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FOREWORD

The Federal Judicial Center produced the Introducing the Federal Courts series
10 help federal court employees understand how the federal court system works.
Program One: An Introduction to the Federal Court System discusses the federal
oourt system’s overall organization, activities, and administration. We recommend
that employees watch it before proceeding with other programs in the series.

This is Program Three: How Civil Cases Move Through the District Courts .
It has four parts: Part One: Introduction; Part Two : Service, Parties, and
Pleadings ; Part Three: Pretrial Proceedings; and Part Four: Trial and Judg-
ment . (Part Three, the longest part, is shown on two videocassettes. )

'The program focuses on a hypothetical securities fraud case. It follows events
from the sale of the securities and the plaintiffs’ decision to file a lawsuit, through
the filing of the complaint and answer, discovery, and various other pretrial events,
and on to trial and judgment. We have attempted to make each part understandable
by itself. However, for a clear understanding of how the many steps in a civil case
fit together, we recommend that viewers watch the parts in order.

Each part of the program has an acoompanying set of written materials: an out-
line, a quiz, a glossary, and sample forms and papers likely to be filed in a civil case.
The written materials are a reference tool for courts to keep and duplicate for each
viewer. The appendices are included as examples of the general appearance and content
of some of the papers typically filed in a civil case. These examples should not be used
as model docurments, because form and appropriate content vary from one court to the
next, and rules and forms may be amended after the release of this program. The ap-
pendices are not meant as a guide to correct filings under the securities laws, which also
may change and which are interpreted differently in different districts.

Viewers should also have a copy of the Federal Rules of Givil Procedure. The
program refers to the rules frequently; at times, viewers may find it helpful to stop the
video and look at a particular rule.

Rule & of the Federal Rules of Givil Procedure allows courts to adopt local rdles. Local
rules differ among district courts, depending an size, location, and caseload. If anything in
this program conflicts with a court’s Jocal rules and procedures, viewers should ask their su-
pervisors to explain the reason for the difference and follow their supervisars’ instructions.
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