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FAST READING lfI Unit One

I. On the Stock Exchange

The London Stock Exchange has always been fumous as a place for men only, and
women used to be strictly forbidden to enter. But the world is changing day by duy, and even
the Stock Exchange, which seemed to be a man’s castle. is gradually opentng 1ts doors 1o the
other sex. On 16th November 1971, a great decision was tuken. The Stock Exchange Council
(the body of men that administers the Stock Exchange) decided that wonen should be al-
lowed on to the new trading floor when it opened in 1973. But the “castle” had not been com-
pletely conquered. The first girls to work in “The House™ were not brokers or jobbers. They
were neither allowed to become partners a stockbroking firms. nor to be auihorised dealers in
stocks and shares. They were simpiy jui.or clesks und telephone operators.

Women have been trying 1o gei ir:o the Stock Eachange for nuany voas, Several votes
have been taken in “ The House™ 1o -ce whether the members would bo willing to allow
women to become members. but the answer has always been “No™ There bove been three re-
fusals of this kind since 1967. Now women are admitted, although in @ very junior capacity.
Two firms of jobbers made an applicauion to the Stock Exchange Counail 1o Ao allowed to
employ girl clerks. Permission was finaily giver. A member of the Stock Exchange explained.
after this news had been given, “The new floor is going to be different from the old one. Ali
the jobbers will have their own stands. with space for a telephone and typewriters. Therefore
therc wiil have to be typists and telephone operators. So women must be allowed in.” This de-
cision did not mean a very great victory in the war for equal rights for women. However, it
was a step in the right direction. The Chairman of the Stock Exchange said: “1 think that the
opening of the new building will eventually lead to women being allowed to have full mem-
bership of the Stock Exchange. It is only a matter of time: it must happen.”

345 words






FAST READING I Unit One

1. On the Stock Exchange

Comprehension Exercise
1. The London Stock Exchange is famous
a. because it has been a place for men only
b. for its policy of opening its doors to women
¢. for its favourable location

d. because women are now beginning to enter its doors to work

2. It was not until 16th November, 1971 that
a. the “castle” was completely conquered
b. women began to work in the London Stock Exchange for the first time
c. the Council decided to allow women on to the new trading floor when it opened in
1973
d. the London Stock Exchange opened its doors to women

3. “The House” here refers to
a. any stockbroking firm
b. the Stock Exchange Council
c. any place women were forbidden to enter
d. the London Stock Exchange

4. Thefirstgirls .
a. were allowed to enter “The House” in a very junior capacity
b. served as brokers or jobbers in “The House”
c. were allowed to become partners in stockbroking firms
d. were authorised as dealers in stocks and shares

5. Which of the following is true?
a. Since 1973 women have been allowed to work with the London Stock Exchange.
b. Women have recently been allowed to become partners in stockbroking firms.
c. Women were never officially allowed to enter the Stock Exchange.
d. Only brokers or jobbers can get into the Stock Exchange.



6. Several votes have been taken i “The House™ so as

a. to see if women were witling to beconie members

b. to decide when women would be allowed into “The house”

o

to find out whether the members were willing to allow women to become members
d. to decide when to allow women on to the new trading floor

7. Who had the power to decide whether or not to employ girl clerks?
a. The Stock Exchange Council.
b. Any member of the Council.
¢. The firms of jobbers.
d. The chairman of brokers.

8. According to the context, "It is only a matter of time™ implies

a. women would very soon have full membership of the Stock Exchange

b. women would eventually have equal rights with men in the Stock Exchange
more and more women would be willing to work in the Stock Exchange
d. a new building would eventually be built for women

[}

9. Whats this articke about?
5 Women s place i soc iy
b How the Loudon Stock Exchange functioned in 1971,
¢. How women have been struggling for fuil membership of the Stock Exchange.
d. How women were gradually allowed (o work in the Stock Exchange.



FAST READING llf Unit One

2. Six Pence per Second

Sarah and Brian have travelled by air from London to Sydney. Australia. Sarah has
promised her mother that she will ring her to let her know that they have arrived safely. This
is something she has done ever since she was a child. Brian thinks 1t is a silly idea to rning so
far, to spend so much, and to say so little.

“If there were an accident, ™ he says. “they'd know soon enough. Rad news travels fast.”

But Sarah has promised that she would ring. “Besides, "she says, “it doesn "t cost much
when you consider that it 's the other side of the world. 1t"s only six pence per second.”

“If you're on that telephone for less than one minute, I 't eat my hat, " Brian says.“And
one minute's nearly four pounds.”

“That s no more than you'd pay for a new hat, " Sarah replies.

She has asked the man at the hotel desk to get her the number. The telephone rings.
Sarah picks it up.

“Hello, Mum. Is that you?" she savs.

“Six pence per second. " Brian reminds her.

“Hello, love.” It is Mrs Lee. Sarah ' s mother, speaking from London. "My word. you do
sound clear. You could be in the next room. It’s a better line than when you used to call me
from the University. Do you remember? 1 used to shout and still you couldn’t hear me
sometimes. And just think. you're on the other side of the world.”

“Yes, Mum, " Sarah puts in, “I just wanted to ring to...”

“1 remember how you used to ring when you went to Betty’s house to tea. when you
were a little girl. And then when you used to go to camp with the Guides...” Mrs Lee is a great
talker.

“Nearly four pounds, ” says Brian.

Sarah manages to tell her mother that it is time to say goodbye.

“Yes, all right.” says Mrs Lee. “But you will write, won’t you, like you used to do when
you were at University...

Once again, Mrs Lee speaks fondly of the past, and therc is no stopping her

“Four pounds fifty, " says Brian.

Finally, Sarah cuts her mother short, promises to write, and rings off‘

“There! That wasn't long, wasit?”

“ Four pounds, ninety pence, ” Brian replies. “ And you didn't even say that we’ ve
arrived!”

384 words






FAST READING [l Unit One

2. Six Pence per Second

Comprehension Exercise
1. Sarah is telephoning home to
a. tell her mother some bad news
b. say that she and Brian have arrived safely
c. report an accident to her mother
d. say that she and Brian have left London

2. Brian thinks that
a. it is too expensive to ring so far and to say so little

b. it is silly not to have a long conversation
c. Sarah’s mother will have heard the bad news already
d. itis silly for Sarah to ring so far

3. Sarah doesn’t think it expensive to ring, considering that
a. it only costs four pounds and ninety pence
b. it is even more expensive to buy a new hat
c. she often telephoned home when she was travelling abroad
* d. she will be speaking from one side of the world to the other

4. Brian _____that Sarah will be on the phone for less than one minute.
a. doesn’t believe
b. hesitates to believe
c. is quite sure
d. never doubts

5. Sarah hasasked  to get her the number.
a. the receptionist
b. the hotel manager
c. a telephone operator
d. an office secretary

6. When Mrs Lee hears Sarah’s voice
a. she thinks that Sarah is in the next room

—_ 7 —



10.

b. she has to shout to make herself heard
c. she is surprised at how clear it sounds from so far away
d. she is surprised that Sarah and Brian have already arrived

. Mrs Lee remembers how Sarah used to

a. bea great talker

b. ring her up when she was away from home

c¢. shout on the telephone when she was a girl

d. telephone home from the other side of the world

. Brian says, “Nearly four pounds, ” because

a. he wants to remind Sarah that she has already been talking for a minute
b. he wants to buy himself a new hat

c. Sarah has not told her mother they have arrived

d. he wants Mrs Lee to know how much the call costs

Mrs Lee goes on talking for so long because

a. she likes to hear all about the past

b. she likes talking

c. Sarah has not told her that she has arrived

d. sheis going to pay for the telephone call

Sarah manages to stop her motherby
a. telling her how much the call is costing

b. writing a letter as she has promised to do
¢. telling her that they have arrived safely

d. promising to write, and ringing off

[ gV A



FAST READING I Unit Two

3. Local Newspapers in Britain

Visitors to Britain are sometimes surprised to learn that newspapers there have such a
large circulation. The “Daily Mirror” and the “Daily Express” both sell about four million
copies every day. British families generally buy a newspaper every morning and frequently
take two or three on Sundays.

Apart from the national papers, there is, however, another branch of the British press
which sells almost as many copies. Local newspapers have a weekly circulation of 13 million.
Almost every town and country area has one. Nearly all of them hold their own financially
and many of them are very profitable.

These papers are written almost entirely for readers interested in local events — births,
weddings, deaths, council meetings and sports — but the content is naturally influenced by
the kind of community they serve. Editors prefer to rely on a small staff of people who all
know the district well. A great deal of local news is regularly supplied by clubs and churches
in the neighbourhood and it does not get out of date as quickly as national news. If there is no
room for it in this week’s edition, an item can sometimes be held over until the following
week.

The editor must never forget that the success of any newspaper depends on advertising.
He is usually anxious to keep the good will of local businessmen for this reason. But if the
newspaper is well written and the news items have been carefully chosen to attract local read-
ers, the businessmen are grateful for the opportunity to keep their products in the public eye.

- Local newspapers do not often comment on problems of national importance and editors
rarely hold with taking sides on political questions. But they can often be of service to the
community in expressing public feeling on local issues. A newspaper can sometimes persuade
the council to take actior to provide better shopping facilities, improve transport in the area
and preserve local monuments and places of interest.

These papers often sound rather dull and it seems surprising that they all make a profit.

¢ But for many people in small towns and villages the death of someone known to them or the
installation of traffic lights at a busy corner nearby can sometimes be more important than a
disaster in a foreign country. '
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