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Preface to the First Edition

This book is intended as an introduction to the basic principles of criminal
liability and some of the most important criminal offences. The offences
have been chosen (from among the vast range of criminal offences) to illus-
trate clearly the principles underlying the criminal law; they also feature in
most courses on substantive criminal law. There is a fundamental need for
the law (and especially the criminal law) to be clear, and its content easily
understood by the lay person, but first-time students of the subject often
find its key concepts difficult to grasp and the major textbooks somewhat
formidable. The Mastering Law series should provide a comprehensible
account of major areas of the law and an introduction to the controversy
and debate that is inseparable from any serious study of the law. This book
was commissioned by the late Lady Oliver, who gave me much encour-
agement, and who was a firm believer in the need for accessible student
texts as an adjunct to large-scale scholarly and reference works. Certain
features of the book have therefore been designed to help those who are
studying criminal law for the first time. There is a Case Notes section at the
end of each chapter which gives, in respect of the key cases mentioned in
the text, a short account of the facts and decision. Cases that are noted in
this way are marked with an asterisk when they are first mentioned in the
text, and the page on which the Case Notes appears is printed in bold type
in the Table of Cases. In addition there is a selective bibliography (giving
references to works mentioned in the text) and list of further reading for
cach chapter. Of the books listed, two are worth special mention; all
students of English criminal law will come to know well Glanville
Williams’s Textbook of Criminal Law and Smith and Hogan’s Criminal
Law. The section of Exercises at the end of each chapter is designed both
to test the reader’s understanding and to stimulate further thought on the
topics covered. The Workshop section gives an opportunity to practise the
practical application of the rules and principles discussed. The book
endeavours to state the law as at the end of March 1988.

MARISE CREMONA



Preface to the Third Edition

The third edition of this book sees the introduction of several new features.
At the end of each chapter there is a section entitled Hot Topic. This
provides an opportunity for a more in-depth analysis of a subject that is
particularly topical or has received attention from academics in recent
years. As the prospects for a criminal code now seem dim there is no longer
a chapter devoted to it, although it is covered in Chapter 2. The book
includes a chapter specifically on the potential effects of the Human Rights
Act 1998, although references are made throughout the book to that legis-
lation’s potential impact. The new edition has also been thoroughly updated
and many sections have been completely rewritten. The fact that the House
of Lords has produced several important and highly controversial decisions
in the past few years demonstrates that criminal law continues to be a
vibrant, if contentious, subject of legal study.

Although this edition does not bear Marise Cremona’s name her influ-
ence can be seen throughout the book. I have also enjoyed her advice and
support during the preparation for this new edition. I have greatly appreci-
ated the support of the team at Palgrave Macmillan, especially Helen
Buglar and Esther Thackeray. Much of the writing of this book was
witnessed by my daughter Laurel, who patiently played as I typed. I hope
the experience has not harmed her too much. My wife, Kirsten Johnson, has
been, and is, a constant source of love and support.

JONATHAN HERRING

As in the previous editions, cases marked with an asterisk* when they are

first mentioned in the text are discussed in greater detail in the Case Notes
at the end of the relevant chapter.
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