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A bird in the hand is worth two in the bush, a proverb
meaning that something you already have is better
than something you might get, ¥, BAFKEIFH
EY e A HBRA AR, [JBill has offered to
buy my car for $3,000, Someone else might pay
more, but a bird in the hand is worth two in the
bush, W/RBHETERERNE, MATHSHMES,
BE—SEFBBLUNGERE, (] 1 might be able to
find a better offer, but a bird in the hand is worth
two in the bush, RAEWRELIHNBEH, BER/AW
RG,

a chip off the old block* a person(usually a male) who
behaves in the same way as his father or resembles
his father, HFNHTRGHAMFKELHLHAN GBE
FEH . CEEETHE [ John looks like his
father——a real chip off the old block, ZMKHTHRR
MR E-—REER -T2, [ Bill Jones Jr,
is a chip off the old block, He’s a banker just like
his father, P RHHRXLAHF, PR« HHFRAF—
BL T B BT R

a cut above someone or something a measure or degree
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better than someone or something else, (43| Eaverage
ER, MBAAER) i ARG RS %, O Your
shirt is beautiful, but mine is a cut above yours,
R RBITE, TREOXLRMHEER, (JJohn isn’t the
best mechanic in town,but he’s a cut above average,
A AERBBIFHET, BB E— BT,

a drop in the bucket

a drop in the oceanz{a drop in the bucket just a little
bit; not enough of something to make a difference,
—BA REYPORBEMN— A, [ But one dollar
isn’t enoughy That’s just a drop in the ocean, W E:
—RTERBT WALRIAEHHE, O] At this point
your help is nothing more than a drop in the ocean,
I need far more help than twenty people could give,
BRARKFHEERTH, REEZL -+ APTRIRMEKN
FEIAF T, 1 won’t accept your offer, It’s just a
drop in the bucket, RABEEZ KLY, RERDBA
%

A fool and his money are soon parted, a proverb
meaning that a person who acts unwisely with money
soon loses it, (Often said about a person who has
just lost a sum of money because of poor judgement,)
BiE, BIFLEBMMWASBAREBRER, (HHkX
ik T RN KRR A — 8 MM A, ) [0 When Bill
lost a $400 bet on a horse race, Mary said, “A fool
and his money are soon parted,” I /REEFEDHHN
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HETH, Hmit, “@NARE.” [IWhen John bought

a cheap used car that fell apart the next day, he
said, “Oh well, a2 fool and his money are soon
parted,” YW AEEEELT—HINE, F_ XA MET,
fid, “BLPF, HEMMHWRESES. 7

A friend in need is a friend indeed, a proverb
meaning that a true friend is a person who will help
you when you really need someone, iEiE, BNEIEHN
MR I M R B B Al A A B B A R S Y R Ao (LB fair-
weather friend, ) ] When Bill helped me with
geometry, | really learned the mecaning of “A friend
in need is a friend indeed,” M REFBREIJLME, R
HU&«HT “GHFOBERE EE, O “A friend in
need is a friend indeed” sounds silly until you need
someone very badly, AFGFATFENARERSE “BrA
MPER” XABEEREA I,

a little bird told me learned from a mysterious or
secret source, (Often given as an evasive answer to
someonie who asks how you learned something, Rude
in some circumstances,) HiH B EUEL T BRI S, (B
HXT R M E R NEN BE, EREHETER
ME, ) [ “All right,” said Mary, “where did you
get that informations” John rcplied,“A little bird told
me.” “If, WREAM,” BEHL, TR ILBE N
B "HAREEHR, “BXREMET.” O A little bird
told me where 1 might find you, NRBFEHEFREH A
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#7577 LR BRI,

A little knowledge is a dangerous thing, a proverb
meaning that incomplete knowledge can embarrass or
harm someone or something, ¥i&, BA—MELHLMH
HABNEERGREEIE, (] The doctor said, “Just
because you’ve had a course in first aid, you
shouldn’t have treated your own illness, A little
knowledge is a dangerous thing,” EA ¥, “RAZKB
Bo¥d—AKER, RAQCEERK. FREMRES
e AR,.” [ John thought he knew how to take care
of the garden, but he killed all the flowers, A little
knowledge is a dangerous thing, Z8LINH C &SN
BEEE, SREESBFRET. —MEBSRIEN,

A penny saved is a penny earned, a proverb meaning
that money saved through thrift is the same as
money earned by employment, (Sometimes wused to
explain stinginess.) &%, BIELHRE THRAKL
BREORE N, CARAEZHMIER. O “I dida’t
want to pay that much for the book,” said Mary,
“After all, a penny saved is a penny earned,” ‘&R
BB AL EREREH, "BER, “FEEANR, 8 TERR
ET#TE, ” [ Bob put his money in a new bank
which pays more interest than his old bank, saying,
“A penny saved is a penny earned,” #EIBMAEKK
T—RBOHF L XRBTRERBRAOA S FE, Wik,
‘“B—RRETHR— K 7
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A rolling stone gathers no moss, a proverb which
describes a person who keeps changing jobs or resid-
ences and, therefore, accumulates no possessions or
responsibilities, Eif, BHA— AW EHFALSRELHA,
K AR M MR REBEMHE. [ “John just
can’t seem to stay in one place,” said Sally, “Oh
well, a rolling stone gathers no moss,” “ZEFRE
ARETE— A A, 7 BERIE. W, BRY, BAAKE
B.” [ Bill has no furniture to bother with because
he keeps on the move, He keeps saying that a rolling
stone gathers no moss, /R B8ORS 2, B LG #E 4 55
BHEE, BETHERES. -HERRBAKEW,

a stone’s throw away* a short distance; a relatively
short distance, (Informal, May refer to distances-in
feet or miles,) fRiE; MIXEMBEER, ( (O) WHERK
Rt BB EER, ) [ John saw Mary across the
street, just a stone’s throw away, 4 BE D HWRESE
S E, EIEMR, (] Philadelphia is just a stone’s
throw away from New York City, BFRREALIFRIE,

A watched pot never boils, a proverb meaning that
concentration on a problem will not help solve it,
(Refers to the seemingly long time it takes water to
boil when you are waiting for it, Said about a
problem which a person is watching very closely,) &
B, BASE-FEKMRECET Rk, GEYE%
LK IFEE, PR BARIME, N I M 3
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- —f,) [) John was looking out the window, wait-
ing eagerly for the mail to be delivered, Ann said,
“Be patient, A watched pot never boils,” 4B —HH
HAE, RUEREERRRER, K¥, ‘WO, LR
KAFH, 7 [ Billy weighed himself four times a day
while he was trying to lose weight, His mother said,
“Relax, A watched pot never boils,” HFIERXEMRIE
MRERHBEXEE, BFEHR, ‘HER, TEHKE AR
.

dbandon oneself to someone or something to give up
and accept a situation, to yield to a person, 3Rik3f
EZRAMBE; MMEAN, [(JAnn gave up and abandon-

ed herself to the flu, WAL, FERT HR, O Bill

saw the gun and abandoned himself to the robber, K
R—RBEBRIGHERHLLE,

abide by something to follow the rules of somethings
to obey someone’s orders, HMIFFEMFM; RMAFASN
&, [ John felt that he had to abide by his father’s
wishes, LRI HIFT MAERI I, [0 All drivers
are expected to abide by the rules of the road, &

- BB A B R TE B RE

able to breathe again B} able to breathe easily again;
able to breathe freely again able to relax and
recover from a busy or stressful time; able to catch
one’s breath, (Able to can be replaced with can,)

BB —T, NERERERRETHLURE; 8w —n0
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KT, (able to Bl#H can , ) {J Now that the lion
has been caught, we’ll be able to breathe freely
again, AR TFEMHER, RNOIXERAKT, [ Now
that the annual sale is over, the sales staff will be
able to breathe again, —4F—BFRINEELERT, HHA
XA BEST, [ Final exams are over, so I can
breathe easily again, HRKFZRLET, R LIHB—
T,

able to do something blindfoided & able to do something
standing on one’s head able to do something easily
and quickly, possibly without c¢ven looking,(Informal,
Rarely used literally, Able to can be replaced with
can,) FEMIEWABIFRBEHMEFEF, EETHEEFRAL
A, (B) BAOFTFmME LM, able to Al can,)
] Bill boasted that he could pass his driver’s test
blindfolded, H AR 2k s T R B0k 2% 2 1 ol 1t 25 Bk
Wik, [J Mary is very good with computers, She
can program blindfolded, Fi#fitEM. |5 8%k, wiA
HZRBERBERBE, [ Dr.Jones is a great surgeon,
He can take out an appendix standing on his head,
TR R BB RIEA, HMOE R AR fth 5
mRE,

able to do something standing on one’s head WL Ej%,

able to make something* able to attend an event, (In-

formal, Also used literally, Able to can be replaced
with can,) BB HE—-FH (O BEBTFHELER,
7



able to A[# B can) [] I don’t think I’ll be able to
make your party, but thanks for asking me, RER
ARESMAENKBRET , BiRRZE. [ We are having
another one next month, We hope you can make it
then, RKNTREBFRET—K, HAFRKREEM,

able to take a joke to be able to accept ridicule good-
naturedly; to be the object or butt of a joke willing—~
ly. (Able to can be replaced with can,) BEHARER
WEZHE;, BREFREYBFRELNH. (able to AL
H can ##_ ) [] Let’s play a trick on Bill and see
if he’s able to take a joke, MHfIEFE—TH/K, BBk
FEEMAN, [ Better not tease Ann, She can’t
take a joke, BFAERFR, MWAREKE.

able to take something able to endure somethings able
to endure abuse, (Often in the negative, Able to can
be replaced with can, See also the previous entry,)
HBLZRE, HRAZEE, (FATEEHT, able to
A#E can, B SK,) [ Stop yelling like that, I'm
not able to take it anymore, AREFHE N, RBEMLZFAR
Twi, [ Go ahead, hit me again, [ can take it, T
M, REITY, REZH/T. H:. able to take just so
much able to endure only a limited amount of
discomfort, (Able to can be replaced with can,) R
A2 ERERNRE, (able to AT Mcan,) [] Please
stop hurting my feelings, I’m able to take just so

much, FREHGFROBN, RALEEBZZ, [ can
8



take just so much, RBELZLZHB T,

abound with something & abound in something to be
plentiful with something, BE#-+93E T, [] The forest
abounds with small animals, IXEEZEMKP/sIYIRE,
[ The medical system abounds with problems, 3XFf
BT B M RETR %,

about to do something ready to do something; on the
verge of doing something, FHE&EM3E, BSEMR
H, [] Our old dog is about to die, I REMARE
BT, [] The apple tree is about to bloom, ERHEL
EIFET,

above and beyond the call of duty 8 beyond the call of
duty in addition to what is required; more than is
required in one’s job, TEILMHMERNREHZ; &
HEAMTERRAE., 0 We didn’t expect the police
officer to drive us home, That was above and beyond
the call of duty, RIMBEBIETSEHIFEXERNER,
XREMEABMHNATE, [ The English teacher
helped students after school every day, even though
it was beyond the call of duty, XM FEBHEIFE X F
ZREEENR, REXDEE LIENBRER,

above board & honest and above board; open and
above board in the open; visible to the public;
honest, (Especially with keep, as in the examples,)
AF; AANBREER; XHER K5 keep FH, mH
AR, ) [ Don’t keep it a secret, Let’s make
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