AL 3T S SR BOE R i B R B R H

““’WQ!’!DF"’

WlllEGt ENﬁlISIi

B\

il
14

: YL ES
2 RRES

iniprsisie
=/

== - — 94
[&  Frk

."-‘;M‘l R ﬂii. ,
B Yo

JREIGN LANGUAGE TEACHING AND RESEARCH PRESS



AE T S FCE LR @ T H
Contemporary College English

MRS RS

TR P

IR MIR

dE 1B &

BE RRD
b

MEHFSH R KM
FOREIGN LANGUAGE TEACHING AND RESEARCH PRESS



(R)FBEFI155 S
r-51ekig B (CIP) iR

LR R 08 (R 2 2) 80 A A e R B 4w . — JEat SNBSS FT AL, 2002.3
ISBN 7-5600-2713-X

.8 [ NL3E - RS - #ES 50k IV H3L

o [ R A B 54T CIP $06A4% % (2002) 58 015130 5

M KFEHRE

BiE2 HITAHB

FH IR

FEERE: HER

HITHE: HAE KRT

HREZ 1T SMEHF SHRH ARG

Ht: AL T AL 19 5 (100089)
it hup: //www. fltp. com. en

Bl U ANERE KRR
7871092 1/16

16

303 FF

S 2002 5 3 HE LR 2002 4 3 A LIKERRI
S ISBN 735600 -2713 - X/G+ 1286
£ 21.90 7T

MHEFHIHIAER
Soan 5 B = B

AT BRI ST R B R R A B B R
BRI LT ERELREY
WAL PRI 2 S 2R AR . (010)68917519




& A5 AR

A B K 2 E ) (Contemporary College English) ¥ 806 45 M 80m 5. A7
WEW B RRA T4 R4 0 L BRSBTS 1 A 7 B8 15 PR | (8 A & O 1 Y
BB, APUIT L AFE RS E, RATERE A B M TR KB .

XTFAERFEBEM ARG RN EFERABHREFOEFHEH. XBERE - HafE
fE—s B{RFNFE

HFHH

KT AL ey H B, FA TR 05 .

L —FEHESHFEFRENES NI BB BHYBETRR, 55— 76 L BB E S e
Bh2EA S ) LB AL IEETEER AR k.

2. ~HHERBESHANINGE, 55— 0 XEREBEEHERIES HOEE" R BFEE
PEERIAE S ERETEShER PIE#ZE FE S B,

3. —H E B SR T IR S, 50 — T X E S — R T B INGR, MRIE#
0T IR E I REE MR A R

4 —FEEERESHENILE, 75— T ENERZ T R¥FEQRRE, H i1 B RE
B2 SR, R R B TR L 3 TR R U1 94 S 465 ) AL R 0k ST A DR T R BB T

BAHER

A3 158, G —RE—FHEH ., SFRA NN LRI AT RS A XIRITAHY
CRMER S R B, AFEAEHA SE BB 54 R0 R AT X DR ST A0 1 45 A 25 T 45 RO 1%
HHERE TIANEE . B B0 & BB IRE (OB MiHEER SN B S )5 U 52 AL
HRMES I EFRTEH L BES , REASEM BB .

PRBI T~

A BB —ERERETE S E 3R R S 3 A R BRI, R BT 15 S U B ER
R BITHS EEFUTEKR:

L ERAEAE PR TR SCRERRSOF N A .

2. ESRAAMBEAICR R A TR, 8 I TR ERG, R EH
JT4E = B R RRPRTE . _

3ENESAEREEHWETUR FI TAHOEMAT ..

4. 3E I VPR SR R E AR B A & R ARIBE LT

5. BSR4 TE T AL BRIk ELARYIRE IR BR SR

BRI A

ERCRHM L. KT HRCHILE, BA T

1 ESCE S, EX A FE S AP AR, e R bR B AR REE IR TR B R
3.

2 BRI AETBLAR ZEXYH. FHESASLAHAMTARE, BRE2ENKTE
FIAB R ABeE BT E . —Se R0 CRAMIES ST 8%, A KN SE 01k, &
fERRER.

1



3. UM IR SCBT A, AL BIE L B AE %7 b BHI 0% B IR A B 2, 3808 4

MEZIENS Y,

4LTEFHEMNBERIRRE, BRLN. FEEARMLENE, SRR T h¥EEd
%) B S IHEH T,

RIS

R A B SR A HOE R AR B, A I R AR IR R W E B . &R
MRl k2R 50 N EA . Aialkn#ELL Longman i8] 88 (Longman Dictionary of Contemporary Eng-
lish) e HFIA 2 A . 1A] SUIN PR F AR URSe b A 3R] . TR AE IR M IR R A e — A
fE AT AL HE,

FCERRENAGE . BRIRSEE DRI, B s — i kI Y

e

A2 G F NN R R I WA TR RG-S . ARG R ZKRE 0. DEEER
BB, INCZ I AR S] . XEegh BE B A AR ST, SR BLEE A SR B Be X8R I MLE O R 4K
R, BALHES . EARRFILE.

1 DRSS  DEBH I RBISGE XA FRITH—E A, BEHKADN FRFED.
HH B 2T R @ R Graf A RUT UL RE ) A B AT AL BT 2 E AR BB R A LA A B,
HOMTE B B A A D RIE S, TR R B S, B EEMAEWRELUE. BHF
HERKEE I TERE, BRI, XEHIERNE SN EL IR LI E, —EBikeE
FAFFUIE., RIPANGI ERPFEME R IR SR B THRF 4GRS 2B B HENE
7. '

TE R SC[a) 25 K B R R b L AR SRR SR A, 3 BT DAL — S0 ] B 1P e s xR R 2 8, LA £
A A ) 2R,

EELEAMPESE SR, SEALFHTHEYIG. AL REE ST LI,
FikF BT E, RANTSEhF 4 AXRECA IR AT,

2, W4 X RABG I D ES . %I X R BERIC I BB S F P E A R
B RRRME A, TRATTA B A0 SR S 5 T ) 2 AR R SR A 8 — S T R ALE AR AN RS, B
SEE S A, A R P BiE) , B BA AR, — 1A B AR, iR, W) A, A K TR
A AR A, R B A Y RN B BRI i R AR T 2 IR R R

TR T R A TR BEARBILL TN 1) 4] w9 “IB 8" R LS8 B4R B SO, B )oK
P iF . RE IR T N ISR BUR AR . 79 A 2R e AR SCAL PR BRHE . 2 TP i V4K K
Wo. LU E&ITZES] NATES A UM P — A, B e A R A SR R E] . 3055
B B R BB A A KO MBS o (B R it B HE — S A0 AR 20 LAV R 3R r2F A 1Y
=k, OEIHITEEEIREIRE LR RIESFRRA, XRG4 HE L, B L EE
= TR TiE S A bRt B B, BN E B RS RIE B K. 5 REAEREREESIHA,
B2 B BT REL AR B RLS. 6) B E N b BRI AR TR — AT
[E] Py Lk 2 A SR B R RO K

3. BB X RAME R A E A RATBGHER S BRI R A AR 5 KF 8
fhit. BIBARFEARNE B&ZIEEEHEARIR, BEERIE A S i HE LA
WAL B T A R B A B A AR . BB — T, AT A B L IE BB K SR AR
BRI T, R AMEE T ENAFESFARRRTEYS AEMY REEAA,

2



T ok £~ B B VAL X SRR 2 B R PR RE

ARHE RS-SRS O, RO GE B AT - AT WAL, SRPHE 15
ARG . HE BR R AR AR PSR TR B SUR 0 [ 2 A 38 X S R E
BRRHATHT HERES  Ah KB, 0BG — 5 E R AR AT PR, HA 4 %S
F S N EERERN S GBS  BANMNE T EITET TR ERE. B %
JEFSid) SE 1A A E AR S AR LM R 2 MR R B SR ML IR 4 AL A X I — R 0 T AL
%) . BTG ROTIRA B4, WARRERE . B80, WHLE DU RS — 5 T sk
*.

SETCGR T AR B A G T BB AR 0 SRARE A B B0 5 SR B i 3 30, R A R T

R AR .
FEIRNC BRG] o, AT TR 20 B AR 58] o T X 264 18], A TR BT AEESR .
EnEE

FHEFREHA SRIAFHLNETEARS. ENEEAUEERZMELESEE.
AR HIC, HIGHRERIANE @A B EE LI AMEER

RXB

ARG WA —RIR X B, BTSRRI A B KEUHE, B RIS = e E A
HEREFAERE AR, EABBEFATE, BT R AE T LLE, FROALEERK.

IR HE

BATEVFF R KA 78 ifnd, Bkl fE T <.
« BRATH S KA 0. 5—1 AT

< BRICHIE S A FE 3—4 iRAT

< R 2 IRt

- FIRATLS 1 PR

BT ARG A A 7K AT A B R HEE S MR

EAR

ER AR EHE R ES SRR BE/EL IR R AR KT, W
KERTHOEEER, DRUIESCN AR IR EE N IEN, %2 05 RERE N BRlEBEIR
HIE S0 B AR A SR SO AR RSO B . DB RS S BT LRI T .

REHEBERMEHR 20%

L A A B 20%6

- HEIR 25 %

- HAREIR 359

AW BT BAESRS TH RIS L ERIE.

k)
2002 4F 2 A



Contents

Lesson One Another School Year— What For? = ceeersececrecesaneninna. 1
Lesson Two Maheegun My Brother «eeeeeeeseessseeeeeeeronmmimmneeeeenne 19
Lesson Three More Crime and Less Punishment =~ «seceeseceeeceenenas 35
Lesson Four The Nightingale and the Rose +eseeseseeeeiencararinaaeas 54
Lesson Five Say Yes  ceeeseessceesrisnerceiituniiitiiiiiniieieieme, 79
Lesson Six  The Man in the Water cesceseceseecacssasencesssrserascceaes 87
Lesson Seven The Greatest INVENtion «s+«teeseteerencessesonsesssssnsases 103
Lesson Eight Psychologically Speaking ................................. 118
Lesson Nine Quick Fix Society = ssseeeessessssseetmmnsnieeruiiineeiinnn 134
Lesson Ten The Richer, the Poorer seeessseseessessuirereaierasensennes 153
Lesson Eleven You Have to Get Me Out of Here +++ereereeeeenncans 172
Lesson Twelve Confessions of a Miseducated Man = ++»eeeeeereneeeees 188
Lesson Thirteen Blueprint for Success s+sereeereeeesees SCRTTTLTPIRRITEE 204
Lesson Fourteen Space Shuttle Challenger —«=++eseee SEITITRITRRETLY 219

Lesson Fifteen The Riddle of Time +evrsreesessarecnsaacss cevesieneveseens 235



Another School Year———Whart For?

§
]

1. The Purpose of College Education

Every September when new students first come to a university. they have a
week or so of orientation preparing them for the years to come. In the sessions a se-
ries of talks and tours are organized to help freshmen to understand the purpose,
rules and regulations of the universities, and to learn how to use the facilities, to
plan their studies, to handle relationships and even how to budget for their expenses
at college. The cssay is originally a talk Professor Ciardi gave during such a session.
What he tries to drive home is what students come to a university for. He points out
that a university’s purpose is not only to give its students sufficient training for a
career, but also to put them in touch with the best of what the human race has
achieved—-both the techniques and spiritual resources of mankind. This way, thcy
will becorne specialists and civilized members of society as well. What Professor
Ciardi said years ago is relevant to China’s institutions of higher learning.

The Z1st century is often referred to as an age of information and of globaliza-
tion. In this age, we need people who will be able not only to keep up with the lat-
est advances in science and technology, but also to communicate with other people
and other nations. Therefore college students are expected to develop in an all-
around way to meet the needs of the new century. While at college. students should
be avid readers and learners and arm themselves with the best of mankind’s tech-
niques andl spiritual resources, and seize all opportunities to cultivate the spirit of
teamwork, the ability to handle emergencies and to work under pressure.

Wher: emphasizing the two-fold purpose of colleges and universities, the writer
seems to think that technical training schools don’t have to expose their students to
profound ideas. We think that all schools, as well as colleges and universities.,
should aim: at turning out useful and civilized members of society.

2. The Structure of the Text

The text can be conveniently divided into two parts. In the first part (paras. 1
—8), the writer describes his encounter with a student of his. He tried but failed to
convince the student that a pharmacy major needs to read great writers. In the sec-
ond part (paras.9—14), he restates, fourteen years later, what he still believes to

be the purpose of a university: putting its students in touch with the best civiliza-
1



tions the human race has created.
3. Style

As it is originally a talk, the writer adopts a basically colloquial and familiar
style. As you read, you feel as if the professor is talking to you face to face. To
recreate the scene of his encounter with the tall boy in his office, he uses the direct
speech. This way, the reader can imagine the ignorance and arrogance of the
student. The sentence structure is generally not very complicated. But there are a
few long and involved sentences in the second part of the text, for example, the
last sentence in Paragraph 12. And the last paragraph consists of two very long
ones.

The tone in the first part is humorous and mildly sarcastic. The pharmacy ma-
jor is referred to as “a beanpole with hair on top”, “this specimen” and “this parti-
cular pest”.

111

1. Let me tell you one of the earliest disasters in my career as a teacher. G 1 )
Let me tell you something that happened when I first became a teacher. It was one of the ex-
asperating experiences in the first days of my teaching career.

The word “disaster” often means “an unexpected event such as a very bad accident, a flood or
a fire that kills a lot of people or causes a lot of damage”. Here, used informally, it means “a

complete failure”, The writer exaggerates the situation and uses the word humorously.

2. ... 1 was fresh out of graduate school starting my first semester at the Uni-

versity of Kansas City. G 1)

... I had just completed my graduate studies and began teaching at the University of Kansas
City.

be fresh out of/from sth, : to have just come from a particular place; to have just had a particu-
lar experience, e. g.

students fresh from college
athletes fresh from their success at the Ninth National Games

3. Part of the student bddy was a2 beanpole with hair on top who came into my
class, sat down, folded his arms, and looked at me as if to say “All right,
teach me something.” (— )

The sentence tells us what an unfavorable impression the student left on the writer the first
day he came to class. First, he was referred to as “a beanpole with hair on top” (MEKTE.
G MK ). Also, his manners irritated the writer: instead of listening attentively
and taking notes, he behaved as if he had paid to watch a show of some sort and was waiting
to be entertained.

2



4.

5.

The word “beanpole” means “a tall thin person”. Here the writer deliberately evokes a “bean
pole”, a pole farmers use as a support in vegetable gardens.
part of the student body: one of the students
the student body: all the students of the university
body: a group of people who work or act together, often for an official purpose, or who are
connected in some other way, e. g.

a law-making body 37.3EHLH4

the governing body of the university J =& B4

Two weeks later we started Hamlet. (—{/i
Obviously, the writer was teaching a course in Shakespeare. In such a course, generally five

of Shakespeare’s plays are studied, Hamlet generally included.

Three weeks later he came into my office with his hands on his hips. “Look,”
he said, “I came here to be a pharmacist. Why do | have to read this stuff?”
G 1))

Cultural Notes:
1) In American universities, an instructor has office hours during which students taking the

course can go and ask questions or discuss term papers with him/her,
2) College students in the United States are required to take a number of courses in areas oth-
er than their major. That was why the pharmacy major took a course in literature.
with his hands on his hips: This shows that the student wasn’t carrying anything, and what’s
more, this business-minded young man came to challenge his instructor, like customers ques-

tioning about the goods or service they have bought.

And not having a book of his own to point to, he pointed to mine which was ly-
ing on the desk. (b

Note the negative form of a present participle is “not doing sth. ” and nor “doing not ... ”.

New as | was to the faculty, | could have told this specimen a number of
things. )

Though 1 was a new teacher, 1knew I could tell him what a university was for, but I didn’t.

(RERZBAE) WPHEHXEEREREEI .

In the remaining part of the paragraph, the writer tells us what he could but did not say to the
student.

Note that the writer now referred to the student as a specimen in a humorcus way, meaning he
was typical of a type of students who came to a university just to get training for a career, as

if he were typical of a certain race of animals,
new to sth. : not yet familiar with sth, because you have only just started, arrived, etc.

I could have pointed out that he had enrolled, not in a drugstore-mechanics
3



school, but in a college and that at the end of his course meant to reach for a
scroll that read Bachelor of Science. (—ED

I could have told him that he was now not getting training for a job in a technical school but
doing a B. S. at a university.

mean to do sth. ; to intend to do sth.

reach for sth. : to try to obtain sth,

read Bachelor of Science: to have Bachelor of Science written on the scroll

It would certify that he had specialized in pharmacy, but it would further cer-
tify that he had been exposed to some of the ideas mankind has generated
within its history. (—ED
The B, S. certificate would be an official proof that the holder had special knowledge of phar-
macy, but it would also be a proof that he/she had learned/absorbed some profound ideas of
the past.
certify that . .. . to state officially, especially in writing that ..., e. g.

This is to certify that Ms. Li Lin worked for IBM Beijing Office from January 1998 to

June 2000.

specialize in: to limit all or most of one’s study,business, etc, to a particular activity or sub-
ject, e. g

Professor Zhang specializes in American drama.

My sister specializes in contract law.

At age 30, he started a company specializing in home computers.
generate; to produce or create sth. , e. g

They have a large body of young people who are capable of generating new ideas.

This machine can generate electricity in case of a power failure,

10. That is to say, he had not entered a technical training school but a university

and in universities students enroll for both training and education. (—¥D
Here the word education is used in a broad sense, not only the process of acquiring knowl-
edge and developing skills, but also that of improving the mind.
enroll; (BrE enrol) to arrange for yourself or somebody else to officially join a course,
school, etc. , e. g.

He is enrolled in a two-month course for TOEFL.

When he {failed the national college entrance exams, he decided to enroll in a private ter-

tiary school.

What is the difference between training and education, according to the writer?
Training is preparation for a job, or a career, such as the training in a certain skill. Educa-

tion, on the other hand, is learning to develop one’s mental and moral powers.

11. 1 could have told him all this, but it was fairly obvious he wasn’t going to be

around long enough for it to matter. (—ED
4



12.

13.

14.

1S.

16.

I didn’t actually say all this to him, because I didn’t think he would stay at college very long,
so it wouldn’t be important whether or not he knew what university education was for.
be around: to be present in a place; available
matter (to sb. ): to be important or have an important effect on sb. /sth. , e. g.
It doesn’t matter whether or not you agree, My mind is made up,
Does it matter if I write in pencil?
It hardly matters what you learn, as long as it deeply interests you and helps to broaden
your horizon,
Pay attention to the two “it”s. The first is an introductory/anticipatory “it” while the second

refers to “whether 1 told him all this”. “For” is used to introduce the performer of the action

“to matter”,

Nevertheless, | was young and | had a high sense of duty and | tried to put it
this way... (—FD
Instead of telling him the importance of an all-around education, I tried to convince him from
a very practical point of view,
put: to express or say sth, in a particular way, e. g.

Can you put it in another way?

I really don’t know how to put it. I don’t really hate the city. 1 don’t love it either.

“For the rest of your life,” 1 said, “your days are going to average out to
about twenty-four hours.” (—E))
average out to: (informal) to come to an average or ordinary level or standard, especially
after being higher or lower, e. g.

Meals at the university average out to about 10 yuan per day.

The couple’s income averages out to 5,000 yuan a month,

The restaurant’s monthly profits averaged out at 30% last year.

They will be a little shorter when you are in love, and a littie longer when
you are out of love, but the average will tend to hold. B
hold (= hold good): to be true or valid, to apply

For eight of these hours, more or less, you will be asleep. ! —f)
more or less: approximately, e. g.

She works 12 hours a day, more or less.
Another meaning of the idiom; basically, essentially, almost, e. g.

I've more or less finished my composition.

We have more or less reached an agreement on the matter.

...be usefully employed. (—§1)
be employed in doing sth. : (written) to spend your time doing sth. , e. g.



17.

18.

The old man’s days were employed in reading, writing, and doing Chinese boxing.

The old lady was busily employed in knitting sweaters for her grandchildren.

Assume you have gone through pharmacy school ... (-
Suppose/Let’s imagine you have completed your studies of pharmacy ...

You will see to it that the cyanide stays out of the aspirin, that the bull
doesn’t jump the fence, or that your client doesn’t go to the electric chair as
a result of your incompetence. (—E
You have to take responsibility for the work you do. If you're a pharmacist, you should make
sure that aspirin is not mixed with poisonous chemicals. As an engineer, you shouldn’t get
things out of control. If you become a lawyer, You should make sure an innocent person is
not sentenced to death because you lack adequate legal knowledge and skill to defend your
client.
see to it that: to make sure that, e. g.

Can you see to it that all the invitations are delivered today?

I'll see to it that everything is ready before the guests arrive,
go to the electric chair (= electrocute) : to be punished by being killed on the electric chair,
that is, by passing electricity through the body

Along with everything else, they will probably be what puts food on your
table, supports your wife, and rears your children. = 5 )

In addition to all other things (such as satisfaction) these professions offer, they provide you
with a living so that you can support a family—wife and children.

along with: in addition to sb. /sth. ; in the same way as sb. /sth.

They will be your income, and may it always suffice. (—E1)
they: the skills

it: your income
may it always suffice: I hope your income will always be enough. (In other words, the writer
hopes that the skills he learns at college will always provide him and his family with a liv-

ing. )

... what do you do with those other eight hours? ( = )

do with: (in questions with “what”) to take action with regard to, e. g.
What shall we do with the children when we’re away?
What do you do with rice straw in your country?
They do not know what to do with all the garbage here,

Will the children ever be exposed to a reasonably penetrating idea at home?
G 6 )

6




Will your children ever hear you talk about something profound at home?
be exposed to (usually, a new idea or feeling): to be given experience of it, or introduced to
ity e, g.
To learn more about the world we live in, we should be exposed to different cultures.
Studying abroad, he was exposed to a new way of life,
reasonably: to a degree that is fairly good but not very good, e. g.
She wants to find a place reasonably close (= not far from) to her university.
Our university is not one of the top ten, but reasonably well known both at home and
abroad.

penetrating idea: one that requires the ability of understanding clearly and deeply

Will you be presiding over a family that maintains some contact with the

great democratic intellect? (— ¥}
Will you be head of a family who brings up the kids in a democratic spirit?

preside over: to be in charge or to control a meeting or an event, here used humorously

maintain contact with: to keep in touch with, here used figuratively
the great democratic intellect: the level of ideas possible in a society based on the belief that

all people are equal politically or socially

Will there be a book in the house? ()

Will you be reading serious books (not just popular fiction)?

Will there be a painting a reasonably sensitive man can look at without shud-
dering? G 6 ))
What kind of pictures will you put up in your house? Will you have a painting in your house

that shows some taste on your part?

this particular pest (—¥d)
pest: (informal) an annoying person or a thing

Me, I’'m out to make money. (K
be out to do sth. /for sth. : to be trying to get or do sth. , e, g.
The company is out to break into the European market,

Look out for such end-of-the-year sales. These shops are out to trick you into buying

what you don’t need.

“I hope you make a lot of it,” I told him, “because you’re going to be badly
stuck for something to do when you’re not signing checks.” (¥l
Note the sarcastic tone of the writer. In spite of what he had said, the student didn’t seem to

be convinced. What the writer meant here is something like this: If you don’t have any goal
7



31-

in life apart from making money to satisfy your desire for material riches, go ahead and make
a lot of it.
be stuck for sth, : not to know what to do in a particular situation, e, g.

In the middle of the speech, he was stuck for words (= he didn’t know how to go on).

signing checks: paying for what you’ve bought by signing checks

...to put you in touch with what the best human minds have thought. (—¥F})
... to expose you to/make you understand the ideas, opinions and thinking of the best phi-

losophers, scientists, writers and artists in human history.

if you have no time for Shakespeare, for a basic look at philosophy, for the
continuity of the fine arts, for that lesson of man’s development we call his-
tory—then you have no business being in coliege. G 9 )
If you don’t want to improve your mind and broaden your horizon by studying a little litera-
ture, philosophy and the fine arts and history, you shouldn’t be studying here at college.
that lesson of man’s development we call history: BIIHZAFHFHALXRBHABPIEFHFTE
Y2 F7; here, “that lesson of man’s development” is the object of the verb “call”; “histo-
ry” is an objective complement.
lesson; an experience which acts as a warning to you or an example from which you should
learn B8&5 A\ LAEE AL, sl A R IREBII &
man: (singular) the human race, e. g.

Man lives in almost all parts of the world.

Man's knowledge of nature continues to grow.

This is the greatest of discoveries known to man.
have no business doing sth. /have no business to do sth, : to have no right to do sth. , shouldn’t
have been/be doing sth, , e, g.

You've no business telling me what to do.

He has no business criticizing her about her make-up.

She has no business reading your mail.

You are on your way to being that new species of mechanized savage, the
push-button Neanderthal. G 9 )
You will soon become an uneducated, ignorant person who can only work machines and oper-
ate mechanical equipment (one who doesn’t know anything about literature, music, the fine
arts, culture in general, etc. ).
on the/one’s way to: on the point of experiencing or achieving, e. g.
She is on the way to becoming a full professor.
That bright young man is on his way to being the sales manager of the company.
Nancy is well on her way to a nervous breakdown.
new species of mechanized savage: new type of humans who are intellectually simple and not
developed and who can only work machines
8



the push-button Neanderthal: an uneducated, ignorant person who can only use/operate ma-

chines by pushing the buttons

Our colleges inevitably graduate a number of such life forms, but it cannot
be said that they went to college; rather the college went through them—

without making contact. (—§
A number of such push-button savages get college degrees. We cannct help that. But even
with their degrees, we can’t say that these people have received a proper college education. It
is more accurate to say that they come through college without learning anything.

life forms; used sarcastically, meaning these people are living creatures, but can’t think and
reason

go through (a person) (like a dose of salts): (of food, etc.) to be quickly excreted/to pass
through the body as waste matter without being digested; here, used figuratively and sarcas-

tically

No one gets to be a human being unaided. (-

No one can grow up to be a civilized person without the help of others.

get to be/to do sth, : to reach the point at which you are, feel, know, etc. sth., e. g.
Once you get to know her better, you’ll realize she is compassionate at heart.

His absent-mindedness is getting to be a big problem,

There is not time enough in a single lifetime to invent for oneself everything
one needs to know in order to be a civilized human. (8

To become a civilized person, you need to acquire the knowledge and develop the culture a
civilized society needs. One lifetime is too short to create an environment for him to become
civilized.

a single lifetime. the time during which a person is alive

a civilized human: a person who is pleasant, charming and without roughness of manner %

FHA

You pass the great stone halls of, say, M.|.T., and there cut into the stone
are the names of the scientists. (—¥il)

If you pass the great stone hall of a university, M, I. T. (Massachusetts Institute of Technol-
ogy) for example, you’ll see the names of the scientists cut into the stone.

say; for example
there cut into the stone are the names of the scientists: the names of scientists are carved in

stone as memorials

The chances are that few, if any, of you will leave your names to be cut into
those stones. Yet any of you who managed to stay awake through part of a

high school course in physics, knows more about physics than did many of
9
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those great scholars of the past. (-~ i}
Only very few, if any at all, of you will turn out to be great scientists and have your names
cut into those stones, But if you were attentive enough in your high schocl physics class, any
of you knows more about physics than many of those scientists whose names are cut into the
stones.

(the) chances are: it is likely

You know more because they left you what they knew, because you can start
from what the past learned for you. (—¥#l

You know more about physics not because you’re more talented than those scholars of the
past, but because they left their knowledge to you, and because everything you first learn is
what people learnt in the past. In other words, all human knowledge has been accumulated
by people living in the past and has been passed on to us. You learn all this before you do any
original research, or any research of your own,

what the past learned for you; what people in the past learned and passed on to you

And as this is true of the techniques of mankind, so it is true of mankind’s

spiritual resources. (—FE)
This is the way we learn and develop the techniques of mankind, This is also how we inherit

and advance mankind’s spiritual resources. AEKFHEARKIZ BRI, ALEHUEHHEDR
.

be true of (a person or a situation); to apply to, e. g.
It’s a wonderful opera, The music is superb. The same is true of the acting.

The young tend to look ahead while the old like to look back upon the past. This is true

of all nations,

When you have read a book, you have added to your human experience.
—ED
When you have read a book, you have enriched your life.

add te: to increase

Read Homer and your mind includes a piece of Homer’s mind. (— 8
When you read Homer’s works, you are sure to learn some of his insights.

R A S RSB A T D — B

Through books you can acquire at least fragments of the mind and experi-
ence of Virgil, Dante, Shakespeare—the list is endless. G 1.7)

Through reading their books, you can at least learn a bit of the thinking and experience of
such literary giants as Virgil, Dante, Shakespeare—there have been so many great thinkers

and writers that it’'s impossible to list them all here.
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