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Lesson One
Christmas Day in the Morning
by Pearl S.Buck

I. Introductory Remarks

When love is mentioned,people might think it is the feeling of
fondncss between people of the opposite sex. That is true. It is a
kind of profoundly tender, passionate affection for a person of the
opposite scx.But love has a wider sense as well. Tt is the [celing of
warm personal attachment or deep alfection for a parent, a child, a
fricnd or any other kind of companions. In religious sense, it is the
benevolent affection of God for His creatures; or the reverent affec-
tion duc from them to God. In humanistic sense, it is the warm con-
cern and ardent help for pcoplc who are in n2ad of help bolh&
spiritually and materially. So in this world, in addition to sexual
love, various kinds of love exist, they are: the charity of God,the
closc relation of parent and child, the regard of friends for cach oth-
er, the mutual fecling and aid among human beings and also the
strong attachment of people to their own nations and motherlands.

But not all the pcople have realized the relation between parent
and child is love. Ts it love or just the tic of blood? Have you scen
mothers and fathers waiting paticntly in [ront of the primary school
for school to be over so thatl they can take their children home?
Think back to thc days during which your parents worked hard to
provide you with a betier condition when you busicd yourself in
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preparation for the college entrance cxam! Recall the moment when
you saw the tcars in your parents’ eyes on the day when you were
notificd of your admission to your college or university! 1t is love,
passionatc and touching parental love. Maybe it is this kind of love
that has wakenced your love for your parents and made you decide
to do somcthing in rcturn for their tender love for you.

The story we arc going 1o rcad is of this sort of love and the
consciousness of the love and the great valuc of the love in human
life.

II.About the Author

Pcarl Sydcnstricker Buck_ (1892-1973), a 20th century
Amcrican novclist, was born on Junc 26, 1892, in Hillsboro, West
Virginia.Her parents, Presbylerian missionarics in China, brought
her to China in her infancy.

China was Pcarl Buck’s homc for 42 ycars. She learned to
speak Chinese before she lcarned English.All her schooling was in
China until she attended Randolph~Macon College and, laur
»Corncll Universitly in the United States.

Her marriage to Dr. John Buck, an agricultural missionary
took her to a small town in northern China. She described the re-
gion in her best—~known novel, The Good Earth(1931). After 5 years
she moved to Nanking and taught English litcrature to university
stadents. In 1938, she was divorced from Dr. Buck and marricd
Richard J.Walsh but was widowed in 1960. After that she made her
homec in Pennsylvania.

Of her many novels about China, the best—known is The Good
Earth(1931) which portrays the Chincse pcasant lifc. Well-=known
for her interpretive insight, she was awarded the Pulitzer Prize in
1932 and the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1938.
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II1. Difficult Sentences in the Text

1. Strange how the habits of his youth clung to him still!

It was strange how stubbornly he still adhered to the habits
he had formed in his youth. It was unusual that he still had
the habits that were formed when he was young.

1 HLYCHR, i 7 4 O 4045 6 A 4F 61 119 57 1.

This is an clliptical cxclamatory sentence. “Still” at the end
o$ the sentence emphasizes the meaning of it.

2.Now that he thought of it , the stars scemed always large and clear
before the dawn of Christmas Day:

As he thought of the fact that the stars were extraordinary,
he drew a conclusion from his observation that the stars were
always large and clear on Christmas night.  As he thought of
it, his obscrvation of the stars in the past ycars led to the con-
clusion that the stars scemed always large and clear before the
dawn of Christmas Day.

BFTIX—0 B, %458y, KL M AL
FERRAK, X4z,

3.He slipped back in time, as he did so casily nowadays:

He suddenly found himseif thinking of his past. He often
did this recently. He recalied the past and he often did this re-
cently.

A28 T4 1, f3E S 3% 3 X KGR L S

“As”in the sentence is a relative pronoun introducing an at-
tributive clause with “as” indicating the fact that he slipped
back in time.

4. He had never thought of it before, taking for granted the tic of their
blood:

He had never thought of the fact that his father loved him

_3 -



because he belicved the relationship between father and son
was rather a natural thing. They were bound together by the
tie of their blood.

i SV A AR R SOR M L 22, B AR KR F 2 (6]
4 11 25 X: A% BB M 4R 197

Tn this sentence, the present participial phrase®taking for
grantced »=+ 7 is used as an adverbial of reason.

S.Now that he knew his father loved him, there would be no more
loitering in the mornings and having to be called again:

Since he had lcarnced his father loved him, he would never
wasle his time getting up slowly nor waiting for his father to
call him to get up in the mornings.

BESR WA 7 A0 B, RuRE LA & 48 7. Lo J55 5 o Y a0 45
SRR T .

“Now(that)” is uscd as a conjunction, meaning“as a result
of the fact that,”to introduce an adverbial clausc of rcason.

6.He got up after that, stumblmg blind with slcep, and pulled on his
clothes:

He got up after he heard what his father and mother had
talked about. He walked unsteadily becausc of sleepiness and
he put on his clothes in a hurry.

TR, —BRETER, #19 &K, ERIENER

In this sentence,the present participial phrasc “stumbling
blind with slecp”is uscd adverbially to denote manncr, and the
preposition “with”within the phrase means “because of”.

7. They were poor, and most of the excitement was in the turkey
they had raiscd themsclves and in the mince pics hig mother made:

The family was poor,all they could cnjoy was the turkey

they had raised and the mince pics his mother made. The fam-
— 4 —



ily was poor and could not alford to buy expensive things at
Christmas.However, they could have a good time with some
home—made,dclicious food such as a turkey or somc¢ mince
pics.

MR EAK, dHRREBATEZ L — S %N
KB R EF 3 % T A6 bt

In the sentence, after the linking verb “was”, the predicative
is made up of two prepositional phrascs, in each of which
there is an attributive clause.

8.A Thought struck him like a silver dagger:

An idca came into his mind quickly and clearly. He hit
upon an idca all of a sudden.

M RSRAE T — 1 75

9. He got up and crept downstairs, carcful of the creaky boards, and
let himsclf out:

He got up and moved quictly downstairs with great care for
fear that he would make any noisc on the broken, worn
boards of the floor and stairs, and then he went out of the
house into the yard.

WEKIE, BETBUIIE TR, /O RK, RS
IBRBEBBALR W, REH T 1T,

The adjective phrase “carcful of the crcaky board,” is used
as an adverbial here.

10.Milking for once was not a chore:

This was the first time he milked willingly and it was the
first time milking was not a tircsome,boring task for him.

BRFENHAR— S LHT,

11.His father was laughing, a qucer sobbing sort of a laugh:

His father was laughing, but the laugh he made sounded as

a sob; the sound of laughing he uttered seemed a sound of
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sobbing; he was so moved and excited that he was choked
with emotion and therelore he laughed with a sobbing sound.

AR KAk, AR ST Ay B IR
IV. Analysis of the Text

1. Theme
The theme of the story is love. The author is trying to make it
clear that love is a valuable thing which can change the colour of
life. The onc who can love others is the happicst and the one who
docsn’t have the ability to. love is the lonclicst in the world. Love
alone can wakcen love. In the present story, it was the tender pater-
~nal love that wakened the love within the son and it changed the
colour of his lifc.And it was the love he reccived from his father and
cultivated in his hcart that made him love his wile more tenderly
and thus it ¢! anged the colour of their life. Although they lived
alone, in their old age,they could lhave a happicr Christmas,and a
bright lifc was before them because love was in their hearts.
2. Division of the Text
This text can be divided into 3 parts.
Part I Paragraphs 1-—8 The¢ Christmas Robert would
have with his wile
PartII: - Paragraphs 9-—42 The Christmas Robert once had
had with his parents
PartIIT:  Paragraphs 42——46 The Christmas mornin g Robert
had as an old man
3.Writing Techniques
1) Analysis in Terms of the Structure of the Text
This text as a whole is a narration looscly—writtcn in informal,
modcrn English. Tt centers on the main character’s recolicctions of
the past.



The story took place on Christmas morning. Very carly that
morning Robert woke up and hc lay in his bed thinking hard. There
is a flashback in Part I, which presents the old man and his wife’s
conversation the night before about the celebration of their own
Christmas. Part II is another flashback to represent another carlier
event the main character experienced when he was only [ificen.
Three scencs take place in this flashback——(1) a few days before
Christmas Day, Robert overhcard his parents talking and he rcal-
ized his father loved him, (2) on that Christmas Eve he hit upon an
idca of preparing a special gift of true love for his father, (3) on the
Christmas morning, hc got up very carly to make his gift and his
father was deeply moved by what he had donc. Part 111 gives us a
narration of the main character’s feclings and actions after he re-
called the important moment in his life. With his love still alive in
his heart, he got up quictly,went downstairs softly and trimmed sic
tree-all by himsclf and then he got his gifts to his wilc rcady as
well-—a dainty diamond brooch and a letter for her to rcad and
keep forever.

In terms of structure, another point should be made clear. In
the story, the author describes two incidents clearly: one is the
Christmas morning Robert had when he was a boy of fiftecn and
the other is the Christmas morning he had when he was an old man
of over sixty. These two incidents arc connccted with another
onc,which is mentioned though not fully described. It is the slor) of
the birth of Jesus Christ. These three incidents are connccted to-
gether with some causality and they bear some similarity as well.

(1) Causality:

The story of Jesus Christ’s birth teils ux that 1t was in a barn
that Jesus Christ was born, and it was to thc barn that the shep-
herds and the Wise Men had come to give the ncw—born baby their
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Christmas gif1s. Robert thought of this and this made him decide to
do somcthing similar in their barn — to prepare a special gift of
true love for his father.

In the description of what Robert did that Christmas morning
when he was fifteen, the author tells us that the boy learned he had
been loved by his father, and his love for his father had been awak-
encd by the love he had reccived. Then when he was old, he didn’t
feel lonely because he still had the love and the ability to love in
him. So about fifty years later, he gave his gift of true love to his be-
loved wife.

(2) Similarity

Thesc three incidents all took place early on Christmas morn-
ing. All the characters in these three incidents were trying to give
some special gifts to the persons they loved. And all of them, the
Wise Men,the Shepherds and Robert, were led to the barn by the
bright star in the sky when they went to prepare and deliver their
" special gifts of true love.

2) Analysis in Terms of Linguistics

Since the text is a narration, the author uses informal, colloqui-
al and plain language to tell her moving story, making it easier to
understand. The author employs vivid descriptive adjectives to pres-
ent to the rcader pictures of what she wants to show, the verbs to
present specific actions which are vivid and characteristic. She takes
some special means to show emphasis, such as employment of end
focus, auxiliary verbs, repetition and questions. The author uses
symbolism and figures of speech rather naturally to rcinforce her
theme and to make the meaning of the story dceper.

(1) Word choice
A. «--The habits of his youth clung to him still.
B.For it was still night, a clca;;(:l— starry night.
— 8 —
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C.Hc slipped back 1 ume.
D. Thérc would be no more loippr[{xg in the mornings--«
E.--stumbling blind with slecp=++
F. ---crécp Mimo the barn---
G. A 1hough1 struck hime--
H. ---carcful oflﬁc crcaky boardses
I.--a big star h\_mg lowv over the rqof
J. e-two slrong—sucams rushing into the pail--
K. «--and bar;pgi the door behind hime--
L.---hisdancing hcart was ready to jump f{rom his body-+
M . He fou;wd h:s father and clutched him in a great hug.
N.The words broke  from him of their own will.
O.He put out tﬁc light and went tiptocing up the stairs.
(2)Emphasis
A. »++the habbits of his youth clung to him svlill .(end focus)
B.The cows looked at him,slg:_c_pxqu surprised . (end focus)
C. +»+ 1wo strong strcams rushiﬁg into the pail, f_r_olh_ipg__anc}_
Mf_rzig_rg_lgt .(end focus)
D.Ido hate to wake him.(auxiliary verb)
(repctition)
F. «s-and the first rays of the sun were glcaming in the east,
such a h_a_ppy, happy Christmas.(repctition)
G.Why should he not give his father a spccial gift, out there in
the barn?(question)
H.“Thought you’d fool me, did you?” (tag question)
(3) Symbolism
Symbolism is the practice of representing things by symbols. A
symbol is an objcct we can see or read in literature that lcads us to a
further meaning beyond that of the object itself. We arc surrounded

_9_



by symbols in our daily lives, many of them very external and
visible: the Red Five—Star flag symbolizes our country, the red cross
stands for medical care,and the image of a dove symbolizes peace.

In the text ,the author uses the folowing symbols:

A. The barn——the original meaning of a “barn” is a place for
housing livestock, such as cows or horses. But in our text it leads us
to a further meaning .It is the place where Jesus Christ was born to
send the love of God to mankind. Tt is the place where the Wise
Men presented their gifts to the new born baby and it is the place
where Robert prepared his first gift of true love for his dear father.
So, the barn here in the story symbolizes the birthplace of love.

B.The stars— again and again the author mentions “ bright
stars” “the star” in her story. When Jesus Christ was born, the
shepherds and the Wisc Men were ied by a very bright star in the
sky to the barn to present their gifts.(This is not described in details
in the text,but the story of the birth of Jesus Christ is mentioned.
People naturally think of the dctails of the story.)When Robert
went out of his house to the barn to preparc his gift of love, “a big
star hung low over thz roof,a reddish gold. ” When he was lying in
bed recalling his past expericnce, ;the stars were extraordinary!”
and he could not help exclaiming that the stars scemed always large
and clear before the dawn of Christmas Day. Does he mean the
night was bright and clear only because of the stars in the sky?
No,the symbolic.mcaning of stars is love—~—the brightness of stars
can light the sky amtl the brightness of love can light human life. Tt
can change the colour of human life and make it more valuable.

C. The morning——in this story all the incidents described took
place in the morning. Morning which is the start of daytime here
symbolizes the start of a new life, the awakening to 'love. The last
sentence of the text goes like this:* The stars in the sky were

— 10—



gone,and the first rays of the sun were gleaming in the east, such a
happy, happy Christmas!” The night passcd and the morning fall of
brightness(of sunlight and of love) came and Robert and his wife
would start to have a happy day—--a happy Christmas of their own
and a happy life.

(4) Figurcs of speech

A Hc slipped back in time.(Synecdoche. “He” is used for “His
mind”) -

B.A thought struck him like a silver dagger.(Simile. Here two
unlike things are explicitly compared—a thought and a
silver dagger. “Like "is used as a comparative indicater.)

C.He must have waked twenty times, striking a match each
time to look at his old watch.(Hyperbolc. Twenty times”
mcans® many times”, not exactly 20.)

D.Back in his room he had only a minute to pull off his clothes
and jump into bed.(Hyperbole. “A minute” mcans“a
very short period of time”.)

E.The minutes were endless—ten, fifteen, he did not know how
many.(Hyperbole.)



