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Chinese Spring Festival

When I was a child, like many other children, Chinese Spring
Festival was my favorite holiday. At that time, the Festival was full
of happiness and expectation.

I remember that I spent the Spring Festival in Guangzhou for
the first time. Someone said; “People in Guangzhou are those who
really bring spring to their homes.” And 1 quite agreed with it. So
before that Spring Festival, father went to the market and bought
some plants back. It was a little orange tree, I had never seen it be-
fore, so I looked at it with great interest. I asked Dad if I could
have some. Dad laughed, and told me this kind of oranges was not
for eating, but for its symbolic meaning, it could bring us good
luck. Dad also bought some color lights to make the orange tree
more beautiful. Then he put it near the window. We lived in a small
room, and it was not as big as the house we now live in. But when
my family and I saw the colorful tree, we all felt warm and nice.

We enjoyed it very much.



Having a wonderful dinner on the Spring Festival eve is my
family’s tradition, and this wasn’t changed. So before that Spring
Festival eve, we listed some food which is our favorite on a piece of
paper, then my parents spent several hours preparing it. At the din-
ner table, we cheered, gave good wishes to each other, tasted the
food, said “how delicious they are”, which made Mum—the cook
satisfied. The unusual dinner lasted one hour. Then we sat down
enjoying the programs on TV together. We laughed, made jokes
with each other. How peaceful it was! When 12 o’ clock arrived, we
all went out, saying “Happy Chinese Spring Festival” to everyone.
We were all cheerful.

As time went by, Chinese Spring Festival is less exiting, al-
though we put more and more color lights around the room. We still
bought orange tree every year, and our house is more and more
beautiful. I just think something was missing. People now don’t
like having dinner at home on the Spring Festival eve. They have
dinner at a great restaurant, and they keep on giving and receiving
lucky money, and the money is more and more. But I think all these
things are not important. The most important thing is that people
whom you care about can stay together and enjoy the happy time
with you.
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A Lesson from My
Exchange Programme

Last summer holidays, 1 went to Britain on an exchange pro-
gramme, during which I stayed in a British family and lived togeth-
er with them for about two weeks. During my stay in.Britain, 1 vis-
ited quite a lot of famous scenic spots. The magnificent architecture
and the ancient culture there left me a deep impression. The main
task of the exchange, however, was to have lessons with the Eng-
lish students so that we could have some idea of the difference in ed-
ucation between the two countries.

The college that I visited has a lot of similarities as the high
schools in China. After the students graduate, they will take part in
the E-level, which is the entrance exam of the university. In the
college, you can choose several subjects that you are interested in,
which include compulsory courses and optional courses. Each day
you have to take the textbooks or papers of the subjects you will
have with you to attend classes since you won’t have a certain class-
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