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Every country or nation has the right to utilize the achievements of
the world's science and technology for the benefits of its people ...
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With the support from 46 ministries, commissions and bureaus directly under the
State Council as well as from relevant corporations, the huge, colour book — A Guide
to Major Sci-Tech Institutions of China — has come out at last. This is a significant
event in this country's sci-tech fields.

As the most important component part of the civilization of mankind, modern
science and technology have no national bounderies, and nobody can prevent the
modern civilization from diffusing and spreading. Every country or nation has the right
to utilize the achievements of the world’s science and technology for the benefits of its
people. It is hard, however, for any single country of the contemporary world to solve
by itself all the sci-tech problems it is faced with due to the highly comprehensive
nature of modern science and technology, the increasingly faster diffusion of
technologies, the ever shorter cycle of scientific results’ transforming into commodities,
the inherent urgentness of competing for the international markets, and the unceasing
changes in the ways of technological development. International sci-tech exchange and




scientific institutes, it seems essential to lay bare all-sidedly the basic strength of each
of these academies or institutes before all of the national and international activity
fields, including those of society, culture, economy, trade and foreign affairs, so as to
assist them in accelerating their own growth through both their internal and external
communications, exchanges and infiltrations along with the tide of the country’s reform
and opening to the outside world. It is just against such a background that we have
compiled the present Guide.

Since the founding of this country 40-odd years ago, especially over the past 15
years of her practice in reform and opening to the outside world, China has achieved
universally acknowledged successes in her sci-tech undertakings through the arduous
efforts jointly made by the government and the people. A high-quality contingent of
about 10 million scientific and technological workers has been brought up, of whom
nearly one million are scientists and engineers specialized in scientific research and
applied technological research. Besides, more than 5000 independent organizations
have been established. The entire set of sci-tech systems in China covers almost all of
the fields of modern science and technology, thus constituting a vital foundation
indespensable for the country’s large-scale economic construction. Most of the
organizations have become powerful sources of radiation for spreading science,
technology and cultural knowledge. In each of the last few years, at least 10,000 major
sci-tech achievements were made, of which a considerable part has been com-
mercialized. In order to have more results of this kind transformed into real
productivity, however, a variety of further efforts have to be made, including extensive
propagation through such a medium as the present volumes of A Guide to Major
Sci-Tech Institutions of China.

Serving as the first multy-volume reference book with texts and illustrations
introducing the Chinese scientific organizations in a fairly comprehensive and
systematic manner, the present Guide collects the major academies and institutes
engaged in scientific research and applied developmental research, in addition to a
variety of intermediate-test/development bases and reserach-oriented enterprises, while
showing the outstanding ones in the rapidly developing sci-tech fields since the
founding of the country, paticularly since the beginning of reform and opening to the
outside world. It aims at showing various circles both at home and abroad (including
those foreign ones of science and technology, industries, their diplomatic and consular
missions as well as nongovernmental organizations in China, all the relevant UN
organizations, various foreign intelegent and cosultant agencies and libraries, various
Chinese governments, Chinese missions and other organizations in foreign countries,
and domestic organizations engaged in Sino-foreign exchanges) the Chinese sci-tech
fields and the achievements therefrom, as well as the basic strength of the sci-tech
industries in China, for the purposes of seeking and guiding the exchanges and
cooperations with the above-mentioned academies and institutes at multiple levels,
throu various channels, and in different forms, so as to Sacilitate the simultaneous
development of sci-tech introducing and export, and promote the transformation of
sci-tech achievements into real productivity.




cooperation have thus become indespensable, and the motive force thereof lies in their
own interests and strength of the individual countries. Therefore, in the whole process
of developing the international sci-tech exchange and cooperation of some of the major
. The present book consists of three categories of organizations: those subordinate
to professional departments, those of the specialized sci-tech systems, and those under
the local governments. A total of over 1000 Chinese academies and research institutes
are included, of which more than 680 are dealt with detailed texts (both in Chinese and
English) and photographs. Since all the manuscripts of the book have been
recommended and approved by the authorities of relevant departments, specialized
sci-tech systems and local organizations, it may be rated as a full and accurate
reference book introducing and exhibiting the present strength of China in science and
technology.

What deserves explanation is the basic meaning of the word “Major”. Since there
exsists no generally accepted system for the assessment of sci-tech institutions either at
home or abroad and, particularly, since the basic purposes of the Guide are
"propagating science and technology,” “showing the actual strength thereof,” and
“promoting sci-tech exchanges,” the wording of “major” as used to define those
institutions collected in the present book is, in fact, not endowed with any unified
standard. So long as an institute possesses a certain degree of strength of superiority
so that it is capable of participating the exchange, cooperation or competition with its
counterparts both at home and abroad, it does have come up to the basic requirements
Jor getting itself included in the Guide.

It has to be acknowledged that, due to some causes, both subjective and objective,

there must be something unsatisfactory or inappropriate in terms of compilation,
editing and printing of the book. It is particularly a pity that quite a number of
sci-tech institutions are not included in the book although they are likewise powerful
and have considerable superiority. From time to time, the Editorial Office still received
letters or visitors asking for additional inclusion even after the winding-up of
manuscripts collection. All these shortcomings have to be remidied in the Suture
editions or continued volumes of the book.

The Editorial Committee members of the Guide would like, on behalf of all the
institutions listed herein, to express their heartfelt gratitude to the multitudinous
leaders and colleagues in both the sci-tech fields and social circles, who have offered
their enthusiastic support to the compilation, edition, English text examination and
revision, and final approval of the book over the past year.

The Editorial Committee of
A Guide to Major Sci-Tech Institutions of China

December 1993
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