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LESSON ONE Part |

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN, “WISEST
AMERICAN”

Benjamin Franklin, American statesman, printer, scien.
tist, inventor, and writer, was born more than two hundred
years ago in Boston, Massachusetts. At the time of his
birth, 1706, Massachusetts was still a colony and the
United States had not yet become an independent nation.
At that time candles were used for lights in houses and
Franklin’s father was a candlemaker. Benjamin was the
tenth son of seventeen children. When he was oniy ten
years old, he had to to leave school to help his father.

Beniamin was not happy working in his father’s candle
shop, and so when he was thirteen his father apprenticed
him to an older brother who was a printer and publisher.
During the years that Franklin worked in his brother’s
shop, he taught himself to be a wirter. He learned to write
so well that he often wrote something for his brother’s
newspaper, leaving it secretly at night under the door of the
printing shop. His brother would find what Benjamin had
written and publish it without knowing it was Benjamin’s
work. Although Franklin was only a boy at the time, what
he wrote was well liked by everyone who read it.

Franklin liked the work in the printing shop, but he
did not get along very well with his brother. When he

was only seventeen, he set out to make his own way in the
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worid. He went to New York, but not finding any work
there, he went on to Philadelphia. As Franklin had to walk
part of the way, he arrived in Philadelphia dirty, muddy,
and very hungry. At a bakery shop he bought three loaves
of bread and walked down the street, eating one and
carrying one under each arm. A pretty young girl standing
in an open door laughed at the stranger she saw carrying
his clothes in his pockets and eating his breakfast as he
walked down the strees. The girl’'s name was Deborah
Reed. Later Franklin met and married her.

Franklin began working in a printing shop in Philadel.
phia, but by 1729, when he was only twenty-three years
old, he had become the owner of a newspaper called 7he
Pennsylvania Gazette. He made the Gazette popular, but he

15 had even greater success with an almanac he published

from 1732 to 1757, which he called Poor Richard’'s Almsnac,
The almanac contained the calendar for the year, the
holidays, dates of fairs and markets. many important
historical events, and much practical advice. Sayings, such

20 as “Earlfr to bed and early to rise makes a man healthy,

wealthy, and wise,” advising people to work hard and be
frugal, are still repeated in the United States.
As a writer, Franklin is remembered not only for. the

25 advice he wrote in Poor Richard's Almanac but also as

the author of his Autobiography, whith he wrote during
the last twenty years of his life. This story relates the
early life of one of the first self-made men in America
and it is often referred to as the beginning of American
literature.
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Just as he had taught himself to be a writer, Franklin
learned Italian, Spanish, French, German, and Latin, and
studied science and philosophy. He was greatly interested
in electricity and is famous for flying a kite during a
thunderstorm and identifving lightning with electricity.
This was one of the many investigations which won Frank-
lin recognition as a scientist in England and on the
Continent.

Franklin was always see’ng the need for something and
‘then inventing it. He found that the heat from a fireplace
did not make a room warm enough for comfort and so he
mnvented a stove. Once when he was taking off his regular
glasses and putting on his reading glasses, he thought it
would be easier to have only one pair, so he invented
bifocal glasses.

Franklin was always greatly interested in his communi-
ty and its needs. In Philadelphia he founded the first
public library in America. An academy he founded later
_became the University of Pennsylvania. He got the city of
Philadelphia to pave the streets and to put street lights on
them. He also founded the city’s first fire company.

Franklin served his country as a statesman and as a
diplomat. His last important service was to be a member
of the Federal Constitutional Convention of 1787 after the
coionies had won their independence. Although Franklin
was eighty-one at the time, he worked hard to get the
constitution written and ratified.
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He was greatly interested in electricity and is famcus for Jlying @
kite during a thunderstormand identifying lightnin, with electricity.,
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Benjamin Franklin died in 1790 when he was eighty four
years old. On the 248th anniversary of his birth, the American
Philcsophical Society, which he founded in 1743, and Yale
University announced a plan which will bring all of his
writings and all of the information about his life together
into a new collection. His influence on American life,
political, intellectual, and social, would be hard to overesti-
mate. The way in which he educated himself and.his rise
from poverty through his own industry and thrift has made
the story of his life, like that of Lincoln, an inspiration to
American youth.

NEW WORDS

Ben-’a'min Franklin/ ‘ben dzomin “fraegklin/ n, American patriot, writer,
scientist, and diplomat (1706-90) EH mHk

print-er /'printa/ n. person whose business or work is printing or setting
type FIRITA - EORI

Boston /’boston/ n. the capital city of Massachusetts /‘meesatfu:sits;
sots/ U. S. A, Bt C:RBEEENZE)

ap-pren-tice(:d) /o'prentis, -t/ v. bind or take as an apprentice ff f{ &€

pub-ish-er /’pablifa/ n. person whose business is to publish books,
newspapers HHR# - BITA ~ HIRiT :

phil-a-del-phia / filo’delfjo; fia/ n. a city in south eastern Pennsylvania
/. pensil'veinjo/ B (ZHEEMA)

loaf/louf/lcaves/lovz/pl. n. bread shaved and taked as one piece —B§
JEa)

Del-orah Reed/'debaroriid/ n. a girl's name EHHNE (AR)

ga-zeite /ga'zet/ n. newspaper IRHT

al'manac /’o:lmanzxk/ n. calendar of days, weeks, months, often with
various useful information % - B

Rickeard('s) /ritfed, -z/ n. a masculine name & (BT )
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cal-endar /’keelonda/ n. a list of the days, weeks, and months of the
year, with holidays, etc. marked B
fair(s) /fes,z/ n. a gathering of people at a fixed time and place for
trade TR
say-ing(-s) /’seiin,z/ n. well-known phrase or proverb ¥ - R E
fru-gal /’fru:gal/ adj. economical; thrifty; not spending too much money
B - MEMN
auto-bi-og-ra-phy 7,0:toubai’ ografi/ n. story of a person’s life written
by himself H{&
reslate(-s) /ri‘leit,;s/ v. give an account of; tell &t
self-made /’self’'meid/ adj. successful in life through one’s own efforts
B AR |
philos-o-phy /fi'losafi/ n.study of the truth or principles underlying all
knowledge; study of the most general causes and principles of the
universe ¥8&
thun-derstorm /‘8andasto:m/ n., a storm of thunder and lightning,
usually with heavy rain XERF
i-den-tify(ing) /ai’dentifai,in/ v. prove to be the same EER—
inves-ti-getion /investi'geifon/ n. study Hge
rec-og-ni-tion /,rekag’nifan/ n. favorable notice; acceptance; acknowledge-
ment RE - KZ
stove /stouv/ n. a furnace for generating heat, as for warmth, cooking,
et BRAR - Kl
bi-fo-cal /bai’foukel/ adj. having two focuses N Bty
acad-emy /3’keedomi/ n. school where some special subject can be
studied WP} ERE;
pave /peiv/ v. cover a road, etc., with flat stones to make a pavement
i (FHES
dip-lb-mat /’diplomeet/ n. person who is engaged in managing affairs of
state with foreign countries #43%H
fed-er-al /’fedarsl/ adj. united but independent in internal affairs b Edv]
con-sti-tu-tion-al /’konsti’tju:fanl/ adj. of a constitution . 4 0)
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con-ven'tion /kon’venfon/ n. a meeting arranged for some particular
purpose &%

rat-i-fy(ied) /‘reetifai, -d/ v. approve and sanction #Ldf s 2]

an-ni-versary /,2ni’'vassori/ n. the yearly return of the date on which
something happened #HE S (H)

phil-o-soph-i-cal / filo’sofikal/ adj. of philosophy #fEM

in-tellecitu-al /,inti’lektjusl/ n. adj. of the mind or intellect &4y »
S sRilee)

o-ver-esti-mate /‘ouve’estimeit/ v. estimate at too high a value, amount,
rate, etc. Efk

rise /raiz/ n. origin; beginning f£¥E - &

thrift /0rift/ n. absence of waste; saving &% » &%

in'spi-ration /,inspd’reifan/ n. any influence that arouses effort to do

well &7 R
USEFUL WORDS AND PHRASES

1. to be used for (to serve as a replacement of; to be used instead of)
Candles were once used for lights in houses.
2. to leave school (to stop attending school)
The boy bad to leave school to help support his big family after
~ his father’s sudden death.
3. to apprentice one to (to send one to learn a trade from...}
The ten-year-old boy had a hard time of it when he was appren-
ticed to a tailor.
4. to get along with (to live or work in harmony with)
Mr. Jacobs is such an obstinate person that he can't get along with
anybody in the office.
5. to set out (to begin a journey)
With the intention of coming back before nightfall, we set out
early this morning.
6. to make one’s own way in the world (to live by one’s own efforts)
Abraham Lincoln is known as a great man who made Ais own wav
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in the werld
7. to identify cne thing with another (to connect one thing with
another)
Many people identify money with happiness.
8. to win one recognition as (to bring one to be recognized as)
The twelve-second historic flight won the Wright brothers recogni-

tions as the first human fliers.

SPECIAL DIFFICULTIES

1. regular glasses=spectacles for seeing distant things that Franklin
usually wore daily & H#REERERE RS

2. reading glasses=spectacles for seeing things close up ZIER#

3. the continent=the mainland of Europe as distinct from the British
Isles BXI{ARE

4. bifocal glasses=spectacles with two focuses in each lens, the upper for
far vision and the lower for close vision WEHZRE

5. the Federal Constitutional Convention=the convention held in May
1787, at Philadelphia, to draw up the Constitution of the United
States XEEKXHESSB

EXERCISES

1 TESERESH > BEKEEBORE - ARERAY - HRTN - B8
SRFGFONE - RABNRE - HOEEH—HR > AESEHIT
X5k o ‘

1. (must  (2)puss (3)publisher  (4much
2. (Uprinter (2)if (3Richard  (iget
3. (vpleased (2)self-made (3)does (d)as
4 (Umad  (2made  (3frugal (@what
9. (Mvery  (2hail (3angry d)she
6. timuch (2heard (3thunder (@)how ”
7. (Uyoung (2paw (3)argue @how '
8. (lwent (2iwhen (3'many dvery
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9. (Usaid  (2mad  (3sad ()play
10. (1)gazette (2lsays (3)mad (4)say
RUTIIER AT BRI B TERMRE -

1. w' dzu: “tel mi “plizz “witf wei ai ‘oit ta gou from ‘hie?
2. ‘dzt dipendz @ ‘gud di:l on “wea ju: ‘wont to’get tu:,

3. ai dount matf ‘kea “wed to “get tul.

4, den it ‘daznt meeta “wit] wel ju! ‘gou.

5. ‘wat soit av ‘phpl ‘liv abaut “hie?

B R TS T AR OREEY ¢

{le:: cat only grinned.

It sew Alice. (when)

N

{Yotx are sure to get somewhere.
You walk long enough, @)
{Alice could not deny this.

3 She tried another question. (s0)
{You must be mad.
4 ‘You wouldn’t have come here.  (or)
JA dog growls.
" ies angry. (when)

LTS NZE A B EEENER > 8 an K the » MBRAHE
whad o BT B <

1. At _time of his birth, 1706, Massachusetts was still
colony.

2. Benjamin was ____ tenth son of seventeen children,

3. During_ ____years that F'ranklin worked in his brother’s shop.

4, At bakery shop he bought three loaves of bread and
walked down______ street.

5. ____ pretty young girl standing in ______open door laughed at

stranger.
6. - almanac contained caiendar for year.
7. As writer, Frank is remembered for the advice he wrote.

8. Franklin was always seeing ______need for something and then
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