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RESOLUTION ON SOME QUESTIONS CONCERNING!
THE PEOPLE’S COMMUNES

(Adopted by the Eighth Central Committee of
the Communist Party of China at its*> Sixth Plenary Session
" on December 10, 1958)

I

In 1958 a new social organization appeared, fresh as
the morning sun,® above the broad horizon of East Asia.
This was the large-scale people’s commune in the rural
areas of our country whick* combines industry, agricul-
ture, trade, education and military affairs and in which
government administration and commune management
are integrated. Since their first appearance the people’s
communes with their smmense vitality® have altracted
widespread atfention.8

The movement fo sef up people’s communes® has grown
very rapidly. Within'a few months starting® in the sum-
mer of 1968, all of the more than 740,000 agricultural
producers’ co-operatives in the country, in respomse fo®
the enthusiastic demand of the mass of peasants, reor-
ganized themselves into over 26,000 people’s commumes.
Over 120 million households, or more than 99 per cent
of all China’s peasant households of various nationalities,
have joined the people’s communes. This shows that the
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émergence* of the people’s communes is not fortustous,?
it is the ouicome® of the economic and political develop-
ment of our country, the outcome of the socialist recti-
fication campaign® conducted® by the Party, of the Par-.
ty’s general line for socialist construction and the great
leap forward of socialist construction in 1958. =

- Although® the rural people’s communes were estab-
lished only a short while ago,” the mass of the peasants
are already conscious of the obvious benefits they have
brought them. Labour power and the means of produc-
tion® can, on a larger scale than before,® be managed and
deployed™® in a unified way' to ensure that they are used
still'? more rationally and effectively, and comsequently®®
the development of production will be further facilita-
ted.** Under the unified leadership of the commune, in-
dustry, agriculture (including farming, forestry, animal
husbandry'®, side-occupations'® and fisheries), trade, educa-
tion and military affairs have been closely co-ordinated'
and developed rapidly. In pariicular® thousands and
tens of thousands of small factories have mushroomed!®
in the rural areas. To meet®® the pressing demands®® of
the masses, the communes have set up large numbers
of community dining-rooms, nurseries, kindergartens,
“homes of respect for the aged”*? and other institutions

EMEXEEFL. 10. [dipbid) v. B R 1. . 12 stil
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for collective welfare, which have, in particular, complete-
ly emancipated* women from thousands of years of
kitchen drudgery® and brought broad smiles to their
faces® As the result of* the bumper crops® many com-
munes have instituted a system of distribution that com-
bines the wage system with the free supply system; the
mass of peasants, both men and women, have begun to
receive their wages and those families which in the past
constantly worried about their daily meals and about
their firewood, rice, oil, salt, soya sauce® vinegar® and
vegetables are now able to ‘‘eat without paying.” In
other words® they have the most important and most
reliable kind of social insurance.® For the peasants, all
this is epoch-making'® news. The living standards- of the
peasants have been improved and they know from prac-
tical experience and the prospects of the development
“of the communes that they will live much bettcr in the
future.

The development of the system® of rural people's
communes has an even®* more profound and far-reachirig
significance.’> It has shown the people of our country
the way to the gradual industrialization of the rural
areas, the way to the gradual transition from collective
ownership to ownership by the whole people®® in ‘agricul-
ture, the way to the gradual transition from the socialist
principle of ‘“fo each according to his work’’** to the com-
munist principle of ““fo each according to his needs,”'® the
way gradually to lessen'® and finally to eliminate the dif-
ferences between town and country, between worker

11. even 3 M3R more profound. 12. PEEMHZX. 13. 2EHHH.
14. “H:#HW" 15, “HRBHW”. 16, [WMesn] vi. 5/, .
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and peasant and between mental and manual labour,
and the way gradually to lessen and finally to eliminate
the internal function of the state.?

All this proves the correctness and historic signifi-
cance of the Resolution on the Establishment of Peo-
ple’'s Communes in the Rural Areas adopted on the
basis of the creativeness of the masses by the Political
Bureau of the Central Committee of the Chinese Com-
munist Party at its Peitaiho meeting in August 1958,

People’s communes have now become the general
rule in all rural areas snhabited> by our people of vari-
ous nationalities (except in Tibet and in certain other
areas). Some experiments have also begun in the cities.
In the future wrban® people’s commumes, in' a form
suited to the specific features of cities, will also become
instruments for the transformation of old cities and the
construction of new socialist cities; they will become the
unified organizers of production, exchange and distribu-
tion and of the livelihood and well-being of the people;*
they will become social organizations which combine in-
dustry, agriculture, trade, education and military affairs,
organizations in which government administration and
commune management are integrated.® There are, how-
ever, certain differences between the city and the coun-
tryside. Firstly, city conditions are more complex than
those in the countryside. Secondly, socialist ownership
by the whole people is already the main form of owner-
ship in the cities, and the factories, public institutions
and schools, under the leadership of the working class,

people’s communes; in a form suited to thé specific features of cities B
AR BoMESMRTTFONEFLR they. FE=MrFaT 4T
/M which BlEMyZER -
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have already become highly organized in accordance

witht socialist principles (with the exception of some of

the family members of the workers and staffs).” There-

fore, the swifch-over of cities to people’s communes® INEVi-

tably involves some requirements different from® those
in the rural areas. Thirdly, bourgecis ideology is still

fairly* prevalent® among many of the capitalists and in-

tellectuals in the cities; they still have mzsgivings® about

the establishment of communes -- so we should wait a’
bit for them. Consequently, wé& should continue to
make experiments and generally should not be in a hurry”

to set up people’s communes on a large scale in the -
cities. Particularly in the big cities, this work should be

postponed® except for the necessary preparatory meas-

ures. People’s communes should be established on. a

large scale in the cities only after rich experience has been
‘gained and when the sceptics and doublers® have been
convinced. '

The rural people’s communes which have already
been established have not had time to consolidate their
organizations, perfect their working systems,® or system-
atically settle the new questions concerning production,
distribution, livelihood and welfare, ma.nage}nent and
administration which have arisen with the establishment
of the communes. This is because the communes were
only recently set up and most of them, immediately
after their establishment, {irew themselves inio the heavy
work** of the autumn harvest, ploughing and sowing and
the nation-wide campaign for sron and steel.'* There is

9. ['skeptiks] and [/dantos] {REEMARIFHMHA.  10. @AM S
W L BRARKIME. 12 2REMKIEH.
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as yel* insufficient? experience in successfully running and
developing the people’s communes. Different approaches®
to certain questions are unavoidable. The urgent tasks
at present* are to gquickly® achieve a unity of views on
the communes among all members of the Party and
among the people, strengthen the leadership over the
communes, check wp on® and consolidate their organiza- -
tion, define and perfect their working systems, and im-
prove the organization of production and life in the
communes. Energetic efforts must be made to streng-
then those communes which have already been set up,
so that’ they will be in a position lo carry out® ever
more successfully their great mission of promoting the
development of the productive forces and the relations
of production. - ’

11

The people’s commune is the basic unit of the so-

cialist social structure of our country, combining industry, -

agriculture, trade, education and military - affairs; af
the same time® it is the basic organization of the socia-
list state power. Marxist-Leninist theory and the suitial
experience’® of the people’s communes in our country
enable us to foresee nmow that the people’s communes
will quicken the fempo!* of our socialist construction and
constitute the best form for realizing, in our country,
the following'® two transitions. Firstly, the transition
from collective ownership to ownership by the whole
people in the Gountryside; and, secondly, the transition

(iks'piorions] 4] 4%, 11. ["tempou] n. . 12. ['folowip] a. THlEy,
TR EREH.
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from socialist to communist society. It can also be
foreseen that in the future communist society, the
people’s commune will remain the basic unit of our social
structure.

From now on,t the task confronting® the people of

rour country is: through such a form of social organiza-
tion as® the people’s commune, and based on* the
general line for socialist construction laid down® by the
‘Party, to develop the social productive forces at high speed.®
to advance the industrialization of the country, the in-
-dustrialization of the communes, and the mechanization
and electrification of agriculture; and ifo effect’ the
:gradual transition from socialist collective ownership to
socialist ownership by the whole people, thus fully
.realizing ownership by the whole people in the socialist
economy of cur country and gradually buslding our country
¢nto® a great socialist land with a highly develeped
modern industry, agriculture, science and culture.? During
this process, the elements of communism are bound #o*®
.increase gradually and these will lay the foundation of
material and spiritual conditions for the transition from
‘socialism to communism.

This 1s a gigantic and. extremely complex task. In
the light of * experience already gained, as the concrete
-conditions now stand in our country, it is possible that
socialist owhership by the whole people may be fully
‘realized at a somewhat earlier date?® but this will not be
very seon. Though the pace at which we are advancing

ER, Bl to develop, to advance #fn1 to effect. FEtE—AhLHETH
ANEYMRESHF (realizing and building) 4F3E. 100 $UHBE, —ES.
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