range of diversity from time to time. It has thus been of nation-
wide renown and enjoys the honor of being “The First under Heaven”.

People in Luoyang have had fascinations with peony since ancient
times. Some Shao Yong wrote:

“Expertenced admirers are the Luoyang people.

Peach, plum blossoms they wouldn't regard as valuable.

When peonies bloom fully, they would excite the city whole,

Every one is overjoyed in celebrating the flower festival.”
with this poem the native custom is vividly portrayed.

Luoyang peony was planted for the first time as early as the Sui
Dynasty (581--618 A.D.), became in fashion primarily in the Tang (618—907 A.D.)
and got the title of “Being the Finest under Heaven” in the Song(907—
1279 A.D.). Poets of all dynasties were fond of this flower. Bai Ju vyi,
a great poet of the Tang dynasty, dwelt in Luoyang for eighteen years,
and had written many poems celebrating the very peonies, which have
been intoned up to the present. Another famous poet, Liu Yushi, des
cribed with such lines as:

“Coquettish is the herbaceous peony in courtyard but graceless;

Indifferent and aloof would remain the lotus though stainless. i

What in florescence stirs the capital city?

None but Luoyang peony, the celestial beauty.”

Henceforth, it has been held in esteem as national flower.

There had been a great deal of interesting hearsays, stories, folklores
and fairy tales, which showed how this flower had been beloved of its
admirers and planted deep in their hearts.

Luoyang peony got into fashion for a time during the Song Dynasty,




but from Ming (1368—1644 A.D. through Chin Dynasty (1616—1912) till
the eve of liberation it had been in decline. After liberation, with  the

. deep concern of the Party and the People’s Government, the old Luoyang
peony has had a new life and regains its youthful brilliance. So far some
two hundred varieties have been developed, and over one hundred thou-
sand stalks cultivated. When blooming, peonies contest for fascination
and colourfulness, which afford a magnificent view. “Yao—huang” gleams
brilliant golden tones having a grace uncomparable. The lustre of “Wei-
hi” with its unrivalled grace dazzles the seers. “Qiao —sisters”, in two
colours, pretty , charming and graceful, has been so. far the utmost marvel.
There are other characteristic varieties , such as  the white —jade —
like “ snowy pagoda” and the jadeite - coloured “Dou-1lu” (as green as
beans). At a° glance, one would always have a magnificent picture in
view, blazing with brilliant purples and reds, bright and colourful, par-
ticularly chanting.

“Peonies are getting more beautiful
in Luoyang region in present days.
Visitors from all nations are coming
as if they were running a race.”
When peonies bloom, the rush of admirers from all over the country
come and linger on the sea of flowers reluctant to leave. Making
light of travelling long distances, foreign visitors and overseas Chinese
would come to this city of flowers to see with their own eyes the spe-
cial elegance of the Luoyang peony.
“It takes twenty days for peonies to bloom and fall .
People of Luoyang city are all in carnival.”
Now Luoyang peony has become the emblem which stands for thri-
ving and prosperity of the Chinese nation. It blooms more and mote
splendidly than ever before.

% one liang is equivalent to 31.25g.
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LUOYANG PEONY IN ITS FLORESCENCE
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YAO-HUANG was first grown in the Song Dynasty at Baisimapo by a
Yao family. When the yellow flower first blooms, its colour is light

turning milky in full blossom. It looks fresh and chaste, dazzling with
brilliance, and sends out a delicate fragrance. Luoyang people value it

for its extreme nicety and respect it as “The King of Flowers”.







