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The FIRST to CROSS
- the PACIFIC OCEAN

Ferdinand Magellan’s Exploits on the Sea,
and How He Discovered the Westward Passage to
the Spice Islands and Fell Fighting Gamely to the
Last :

A party of shipwrecked sailors stood in little groups on a small
island in the Indian Ocean, anxiously awaiting the break of day. It
had been a night of terror, a night that few of them had expected

to survive.

A few hours before, they had been wending their way calmly
and peacefully towards Mozambique, on the east coast of Africa,
bound thence for Portugal, their native land. The motionless air
and unruffled ocean had lulled them into a false sense of security.
An unsuspected peril had lurked in their path, and, almost before
they had realized what was happening, their two vessels had
struck a reef. Tranquillity at once gave way to confusion, and,
scrambling into their boats, the sailors had succeeded in reaching
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the friendly island on which they now stood.

Their lives had providentially been preserved, but they had no
reason to feel secure. The island might be uninhabited, but more
probably it was the home of a race of savages, who would show no
mercy to the uninvited strangers in their midst. The Portuguese
had few friends in that part of the world.

The first glimpse of daylight revealed the sunken hulls of their
vessels, not far distant from the shore, but beyond hope of
recovery. What were they to do? After a hurried consultation the
captains announced their intention of making for the coast of
India, about a hundred miles away. One great problem remained to
be solved. The boats would not hold them all— who were to stay
behind? At first,_ no one volunteered. The weather was calm, and
there was a reasonable prospect that the boats would reach India in
safety. But what fate would overtake those who remained? The
perils of the open sea were infinitely to be preferred to the
unknown terrors of that little tropical island. First cajoled, then
threatened, the crews obstinately refused to stay behind unless
their officers stopped with them, and very quickly an ugly
situation arose.

At this critical moment a short, handsome-featured young
officer, who had taken no part in the discussion, stepped forward.
He was Ferndo de Magalhaes, more popularly known as Ferdinand
Magellan. “ Swear to me that you will bring help as quickly as you
can,” he said, “ and I will remain here with the crews.” The

promise was made, and, with the captains in charge, the boats set




AT B HARE T dr, BREBUERAEHAHIAN
MK EFELE, XTHAERNEABERNTKS,
EAAUREXEEREEERAEITFAN LA, MBAIIXX
BAEZERACSHFLEZNPNZ O, WETAE
F B X — 8RO EH K

RS- RBRILMBNIEEF 7T BERASTHHR
BMULBHRE, CCZ2XAEEENBEERNGT.
XXE2D? BRMNAAHEE, EHFRMBIIITER
KAZE—BRBEZIIKNENEBRBREMT, HA -1
BERMEREHBR, BREBRATHANA—KE
BERAER L? BOIBFA —-—TARTSHEE TR, X
SRR, BRERREETUEERAEEFLBEH
H. TRBREFTRHOASHBAMFd 2HKWBRY
AITRAIRMEEFEEREEEEFR, MABEXT
PAFNSEZNBM P ERFINARME. —IFHEE
M, BERBT, URKFMNNIREBERELEE
BHESE, RIERBEBEMAMMIMI—RET, B
5 EEKER,

EXAEERL, —MRAMEESME. GH#
AHE. HEBFHWFERE RN T H¥K, R Fenio
de Magalhdes, EZ W A ML Bl R - ZEW ML, fbikd:
“BAXKFEAEXE, HXHREERNEERHF
BhBAT, BPLF.” AEMMRKMEE T AE, R
PR ENBERE ., BT EFES, RBERE — M

5




out for India. True to their word, they dispatched a vessel to the
rescue at the earliest possible moment, and, after spending a
fortnight or so on the island, Magellan and the crews were taken
aboard and shipped to India to rejoin their comrades.

The coolness and unselfish heroism that Magellan displayed on
this occasion were strikingly characteristic of one of the most
famous figures in history. He was essentially the man for an emer-
gency. The many crises he was called upon to face in the course of
his adventurous career served to reveal the great strength of his
character, his fearlessness, ruthless determination, and uncon-
querable spirit. The record of his life, so incomparably rich in
achievement, is without serious blemish. Every man has his faults,
but it was given to Magellan to have fewer than most. Indeed, the
only serious criticism that can be offered against him, exposed as
he was to the full glare of publicity, is that at times he was guilty
of rashness — a characteristic, bred of over-confidence and too
much self-reliance, that was destined to have fatal consequences.

The first European navigator to sail across the Pacific Ocean,
the discoverer of the strait that bears his name, and the first to
find a route over which ships could sail completely round the globe
— these are the achievements which entitle the name of Magellan
to rank among the highest in the history of maritime discovery.

It was Magellan’s fortune to belong to a period remarkable for
its geographical discoveries. His was an age of excitement, a time
when the whole of Spain and Portugal was ringing with the fame
of such men as Columbus, Vasco da Gama, and Balboa. Almost
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every month the world was being remapped; fresh lands were
being discovered east and west; numerous islands and vast tracts of
continent were being conquered by enterprising European
navigators; gold and riches beyond the dreams of man were
awaiting those who were bold enough to go in search of them. In
this atmosphere of seething ambition and exaggerated promise,

Magellan grew to manhood.

€ Born and Bred in Wild Surroundings ¢

Born in or about the year 1480, at Sabrosa, in the province of
Traz-os-Montes, in north-east Portugal, his boyhood was spent in
a rugged country amidst a ruggee people. Nothing is known of his
early days, but in such wild surroundings he probably led an active
life and was soon taught to fight his own battles. Whether he was
the pride or the despair of his parents we are not told, and
speculation would be futile. It is more than likely, however, that
as a boy he showed some promise of developing the high intellect
that characterized his manhood.

The son of a nobleman, he pursued his studies, as was usual in
those days, at the Portuguese Court, where he became one of the
queen’s pages. Lisbon was then one of the chief centres of
maritime activity, and the youthful Magellan could not for long
remain unmoved by what was taking place around him. He saw
ships returning from the Indies, laden with precious metals and
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rich native produce. He saw men in their hundreds flocking to join
the expeditions to “foreign parts. ” He rubbed shoulders with men
who had been out to the newly discovered lands, and who spoke in
glowing terms of what they had seen.

Hundreds who left Portugal in search of a fortune never
returned. That he knew, but the element of danger only added
lustre to the project in his eyes. How could the indolent, formal life
at Court compare with such a glorious existence as these wonderful

tropical countries offered to the man who would embrace it?

@ Volunteers for a Voyage to India ¢

If any surprise were felt when, in 1504, Magellan left Court and
volunteered to join a fleet setting out for India, it could have been
only because he had not taken such a step earlier. Francisco
d’Almeida had recently been appointed ruler over the territory in
India that had been annexed for Portugal, and it was under this
brilliant, strong, and loyal officer that Magellan saw his early
service. No better model for an ambitious young man, about to
place his foot on the lowest rung of the ladder that led to world-
fame, could possibly have been found. It was a stroke of good
fortune for Magellan, and he took full advantage of it.

@ Receives His First Battle-scars ¢
Almeida’s fleet, one of the largest ever dispatched on a voyage
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of discovery up to that time, left for India in March, 1505. Not
many months elapsed before Magellan found himself plunged into
the throes of excitement. A taste of what was in store for him
came when the Portuguese landed on the east coast of Africa and
stormed the fortress of Mombasa. A little later, on reaching
India, Almeida’s force was in constant conflict with the Moors,
and in one fierce engagement Magellan received his first battle-
scars.

It was an easy matter to appoint the Portuguese commander
Viceroy of India, but the task of enforcing his authority over the
cosmopolitan inhabitants bristled with difficulties. The Moors did
not lack support. Helped by native rulers, by Malays, and by the
levies of the Sultan of Egypt, they offered stern resistance, and
during the many battles that took place on land and sea Magellan
greatly distinguished himself. His fearlessness and personal courage
became bywords.

In 1509, he joined an expedition to Sumatra and the Malay
Peninsula, and later he probably took part in the assaults on Goa
and Malacca. The capture of the latter place opened the way to the
Moluccas or Spice Islands, which were popularly supposed to
contain riches surpassing even those of the New World. It was,
therefore, an event of supreme importance, which could not fail to
have impressed Magellan, and from that moment the Spice Islands

and his future were to be inseparably associated.
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@ Growing Appetite for Adventure ¢

After an absence of seven years he returned to Portugal, and
was given promotion as a reward for his services. Less now than
ever was he resigned to a life of inactivity. Before another year had
elapsed he joined an expedition against some rebellious Moors in
Morocco. Although not much opposition was offered to the
Portuguese, Magellan received a serere wound in the leg, which
left him slightly but permanently lame. Shortly afterwards there
occurred an incident that was to prove the turning-point in his
career.

He and another officer had been given the custody of booty
captured from the defeated Moors, and, some cattle having
mysteriously disappeared, he was accused of having sold it to the
natives. Indignant at having such a dishonourable charge hanging
over his head, he immediately returned home to offer a personal
explanation to the king. The latter had already received from
Morocco an exaggerated account of the affair, and by the time
Magellan arrived opinion at Court was definitely hostile to him.
Nevertheless, with complete selfpossession and no little audacity,
he chose that very moment to press for promotion which he

considered to be long overdue.
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@ Loses the Favour of King Manoel <

When King Manoel had recovered from his astonishment, he
angrily ordered Magellan to return to Morocco, there to meet the
charges with which he was faced. Nothing would have pleased the
young officer more than to have his conduct investigated, but the
matter was allowed to drop, and he had to be satisfied with this
semi-confession of his innocence. As soon as he could, Magellan
returned once more to Lisbon, hoping to restore himself in the
king’s favour. It was a hopeless quest. The king refused to listen
to him, and it did not take Magellan long to realize that all chance
of achieving any glory in- his country’s service had definitely
vanished.

‘Dejected and conscious of a bitter resentment at the unjust
treatment he had received, Magellan turned away from Manoel’s
Court, and a little later he publicly renounced his nationality.
None but a man of iron resolution and ruthless determination could
have taken so drastic a step, and if it earned him the abuse of
successive generations of his countrymen, it at least removed the
fetters that threatened to curb his remarkable enterprise. That act
of Magellan’s was destined to have far-reaching consequences, for
it robbed Portugal of the fadeless glory that was now to accrue to
Spain, her great rival in maritime discovery.
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