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Artificial Intelligence A a relatively young branch of science, new enough that we can

still trace the development of the field from its inception in 1956 to the present. About six yeatrs
ago, when we planning the Handbook of Artificial Intelligence, we thought it would

(‘t' possible to present Al comprehensively in three volumes. In retrospect, that seems to

have E‘ a good guess, although, inevitably, the outline has changed many times to
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The obvious advantage of a Graphical User Interface (GUI) is to organize the com-

puter to make from a human EB . rather than to force users to adapt to the

l_—(,vfjl of computers and software. GUI is converging to the point where a @ per-

son can walk up to a computer. experiment briefly with the mouse and the ob-

Jects on screen, and gain some understanding of how 1o accomplish basic tasks.
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In their initial with computer programming, many students have been ex-
posed to only one programming language‘. This book is designed to take such students
further into the subject of E by emphasizing the sturctures of programming lan-
guages. The book introduces the reader to five important languages, Algol, Fortran,
Lisp, Snobol and Pascal, and develops an appreciation of fundamental and dif-
ferences among these languages. An unifying framework is E] that can be used 10
study the E of other languages, such as Cobol, PL/1. and APL.
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