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The welcome which a Kurdish tribe gives a guest is not only hearty, but it is
a bloody affair as well. On the outskirts of the village a delegation of men hold a

steer ready for the slaughter, and, as the guest approaches, one of the tribesmen
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stabs the animal in the throat. There is the last agonizing moment when the steer
lets loose a bloody, gurgling bellow before it is dragged across the road, leaving
a astream of blood in its wake. The guest then steps across the blood. The execu-
tioner saws vigorously on the neck of the beast until the head is severed and then
heaves it to the side of the road. The khan, or other ranking host, turns to the
guest, takes him by the hand, and says in a loud ringing voice , “May that happen
to the heads of all your enemies. ”

The new arrival is now a member of the tribe. He has special privileges, too.
Each tribesman would give his life to defend him. Every man, woman, and child
will cater to his needs and show him every courtesy. People of the Western world
also want to receive their guests cordially, but the Western version of hospitality
certainly seems far less extreme.

1. The best title for this article would be .

A. A Kurdish Welcome -

B. Tales of a Traveler

C. A Kurdish Warning

D. Putting Out the Welcome Mat
2. The head of the steer represents the

A. head of the guest

B. heads of the guest’s enemies

C. head of the tribal chief

D. heads of all visitors
3. In addition to being a ceremony of welcome, the rite described is also

A. a sacrifice to the gods

- B. atribute to the khan
“ C. a preparation for a meal
; D an initiétion into the tribe '
4. >'After the ceremony; the guest is entitled to v .
\ A. each tribesman’s life in his defense

B. the respect of every member of the tribe

C. his choice of any of the chief’s wives

D. both A and B

-5. According to this article, people of the Western world are .



inhospitable to strangers
as bloodthirsty as the Kurds

less extreme in their hospitality than the Kurds

p OB

not so interested in guests as the Kurds
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