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Unit One

I’m a Freshman

BLA¥—FH

Dialogue 3}i%
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There are many people at the English Corner, talking in groups.

Wang Jun quietly approaches a small talking group. He is a little

timid but still courageous enough to stay with the group.
(Z=Zhou Jingjun; W=Wang Jun; J=Jake Tanabe)
- Z (a member of the group): Hello. Good evening.

N € N 8 o

€

: Err... Hi. Good evening.

: Do you wani to join us?

: Err... Yes.

: Are you a freshman?

: Freshman? I’'m sorry. What do you mean by “freshman”?

: Oh. “Freshman” means first-year student in American

English. Would you please introduce yourself to us?

: Yes, of course. My name is Wang Jun. I come from Tang-

shan, Hebei province. I’'m a freshman and I major in com-

puter science. Oh, this is my first time to speak Engﬁsh at
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: My name is Jake Tanabe.

: Jake Tanabe. I'm sorry,

English ¢ rner. so I'm very nervous. Also, my  spoken

English 1s poor.

: You are 100 modest. Your spoken English is good, actually.

: Thank you. Could you tell me something about yourself,

please?

: Yes. My name is Zhou Jingjun. I'm a graduate student. I'm

studying linguistics and applied linguistics in the Foreign

Languages Department.

: Linguistics? What does that mean? And how do you spell it,

please?

: Linguistics studies languages in a scientific and theoretical

way. It is speeled L-I-N-G-U-I-S-T-I-C-S.

: Oh. I see. (towards another member of the group who has

been looking at him) May I know your name, please?

but that sounds a little

strange to me.
Well, perhaps. I come

from the United States.
Now I'm teaching Eng-

lish in the Foreign Lan-
guages Department.
What? You are Ameri-
can? But you look like
Chinese.

Yes. 1 look like a
Chinese person because

my mother’s grandparents came from Guangdong.



