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Preface 1

Preface

The Centre for Criminal Law and Justice (hereinafter the
Research Centre) at China University of Political Science and
Law in Beijing, China, and the International Centre for Criminal
Law Reform and Criminal Justice Policy (hereinafter the Interna-
tional Centre) in Vancouver, Canada, jointly organized the pro-
duction of the book, The United Nations Standards and China' s
Legal System of Criminal Justice. This book is now ready for
publication after the two years excellent work by all the authors.
It is a new result of the program of co-operation between our two
Centres.

In 1995, the Research Centre and the International Centre
signed our first Agreement of Co-operation. In the past three
years, aside from the joint effort in producing this book , we have
organized many visits by legal experts, hosted and participated in
international conferences on the reform of criminal law and crimi-
nal procedure, held Chinese and foreign seminars of law, sent
scholars to conduct research activities on specific subjects, trans-
lated the Canadian Criminal Code and other foreign language ma-
terials, co-ordinated and organized exchange activities involving
senior officials of the departments of justice of the two countries ,
and thereby built a bridge between China and Canada in the field
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of criminal justice for friendly co-operation . Recently , we decided
to continue our co-operation in 1998 through 2000. We believe
that the publication of this book will be beneficial to the develop-
ment of exchange and Co-operation between our two countries to
promote the research of criminal law and the reform of criminal
justice on the bases of the United Nations standards.

Two years ago, the idea of jointly producing this book was
proposed by Professor Chen Guang-zhong and was agreed by
Mr. Daniel Prefontaine and Dr. Vincent Cheng Yang. At the
time, China had just passed a historical resolution to amend its
Law of Criminal Procedure. The new Law has recognized the
principle of access to lawyers starting from the early phase of in-
vestigation, absorbed key elements of the presumption of inno-
cence, improved the systems of compulsory measures and court
trial, and thereby made the criminal process more compatible to
international human rights standards. In 1997, China amended its
Criminal Law, affirmed the principles of equality before the law,
legality and balance between crime and punishment, changed the
provisions of counter-revolutionary offences, and strengthened
the function of the criminal law in maintaining the order of so-
cialist market economy. Considering the amendments to both
laws, we see the practical and immediate significance in the dis-
cussions of the vari®us topics in this book. On March 12, 1998,
the Chinese Government announced that China was preparing to
join the International Covenant of Civil and Political Rights. We
hope that this book could provide some constructive reference
ideas regarding the adjustment of laws relevant to this Covenant.

It is also our hope that the book can assist Chinese and foreign



Preface 3

legal researchers and judicial training institutions in their work
and promote further implcmcntation of the United Nations stan-
dards in criminal justice.

Chapters in this book are set in this order: a scholar of the
International Centre first provides an introduction to the United
Nations criminal justice standards as well as an analysis of their
historical evolution; a scholar of the Research Centre then gives
a comprehensive review of the corresponding provisions in crimi-
nal law and the law reform in China; and this is followed by dis-
cussions of specific topics by scholars of both Centres. Given that
the book is a product of international co-operation, we hope that
the readers will appreciate that the chapters may not be com-
pletely consistent in writing styles and there might be some over-
laps in the contents. However, being aware of other research pub-
lications on United Nations criminal justice standards in the
world, we would like to conclude that this is a book of high aca-
demic and practical values.

The actual work of editing this book was mainly accom-
plished by Dr. Bian Jianlin and Dr. Vincent Cheng Yang.

The Ford Foundation of the United States and the Canadian
International Development Agency provided assistance for this
research project and the publication of the book. Their support is

gratefully appreciated.

Prof Chen Guang-zhong, Daniel Prefontaine, Q. C.
Director Executive Director
Centre for Criminal International Centre for Criminal

Law and Justice Law
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