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1. The Devil’s Pot'

. Muff2 and Roy3% didn’t see their father often. ;He'
was Professor Paul Leyton4. the intergationally.
famous scientist. He also had "something to do with
space rockets. He was always abroad making speeches
or giving advice on space programmes a‘gﬁ really
only saw his children at weekends.,. T e
5This weekend was special. Professor Leyton  was;
home. for four days, so the three of them had decid .
ed to 'ge( away from the city and enjoy theiy favour- -
ite sport.They were all enthusiastic pot-holersS and
had plenty of expericnce. For a long. time, they. had
planned to make & descent inta the: RQevills .ff:;qt, Qe
of the most dangerous underground groups of cayes,
in England. Now the time had «.ar;rimd..\;'._l‘ihpir PLEPA Ly
rations were complete. . o f Ot :

-Everyone knew the licvil's. Po,t, It s;agteQ mth a;
long narrow chimney at the bottom of whtch was a
small chamber 6 Through the chamber flowed an

). The Devil's Pot: BIR (BWES) . 1. Muff [pm]; v
3. Roy [roi}: TH. 4. Paul Leyton [po:t leiton]: 25 . 3Hi.. -
§. pot-holers. MR UHEIGE. pot-Hole: ¥R, P78, B KRR RI R pEmpT
BRI — R, TR, BOKEEEE, 6. Tt started-chamber, '
BIFARHT R—RARSGHEARWE T, HERBEE-THER. o



underground “stream. It was possible, by swimming
under water, to follow the stream out of the chamber
through a low tunnel. At the end of the tunnel the
ground fell away. and the stream became a roaring
waterfall which dropped twenty metres into another
chamber full of the noise of running water.! In the
light of a flashlight the walls were red and the'
colours shining through the water looked like fire.2 )
From days long ago® men had called this chamber:
the Devil’s Pot because of the colours and the noise; :
There was also a second reason about which men did
not talk so often.4 The local people said that many!
of the men who went down the Devil’s Pot ‘never:
came back. Certainly no-one from the nearby village:
of Ousby5 ever went there by day or by aight:lc - i
“The Leytons were not surprised, then, when the:
réad"stc;pped' two kilometres short of * the cave en-:
trancel, They stopped the car by the roadside -and
unloaded their equipment. Then, when they hdd"
l6cked up the car they walked alosg the rough track

“1. At the énd of the tunnel - water, RER/TLHIBEER, WRANTA
KOBABERT, BREVHERT, EAD - 2RES. IKFERERE TR .

2. In the light-- fire. ZAFREIVLRBET, WERLA, BAKD, 0
k. 3. From days long ago: fBA PI3E. 4. There was . often,
BAEH-PANIREERBERE. 5. Ousby ["auzbil. H4%, 6. two.
kilometres shost of the cave entrance: W HFEOIRAHETMY, short
of=away from. .
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‘to a spot fifty metres from the chimney where they
~put up their tent. g
They vpent the rest of the day planning the
descent and checking their equipment!. Their ¢limb
would begin in conditions of which other climbers
already had experience.2 For this they needed ropes,
ladders, helmets and lamps. The second part of their
welimb would take them deeper than anyone had ever
.gone: before/down into the pot itself and. with: luck,
istill deeper underground. For this: -they  were well
Iprepared. They had brought wet-suits and aqualuagsd
so that they could swim through the watersof the pot
4o look for a way out. If there was a way out they
+were determined to find it. - * 0 o utow
‘Listen’, said Muff, "You can hear/the sound of the
tream from here. It must be-coming up the chimney.
-I'm not surprised.the local péopla:don’t’like/<coniing
p here’, ‘Yes’, replied the professor..*There must>be
dons of water moving through the first chamber. ]
odon’t know why they call itran underground stream.
It sounds more like a river to me. We'll: have to be
wareful not to drop any equipment or it’ll.go straight

over the waterfall’,

_ 1. checking their equipment. HEMIINHELK, 2. Their climb -
fexperience. MhTFAETFIRKNTBIAICITRMA—~#, 3. wet-sults and
dqualungs; MEHFKAFKEITILSE GEHNARERROER) |
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“Tt's a good job we bought those new ropest,’ said
Roy 'The water would :make the old ones we had too
heavy to use. At least this way we'll be able to ex
-amine the caves thoroughly.’

‘And if there’s anything there we’ll find it’, added
Muff firmly.

They all sat and listened {or a long while to the
roaring of the water down inside the ground. They
ate their evening meal without conversation. In the
end the Professor said, ‘Come on. Let’s get a good
night’s sleep. We must start early in the morning and
‘we’ll need all our strength for the climb’.

- It was only when they were in their sleeping bags
that they knew how tired they were.2. In a .quarter
of an hour everyone was asleep.” [ :

When the Professor woke up he found .that Muff
and Roy had already had bréakfast and were busy
moving the equipment to the mouth of the'Devil’s Pot,
‘The Professor made himself some coffee and, with a
buttered roll and jam in his hand. went aver to. see
what the children were doing. ;
. ‘Morning, Dad’, said Muff with a ‘smile. ‘Can you

1. It’s a good job - ropes. SEFIHAIT T IRLLHAT. a good job; 3
i ‘5. H
2. It was only when - were, flifil—4iBESANEECRSY 4 KB
5. (XB—ARIIFLBRALEY, B when FFL B RIE N 4,)

o 4 o
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hear it?’

‘Can | hear what?’

“*“The water’, said Muff. ‘It’s not as loud now as it
was during the night.? .

‘Yes, but sound always travels further at night’,
Roy broke in,

‘] think so’, said the Professor. ‘Let’s wait and see
when we get down there. There’s plenty of time to
find out.’

‘They all smiled at each other. It was good to be
together as a family.2 [t would be nicer with mother:
—she was fond of pot-holing too—but she had diéed
somé years before in a car crash3, - 1

‘When do we start?” asked the "Professér: ‘You
seem to have taken over!'4 ‘

“We’ve already started’. said Roy. ‘We were waxtmg
for the old maanl’

‘Thank you very muchl’ said the Professor. ‘I hope
you'll both be ready to ecarry me down the chimney-
if my old bones fail5’

Half an hour later Roy was well downb the chininey.
The rope hung away below him into the darkness.?

1. It's not - mght AWK FERMERERR, 2. It was good
- family, ~%AEE—*£_FUH‘° 3. car crash; #3§, 4. You seem -
over; {(FIIFRELNRERTRKX T, 5. if my old bomes fail. F-—R
BB X#RE. my old hones=my body. §. well down: TEF%.
1. The rope hung - darkuess 7EHMibise ik 2z,



There was a dreadful !ct of noise, The round hole. of:
light above grew smaller and smaller as he dropped into
the blackness. The lamp on his helmet shone weakly
on the wet walls. His legs were already tired from.
climbing in the dampness. 1t was cold, too. The roar
of the waters of the stream came loudly to meet him,:
About fifty metres later his feet touched the bottom.

Roy looked up. He could not see the. entrance at.
the top. The chimney must bend in some way,l With:
the noise of the water it was useless to shout so he
pulled on the rope as a signal. All he could do then;
was to wait and look around,

He was standing on a shelf about two metres wide,2;
which was the bank of a powerful underground stream,
Even this far from the waterfall the noise was very-
loud. To Roy the place looked more dangerous than
he had imagined, In any case, they would have to make,
their camp here. The water was so deep. they could
not carry sleeping bags through without getting them{
wet. 7 ' i

Through the darkness appeared the equipment for
the rest of their adventure.3 -He untied it and ar-

1. The chimney must bend way. JAEURMEE—EF LEM. 2. He. |
was standing - wide HIETE—oRkAFRERHMNIEAGE. 3. Throygh,
the darkness appeared - adventure. Mifl1SENBERIEINEMMNERRE .
B IHE, :
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ranged it in a pile to one side of the narrow shelf.
Next down the rope was Muff, She was a very able
climber; she kept her mind on what she was doing
and she wasn’t afraid of anything. . The Professor
followed last. They left the rope hanging there, its
top disappearing up the dark chimney.

They tried shouting at each other over the sound
of roaring water but the noise of the water was 'too
great. At last, by means of signms,1 they arrived at
an agreement2. By the light of their: lamps they put
on their wet-suits, They put their equipment—clothes,
boots, spare lights and ropes—into plastic. bags ' and,
with aqualungs on their backs, dropped omne by one
into the water. :

The Professor led the way this time. The ‘water
only reached his chest but it had great forces3 .Roy
and Muff were almost as tall as he was and they
were roped together4, but first one and then® the
other slipped and nearly fell. They advanced slowly
through the water and along the tunnel'which became
lower and narrower as.they went. Finally the Pro

fessor stopped and gave the signal to Muff and Roy

. 1. by means of signs: BITFRMIE, 2. they arrived - agree
ment: MHITE—RKY F N. 3. The water only reached .- force, 7KR
HHFE, HEBNE K, 4. they were roped together: {fiTFME T8
HERE~E.



to start usine their aqualungs When they had done
this. the Professor dropped under the water. Muff
and Roy did the same. They could just see his lamp
through the water in front of them and feel the
rope pulling as he moved on. The water was cold on
their faces and hands, : i
Suddenly there was a hand on Muff’s shoulder. She
had been just behind the Professor and was pushing
on through the water, bubbles flowing f{rom her
aqualung, when a hand seized her and the rope
pulled her upwards out of the water. She felt with
her feet but there was nothing to stand on.! The bed
of the stream had disappeared. She looked -down and
was with a shock that she was hanging owver & black
hole.2 Her father was trying to pull her wp on'to a '
shelf beside the head of the waterfall3,
. Quickly she understood that.she must et ‘up te
her father. Roy was close behind her. 1f he came out
of the tunnel now he would drop over the edge-in
spite of anything they could do to stop: him4 The
Professor would not be strong enough to hold both

1. She felt - on: # i MR &% —F, THEHTH. 2. She looked
down - hole. MWEAT—F, F&Kh%ka, FURHEHRE-IHBBNRE X L
. 3. beside the head of the waterfall. FifffiuAkLk# L, 4. I
he came out - him. FEIEM - B E, BHESWEIHEETRE, A
a7 | ROAEX N ‘ .
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of them and the whole family might be killed. Muff
had to think fast. Her arms were not strong enough
to pull her up. but with her equipmeni she was too
heavy for the Professor to pull up alone. Muff hung
there unable to speak to her- father because of the
roaring waterfall, S o
It was Muff’s quick thinking that saved them.?.
When the top of Roy’s head rose out of the water,
Muff swung her foot and kicked.him on the head.,
Surprised, Roy. looked up and saw, his sister hanging
in front of him. They . could sot speak because,of
the noise but, by signs, Roy ‘go‘t‘Muf,f to try swing-

......

tock and could see the tiny holes her father must
have used to pull himself up. Iy ryv#&, not; easy n,iq:
Muff to climb up the wet . rock,,, qvei;z with, the
Professor helping with the rope. But, once shg was
on the shelf, Roy quigkly followed,, . ... ,. ..
. Top tired to go on immediately, they paused, fgi a
while to shine their lights around, The ri,rpgk}gd
the dancing NwaEer;§h9ﬂ%;iﬂh‘thQQPPQQS1?§qé¥§°“§§§§
They were not the friendly colours of the rainbow

. . S b it c
T4, Tt was Muff's - them. 47 % 28 FRYBHA R #42. - -2, Roy
got - rock-face. FFMAFIMNEE, BRBMLABRBEHNTHRNAEL
%, 8. The red rock - colotirs. 2L FHRMBHRAH KD RMIES
BR&E.
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lthey looked more like the fires of the heart of
the earth. With imagination the Leytons could well
bélieve they were the fires of Helll, '
“The next part of the climb down would have to be
by ladder. This meant hammering into the rock steel
pegs2 on which to hang the rope-ladders they had
brought, and going down ladder by ladder. They knew
the Pot was very deep but no one had ever been
down to the bottom to find out what was really
there, They were descending into the unknown.3
“In fact it was an easy climb, The waterfall was
as deep as the chimney they had first come doWn,
but the ladders made it easier. They could stop and
rest when they got tired and all three of ‘them were
sdon standing on the edge of a lake at the foot of
the waterfall. There was only one way now—through
the rough water of the lake#, If there was any way
to go deeper it must be underneath the lake,

They had planned this part of the descent before
f]iey started. Roy was the best swimmer. He would
r’r"o‘p’e‘ himself to the others and, with a powerful

1. fires of Hell: #ifk=x k., 2. This meant - pegs: XIREIIEEF
FBEERE, 3. They were descending - unknown, MffIETH B —
ABRETEM %, 4. rough water of the lake; ¥ /& 1 #K. 5.
He would rope himself to the others: fise R LT, B85 —kT4BMF
A
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flashlight, examine the lake and its walls to find a
way out. They were all a little anxious but could
not speak above the noise of the water. Roy smiled
at his father and sister before letting himself carefully
down into the rough water. They could do nothi'n,g:
now except wait and watch.' The light shone b‘_ri‘g_htlllyz

‘ under the water at first but was soon swallowed up
in the darkness.

" Roy was in the water a long time. The undergrouncL
stream had been icy cold and the Professor began to
worry about his son. Maybe the water was too c‘_ol‘d‘./
They waited and waited. Just as they were going to‘
pull on the rope to try and bring Roy bac}( he
appeared again waving the flashlight on the oth!er
side of the lake. His face was ome big smxlg.? Hq§
léoked very excited, k

1. They could do . watch., TAEMANFERGHE, FUrSHR, R
& (BF) . wait and see: S, 2. His face was - smile, 'R %,
. Lo
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2. A Way to the Unknown

Once out of the water Roy had to draw a plan.! It
was useless to shout. There was too much noise from
the waterfall. What he drew made them all smile.2
He had found what looked like a tun’nel going out
and down from the lake above which they stood.?
This was good news. The bad news, ho‘wever. was
that the tunnel, as Roy indicated, was steep, with no
room to turn round.4 He showed the Professor and
Muff how he had to push himself upwards and back
to get out at all. )

“The Professor indicated that they should all rest
before going on down and taking fresh nsks 5 In Spth
of the cold, dampness and noise, Roy ‘went to sleep
almost at once, Muff and the Professor sat checking
the equipment with a flashlight. All around them was
the mist from the waterfall. It was not a good place
to stay for long.

The dive began well.6 Roped together and following

1. Once out of - plan. B FHRKEME, HFRFRET— kK. 2.
‘What he drew - smile. MERZEFEFEMIIEET. 3. He had found -
stood. MtERIMBLMIEY Kb E 0T @, F—4£FLESBECIEH,
BBEhAF B TF 3. 4. with no room to turn round: & #§ £ (KR
W&, 5. The Professor indicated - risks. #i@#H, ETFHELN
BT, Huf&R ik B8 —T. 6. The dive began well. #KJFIARRK T,
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