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ove is an exquisite flower, but one must

L have the courage to go and gather it on the

brink of a dreadful precipice. Apart from

ridicule, love is always haunted by the despair of

being abandoned by the beloved and of being left

nothing but a dead blank in the remainder of life.
—— On Love by Stendhal
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“... Surely love is a wonderful thing. It is
more precious than emeralds and dearer than fine
opals. Pearls and pomegranates cannot buy it, nor
is it set forth in the marketplace. It may not be
purchased of the merchants, nor can it be
weighed out in the balance for gold.”

... and Life is very dear to all. Tt is pleas-
ant to sit in the green wood, and watch the Sun in
his chariot of gold, and the Moon in her chariot of
pearl. Sweet is the scent of the hawthorn, and
sweet are the bluebells that hide in the valley,
and the heather that blows on the hill. Yet Love is
better than Life,...”

“Be happy,” cried the Nightingale, *be
happy, ... All that I ask of you in return is that
you will be a true lover, for Love is wiser than
Philosophy, though he is wise, and mightier than
Power, though he is mighty. Flame-coloured are
his wings, and coloured like flame is his body.
His lips are sweet as honey, and his breath is like
frankincense . ”

—— The Happy Prince and Other Stories
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ature love is union under the condition of

M preserving one’s integrity, one's individu-
ality. Love is an active power in man; a power
which breaks through the walls which separate
men from his fellow men, which unites him with
others; love makes him overcome the sense of iso-
lation and separateness, yet it permits him to be
himself, to retain his integrity. In love the para-
dox occurs that two beings become one and yet re-

main two.

Love is an activity, not a passive affect; it is
a “standing in”, not a “falling for” . In the most
general way, the active character of love can be
described by stating that love is primarily giving,

not receiving.

Beyond the element of giving, the active
character of love becomes evident in the fact that
it always implies certain basic elements, common
to all forms of love. These are care, responsibili-
ty, respect and knowledge .

—— The Theory of Love
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... but love was beyond reason; it was super-
rational. He could not belitile love. He wor-
shipped it. Love lay on the mountain-tops, be-
yond the valley-land of reason. It was a sublimat-
ed condition of existence, the topmost peak of liv-
ing, and it came rarely. Thanks to the school of
scientific philosophers he favored, he knew the
hiological significance of love; but by a refined
process of the same scientific reasoning he
reached the conclusion that the human organism
achieved its highest purpose in love, that love
must not be questioned, but must be accepted as
the highest guerdon of life. Thus, he considered
the lover bhlessed over all creatures, and it was a
delight to him to think of “God’s own mad lover”
rising above the things of earth, above wealth and
judgment, public opinion and applause, rising
above life itself and “dying on a kiss” .

— Martin Eden
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ccording to my experience, the conven-
A tional notion of a lover cannot be always
true. The unqualified truth is, that when I loved
Estella with the love of a man, 1 loved her simply
because | found her irresistible. Once for all; 1
knew to my sorrow, often and often, if not al-
ways, that [ loved her against reason, against
promise, against peace, against hope, against
happiness, against all discouragement that could
be. Once for all; 1 loved her none the less be-
cause 1 knew it, and it had no more influence in
restraining me, than if [ had devoutly believed her
to be human perfection.

— Great Expectations



