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FAST READING I Unit One

1. The Missing Wallet

I don 't often lose things and I'm especially careful with money, so I was quite surprised
when 1 reached for my wallet and it wasn 't there. At first, 1 thought it was possible that I
could have left it at home. Then I remembered taking it out to pay for the taxi, so 1 knew 1
had it with me just before I walked into the restaurant. I wondered if it was possible that it
could have slippéd out of my pocket while 1 was eating dinner. Thinking about that
possibility, I turned and walked back to the table where I had been sitting. Unfortunately,
there were several people sitting at the table at the time, so I called a waiter and explained to
him that my wallet had fallen out of my pocket while I was sitting at the table a few minutes
earlier. I had the waiter go over to the table to see if my wallet was on the floor. While the
waiter was looking for it, the manager of the restaurant came up to me and asked me if any-
thing was wrong. I didn’t want to get a lot of people involved in the probleni, but [ knew 1
had to get the wallet back. I told the manager what had happened. He had me describe the
wallet to him, and then he insisted that I report the missing wallet to the police. I told him that
I didn’ t particularly want to get the police involved in it; besides, I was in a hurry because I
had an appointment with my doctor in just a few minutes. 1 eprained to him that my biggest
worry at the moment was how I was going to pay the check. He told me not to worry about
that. He had me write down my name and address, and he said he would send me a bill.
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FAST READING II Unit One

1. The Missing Wallet

Comprehension Exercise
1. We can safely say the writer
a. seldom loses things
b. very often loses things
c. loses things once in a while

d. never loses things

2. That day the writer found
a. he had lost his wallet
b. he had left his wallet at home
c. his wallet was nowhere to be found

d. his wallet was not in his pocket

3. Why was the writer so sure he had brought his wallet with him?
a. He remembered not having left it at home.
b. He always felt his pocket for the wallet before he left home.
c. He believed his own memory.
d. He had taken it out to pay his taxi—driver.

4. According to the passage, the writer most probably lost his wallet when
a. he took it out to pay for the taxi
b. he walked into the restaurant
c. he was eating dinner
d. he was ordering his dish

5. Why did the writer walk back to the table where he had been sitting?
a. He was sure his wallet was still there.
b. There might be a possibility of getting back his wallet.
¢. He could ask someone there about his wallet.
d. He saw the wallet lying on the floor near the table.

6. What did he see when he got there?
a. The missing wallet.



10.

b. Several people.
c. A waliter.

d. The manager.

. What did he do after that?

a. He went up and asked whether they had seen his wallet.

b. He explained to the waiter what had happened a few minutes earlier.
c. He himself started looking for his wallet.

d. He waited till the manager came up.

The manager

a. didn't appear till very late

b. didn’t come because he was busy
C. came up very soon

d. came even earlier than the waiter did

. As the writer didn’t want to get a lot of people involved in the problem,

a. he only told the manager everything
b. he didn’t tell the manager everything
c¢. he reported to the police

- d. the manager and the waiter were the only two he had told the story to

Why did the manager tell the writer not to worry?

a. He was going to report the incident to the police.

b. He could pay the doctor for the writer.

¢. He would send a bill for what they had done for him.

d. He was sure the missing wallet would soon be recovered.



FAST READING II Unit One

2. The Nose on Your Face

The human nose has given to the languages of the world many interesting expressions. Of
course, this is not surprising. Without the nose, we could not breathe or smell. It is the part of
the face that gives a person special character. Cyrano de Bergerac said that a large nose
showed a great man — courageous. courteous, manly, and intellectual.

A famous woman poet wished that she had two noses to smell a rose! Blaise Pascal, a
French philosopher, made an interesting comment about Cleopatra’s nose. If it had been
shorter, he said, it would have changed the whole face of the world!

Historically, man’s nose has had a principal role in his imagination. Man has referred
to the nose in many ways to express his emotions. Expressions concerning the nose refer to
human weakness: anger, pride, jealousy and revenge.

In English there are a number of phrases about the nose. For example, to hold up one’s
nOsSe expresses a basic human feeling — pride. People can hold up their noses at people,
things, and places.

The phrase, to be led around by the nose, shows man’s weakness. A person who is led

around by the nose lets other people control him. On the other hand, a person who follows

his nose lets his instinct guide him.

For the human emotion of rejection, the phrase to have one’s nose put out of joint is

very descriptive. The expression applies to persons who have been turned aside because of a
competitor. Their pride is hurt and they feel rejected. This expression is not new. It was used
by Erasmus in 1542.

This is only a sampling of expressions in English dealing with the nose. There are a
number of ‘others. However, it should be as plain as the nose on your face that the nose is

more than an organ for breathing and smelling!
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FAST READING II Unit One

2. The Nose on Your Face

Comprehension Exercise
1. This passage is about

a. the human nose as an organ for breathing and smelling
b. the nose providing us with various expressions

c. a woman poet’s wish to have two noses

d. interesting comments made on Cleopatra’s nose

2. Expressions concerning the nose refer to
a. some human weakness or other
b. nothing but the human emotion of rejection
¢. a basic human feeling

d. more than one human emotion

3. “To hold up one’s nose” is an expression of
a. contempt
b. revenge
C. anger
d. jéalousy

4. A person who is led around by the nose
a. lets his instinct guide him
b. has no will of his own
c. is strong—minded

d. is full of imagination

5. A man who is described as “to have his nose put out of joint”
a. is happy
b. wants to smell a flower
c. isill
d. feels hurt and rejected

6. “A sampling of expressions” in the last paragraph means
a. “the giving of only one example to show one’s feelings”

___..7__..



b. “quite a number of examples”
c. “expressions given to serve as examples”

d. “expressions that need examples”

7. When you say it is “as plain as the nose on your face” you mean
a. “it is easy to solve”
b. “something looks like yournose”
c. “it is something quite easy to understand”
d

. “there is a plain—looking nose on your far .”

8. “The nose is more than an organ for breathing and smelling” means
a. “breathing and smelling are ne only two uses of it”
b. “the nose is more important than any other organ”
c. “more can be said of this human organ than its function of breathing and smelling”

d. “no other organ functions for breathing and smelling”



FAST READING II Unit Two

3. A Working Woman’s Dilemma

Dear Doctor,

My husband and I got married in 1965 and for the first ten years of our marriage I was
very happy to stay home and raise our three children. Then four years ago, our youngest child
went to school and I thought I might go back to work.

My husband was very supportive and helped me to make my decision. He emphasized all
of the things I can do around the house, and said he thought I could be a great success in
business.

After several weeks of job—hunting, I found my present job, which is working for a small
public relations firm. At first, my husband was very proud of me and would tell his friends,
“My clever little wife can run that company she’s working for. ” .

But as his joking remark approached reality, my husband stopped talking to me about
my job. I have received several promotions and pay increases, and I am now making more
money than he is. I can buy my own clothes and a new car. Because of our combined
incomes, my husband and I can do many things that we had always dreamed of doing, but we
don’t do these things because he is very unhappy. _

We fight about little things and my husband is very critical of me in front of our friends.
For the first time in our marriage, I think there is a possibility that our marriage may come to
an end.

I love my husband very much, and I don’ t want him to feel inferior, but I also love my
job. I think I can be a good wife and a working woman, but I don’t know how. Can you give

.me some advice? Will I have to choose one or the other or can I keep both my husband and’
my new career? ,
Please help.

“DISTRESSED”
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