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Introduction

If music is the “food of love”, then listening is the “food of oral communication”.

Before beginning to speak, it is important for students to listen to as much as they

can in English.

Students need modelled English conversations to develop their speaking skills, but
finding relevant ones can be difficult. Many teachers will often suggest to students
that they collect dialogues, both to enhance their listening and to study the
grammar structures of conversational English. However, when students, living in
a non-English speaking country, ask teachers where to get these dialogues, the
issue becomes more complex. Oral English textbook dialogues are often either very
social or functional conversations which sound artificial. Movie dialogues are more
authentic sounding, but they are also very contextual. Radio and TV programs in
English often contain either monologues or overly formal factual dialogues, which
are of little use to the student preparing for an interview type conversation like
IELTS. What dialogues can teachers suggest that would help students prepare for a
specific interview? Aside from the few sample interviews in various self-study

texthooks, teachers have, unfortunately, had to rely on a very small and

inadequate selection.

This textbook gives beginner level students a collection of dialogues as a way of
preparing to speak. The dialogues involve an interviewer and candidate, and are
modelled after typical IELTS speaking exams. Each chapter involves a topic that is
typically asked in the IELTS exam. The speaking exercises give students a model

way of practicing each topic.

A typical structure to each chapter involves

1. Pre-listening vocabulary
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Pre-listening questions
. Pre-listening expressions

3 dialogues with listening exercises

L = W o

Speaking exercises

The exercises are merely to make sure students concentrate more. Neither the
dialogues nor the exercises are particularly difficult; they follow the typical flow
and content of an interview. The main purpose of the exercises is to help students
get used to the patterns of IELTS styled dialogues, and to give them the necessary
experience in listening to native speakers. Each chapter involves a topic that is

typically asked in the IELTS exam.

It is recommended that students progress through each chapter and then, when
finished with the book, go on to study more advanced level dialogues. As a whole,
this book can be used repeatedly as a way to build love of English sound patterns.
Until such sound is appreciated and enjoyed, English will remain a burden. I hope

this book frees all students from such a burden.
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This book was developed to help those students who need IELTS style dialogues as
models, but are still at an early stage of English listening comprehension and

speaking skills.

[ would like to thank the students who studied IELTS during the first half of 2002

at the New Oriental School; they provided our school with the inspiration for such a

book.

Additionally, I would like to thank the staff of the IELTS department, and Mr. Hu
Min, the general editor, President of the New Oriental School. He was the founder
of the IELTS department, and key in providing the proper direction for the book
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To all my students and students to be, [ hope that this book gives you a good start

and gives you the appetite for more listening and speaking.

Nevin Blumer
August 2002
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Part I: Listening and Speaking Exercises

Units

1. Confirming Information

2. What | Do

3. Hometown and Weather

4. Future

5. Language

6. Free Time and Travel

7. Food and Restaurants

8. Family and Friends

Listening and Speaking Exercises
tA-Just call me Mary

1B-Could | have your identification?
2A-The marketing major

2B-My typical day

2C-Life is better for university students
3A-My hometown is quite large
3B-My hometown is beautiful
3C-What makes a good place?’

4A-1 want to study in New Zealand
4B-| think England is beautiful
4C-Plans and future

5A-Eng|ish is getting more popular
5B-English learning experience
5C-English is key to our careers
6A-In my spare time | just relax
6B-My favourite hobby is joke telling
6C-Hobbies make people happy
7A-People like spicy dishes

7B-A dish | like to eat

7C-Diets are changing

8A-My parents and friends

8B-My best friend

8C-Friends and friendships

Page

12
21
29
38
48
56
64
70
76
85
92
98
105
112
119
127
134
142
149
156
163



Content

9. Wildlife and Environment 9A-Landscape 170
9B-My favourite animal 176
9C-The environment is a big concern 184
10. Important Events 10A-Spring Festival 193
10B-A happy day in my life 201
10C-Festivals are important 209
11. Transportation and Traffic 11A-] usually go by bus 217
11B-My favourite transportation 225
11C-The traffic jams are terrible 232
12. Homes and Houses 12A-My apartment is on the first floor 240
12B-My home 247
12C-The housing situation in China 255

Part II: Transcripts

Title Page

1A Just call me Mary 262
1B Could | have your identification? 262
2A The marketing major 263
2B My typical day 263
2C Life is better for university students 264
3A My hometown is quite large 265
3B My hometown is beautiful 266
3C What makes a good place? 267
4A | want to study in New Zealand 268
4B | think England is beautiful 269
4C Plans and future 270
5A English is getting more popular 271
5B English learning experience 272
5C English is key to our careers 273
B6A In my spare time | just relax 274
6B My favourite hobby is joke telling 275
6C Hobbies make people happy 276
277

7A People like spicy dishes
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7B A dish | like to eat
7C Diets are changing
8A My parents and friends
8B My best friend
8C Friends and friendships
9A Landscape
«9JB My favourite animal
9C The environment is a big concern
10A  Spring Festival
10B A happy day in my life
10C Festivals are important
11A | usually go by bus
11B My favourite transportation
11C  The traffic jams are terrible
12A My apartment is on the first floor
12B My home
12C  The housing situation in China

Part II1: Answer Key

278
279
280
281
282
282
283
284
285
286
287
287
288
289
290
291
292

293
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Pre-Listening Exercises

1. Look at the following words from dialogues and see if you can make sentences

with each of them.

confirm [kanfom] v. #iE, RN
information [ infomeifon] n. {8

full name 2 %4
nice and slowly 1, 1818 Hb
identification [ai,dentifikeifon] n. (P ARY) i, (2 AM) RE

2. Look at the following questions and answers and check them as you hear them in

the dialogue.

a. My name is... and we ' Il be about... | would first like to... some ]
information with you. ]

b. First; could you tell me your. . .name, nice and. ..? L]

?. My name is. . . but you can just call me by my English name. . . [l

d. Thanks. and may | know where you're from? il

e. I’'m from the beautiful city of. .. Il

f. Great and could you show me your. . . please? U]
g. Sure, here you are. - R

2



Part I: Listening and Speaking Exercises

Listening Exercises

Questions 1—3
Listen to 1A. Write NO MORE THAN 3 WORDS for each answer. (¥ SREHEET
£ ERELABEIT =8I

| Interviewer Candidate
Name (1) ot Li Wei
From Australia (2. «» weutisss ]
English name Stan (3)...........

Questions 4— 6
Listen to 1A again. Write NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS for each answer. (Mg
2% F A B, AR RS AT =)

4. How long does Stan intend to interview the candidate?

5 How does the interviewer want the candidate to say her name?

6. What does Stan want Mary to show?

Question 7
Listen to 1A and check the words that the interviewer and candidate says. (k&

36 F TRl interviewer Hl candidate BT i3 (7 14 o)

a. Interviewer name b. Candidate name ‘
confirm confirm |
slowly slowly
beautiful beautiful .
identification identification !

. here | 0 here
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Speaking Practice

1. Top words to remember (#%.0 iA3)

1. Confirm
. Full name

Nice and slowly

Can just call me

Tl bW N

. ldentification

| just need to confirm some information.

May | know your full name/My full name is. . .
Tell me your name nice and slowly.

What can | call you? /You can just call me. ..

Can | see your identification?

Now with each of the words make vour own sentences. (1E H T 5 s im) F R iR

EH.)

1. Confirm

2. Full name

3. Nice and slowly

4. Can just call me

5. Identification




Part I; Listening and Speaking Exercises

2. Ask and answer the following questions as partner A and B

A MRS

Full name?

~~

Name to be called?

{
{
{
!
!

Where from?

e
{

ldentification?

Use the following model (15 F BT 45 4] B 40 i 48 [0 3F B &)
1. A. May | know your full name?
B. Sure, my...but you can call me. ..
2. A. And where do you come from?
B. | come. ..
3. A May | see your Identification?
B. Yes...



1B-Could
I have vour identification?

Pre-Listening exercises

1. Look at the following words from dialogues and see if you can make sentences
with each of them.

introduce [intradjus] v. S48

confirm a few pieces of information Bk /B EILEGEER

not to worry A AL, ®E

identification [aidentifikeifon] n. 4 iE#

capital [‘keepitol] n. HH#S, B&, BN

2. Look at the following questions and answers and check them as you hear them.

a. So may | first know. .. L]
b. My name is. . .|’m sorry | have no English name. L]
c. Not to worry, but what would you like me to call you? ]
d. Uhmm my friends all call me. . ., so you can call me that too if you’d like. | [
e. Great. Now can | ask you where you’re from? ]
f. I’m from. .., which is the capital of. . . province. uy
g. Thanks and finally-could | have your. . . please? ]
h. Yes, here you are. L




Part 1. Listening and Speaking Exercises

Listening Exercises

Questions 1—-6
Listen to 1B. Complete the sentences. Write NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS for
each answer. (WTREF5EM TR, BEEREZ AT =%,

Introduction J

Example: The interviewer starts by introducing himself.

The interviewer’s name is (1) . First, the interviewer wants to
(2) information so the candidate is asked to say her (3)

. The candidate’s friends all call her (4) . The
candidate is from (5) . The last thing the interviewer asks is for
her (6)

Questions 7— 10
Listen to 1B again and Check the correct answer. (W& LB EFRBEE.)

7. The interviewer wants Ru Teng’s
A Hometown
B Family name
C Given name
D Full name

8. The candidate’s English name is

A Jane
B Mary
C Joan
D None



9. The candidate is from

A Urumgi
B Xian

C Wuhan

D Shanghai

10. The interviewer finally asks for
A Identification
B Place of work
C Application form
D Application number

Questions 11— 13
Listen to 1B again. Check the correct answer. (IF RERBFHRER.)

11. The interviewer just wants to
A. confirm a few pieces of information

B. confirm some information

12. The interviewer asks what the candidate
A. wants him to call her
B. would like him to call her

13. The candidate says the interviewer can call her
A. Xiao Zhang if he wants
B. Xiao Teng if he’d like



