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) A [.L.SSON
PETS 1

In this [:sson, AMrs Banks is talking te  Polly, «
young schoolgirl. Mrs Banks und Polly are talking
about pets.

1. CONVERSATION

Mrs Banks: Good morning, Polly. 1 haven’t seen
‘you for a few months. [ expect you’ve been busy
at school.

Polly. Yes, I have, Mrs Banks, but today 1 have a

* holiday. : C

Mrs Banks: [ see you have your doz with you. Have
you just taken him for a walk?

Polly. No, I've been tothe vet with him.

Mrs Banks. What's the trouble?

Polly. Nothing serious. He is still a puppy and he
needed his anti-rabies injection.

Mrs Banks; I'm glad to see that you keep him on a
lead. Many people allow their dogs to run around
without even a collar on, and then they can easily



be mistaken for stray dogs.

Polly:. My mother says that if you have a pet you
should look after it well.

Mrs Bank; That’s quite true. [ see yours is well
cared for. His coat is shiny and he is in véry
good condition.

Polly: I brush and comb him every day. I start with
his back and then I do his tail. I also have to
look at his paws often as he sometimes gets an
infection in one of his front paws.

Mrs Banks: -Does he bark much?

Polly: Only when strangers come to the front door.
He is a good watchdog.

Mrs Banks: What do vou give him to eat and drink?

Polly. He drinks water and eats meat mostly but we
often give him other bits and pieces for a change.
He enjoys a nice bone but my mother says that
he makes a mess with that.

Mrs Banks: You know, in many parts of the world,
dogs do important work.

Polly. I didn’t realise that, Mrs Banks. v

Mrs Banks: In Switzerland, big dogs are ttamed to
save people lost in the mountains and. they also
bring help to injured people.

Polly: What else do dogs do?

Mrs Banks: Well, in Iceland, dogs pull sledges over
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the snow and they are very iwmportant there.

Polly. TIn Hong Konz, wz have police dogs, don’t
we?

Mrs Banks. That is another thing that dogs are used
for. They help the police a great deal and they are
also used in the Army and Air Force for the same
purpose.

Polly. My teacher told me that dogs are oiten called
“Man’s best friend”.

Mrs Banks; That's quite true in most cases, but some
dogs can be quite dangerous.

Polly. My brother was bitten by a dog last year and
now he is afraid of them. ‘

Mrs Banks: He has a cat, hasn’t he?

Polly: Yes, he was given that for his birthday when
it was a kitten.

Mrs Banks: I hope he looks after it.

Polly; He does. He gives it milk and fish and when
he hears it mew and purr hesays that it is talking
to him. o ’

Mg#s Bariks; Your mother told me that it -catches rats
and mice so it is useful. Have you any more pets

- gt home? '

Pdlly;; We have two birds in a big .-¢age. One has
blue feathers and the other has yellow feathers so
they luok pretty together.



Mrs Banks: When [ was a little girl my father had
a big aviary in the garden with all different kinds
of birds in it. [ used to love watching them ilying

. around.

Polly. It must have taken a lot of seed to feed them all.

Mrs Bank. It did, but my {ather made the birds his
hobby so he didn’t mind at all.

Polly; Our two birds sit on their perch and peck at
each other with their beaks and they seem to talk

. to each other.

Mrs Banks: One of my father’s birds was a parrot
and he really did talk. If I asked him his name,
he answered by saying, .“I’m Polly”. He alsosaid,
“Time for tea”. :

Polly; He must have been funny, especially as his
name was the same as mine.

Mrs Banks: He was and all the children of the
neighbourhood loved him. My father also had a
‘tortoise. ;

Polly. My friend has one too but he is net very

: interesting as he doesn’ t do very much except sleep,
I like my friend’s {ish the best. .

Mrs Banks: Does she keep them in a bowl or a tank?

Polly.  Neither. She has them in a small pond in the
garden and when she goes to the side of the pond
they come up to be fed so they are Teally quite



tame.

Mrs Banks: A {riend of mine had a pet goat when
she was young and her next-door neighbour had a
pet lamb.

Polly. 1 don’t think they would make very nice
pets. y .

Mrs Banks: They are all right if you have a big
garden to keep them in. Another girl I knew had
a pony and 1 always envied her.

Polly. Some of my classmates have white mice and

hamsters and one boy has a pet guinea pig.

- Mrs Banks; 1 don’t like that kind of pet very much

but I know they are quite popular.-
Polly. I still think my dog is the best pet.

Mrs Banks: The main thing is for each person to be
happy with his or her own pet. - : ‘
Polly. 1 like my dog ahd my brother likes his cat.

Mrs Banks. That way, you are both happy.

2. NEW WORDS AND EXPRESSIONS -

pet [pet] HLIAEMEhY EE

vet (veterinary surgeon) [vet('vetarinari “sa:dzem)l = B
B . .

puppy [‘papil /D

rabies [‘reibi:z] [wgR] [(E2 ERu



lead [lixd] (BRER) BEK, KF
collar ["kolo] X% (FER) FE
stray dog [strei dog]l KEHH

shiny [faini] RFH; HRFLN

tail [teil] (FHH) BE

paw [pa:] B, {T\%

infection [in‘fekfon] {54 B

bark [bak] R

watchdog ['wotfdogl &I

sledge [sled3] Zig

Switzerland [‘switsaloend] Hit
Ieeland [faislond]  JK&

police dog [po’lizs dogl %R

air force [ea fo:is] &

kitten ['kitn] /N

mew [mju:]  DkBkm|, VEUEM

puer [pa:] SR HEKR GBS
mouse [maus] ( [F] mice [mais] ) B, #TF
cage [keid3z] %5 B%

feather [‘fedo] “H/E S
aviary [eivieril] 5%

seed [siid] #XE

perch [paitj1 HEA

peck [pek] B

beak (bik]

tortoise [‘toitas] 4
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fish bowl [{if boul]l ML

tank [tegk]  CRAKRHIEER) REH H#
pond [pond] il

tame [teim] HIERHY

goat [gout] 13

hamster ["heemsta]  [#h] &R

guinea pig [‘gini pig] KM, RZR

run around REFE, MHILFR

be in very good condition BN RIEBHEY
pits and pieces ZTHLRE

make a mess of... BB —BHS%

not very —EHBAF; BFy AR, AKX

3. TRANSLATION
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HEEAK REFE—E. KR %‘%‘Eﬁi?&?ﬁﬁi%ﬂgf
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4. EXERCISES

Put the words in the parentheses into the right
order to make sentences:;

1.

o

The patient was ( [ 1] critical [2]Ja [3]
condition [ 4] in)

. He gotaninjection of( [ 1] in [ 2] penicillin

[3] arm [ 47 the)

. The two donkeys(J¥) are very much alike. I

([C11for [2] one [3] mistook [4] the
other) :

. Hewas ([1]spy [2] for [31 a [4]

mistaken)

. We have ridden for an hour; letus ([1]a
" [2]3walk [3] for [4] change).
. He contrived (X7 3| 15 )to make( [ 1]

thing [ 2] the whole [3] of [4] a
mess) ’

. Let me( [1] get [2] together {3]  bits
~and pieces [4] my) '
.1 alWa'ys get ([1] ina [2] strange [3]

lost [ 4] city)



I. Translate the following into English or Chinese
orally.

A. 1 like raising goldfish. Mother bought me three

>r Y

> &P

goldfish last Saturday.l was-delighted to have
them, '

RA 2 g far

: I give them a tiny bit of fish food every day.

EMILERER?

: 1 buy it at the pet shop. We gave them a salt

bath today.
BAi?

: Mother poured some water into a clean bowl

and added a teaspoonful of salt. With ths net
dipper, I took the fish from their tank, put
them into the salt water and left them there for
about 15 minutes.

: BERAE, RRAE THY GREANKE B, 5T

DIARBIEE B K EEAE RS,

: That's true. This morning as I wanted totaks

all of the water out of the tank and put in
fresh, clean water, Mother said that I didn’t
need to do that because the plants and fish in
the tank help each other to keep the water clean
and the air pure.



Give conversational answers.

ooy

(3]
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Have you got a pet at home?

What kind of animal do you consider
the best pet?

In what way can a dog help his master?

. What does a police dog do?

‘W here are birds kept?

. Where are fish kept?
. What exactly is a “stray dog”?

to be



