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LESSON 1

Text: Abraham Lincoln’s Day
Word Study: limit, accompany, remain

Grammar: £&ii: 7] $ A TFAFA 7] § 4416
Reading Material: Aloha

TEXT
Abrabam Lincoln’s Day

Stefan Lorant

He rose early; by eight o’clock he had finished his
breakfast—a cup of coffee, an egg, and toast. Then he
looked at his mail.

His official day began at ten o’clock, but long before
that hour the outer rooms and halls of the White House
were full of people wanting something or other. At

first he saw these people at almost any time during the
1



day, but when their number grew, the visiting period
was limited to the hours from ten to three and later from
ten to one.

But Lincoln was not the man to observe such rules;
he was not neat and businesslike. His secretary recalled:
“He would break every rule as fast as it was made.
Anything that kept the people themselves away from him
he disapproved—although they nearly annoyed the life
out of him by unreasonable complaints and requests,”

Cabinet members had first call on his time, then
Senators and Representatives, who more often than not
were accompanied by people from their states or districts.
The Cabinet met on Tuesdays and Fridays.

About noon he usually made his way through the
crowd to his living quarters, where he took a little
lunch—a biscuit, fruit, and a glass of milk. Then back
for more work. |

At four he went out with Mary for a drive, occa-
sionally stopping at a hospital to talk with wounded
soldiers. Between five and six he had his dinner. He
ate little and was completely uninterested in the food—
its preparation and quality. He drank no liquor, but
sometimes would take a glass of wine. He never used
tobacco.

Once a week an evening reception was held in the
White House, with hundreds of guests present. Other
evenings he was to be found at his desk. Before he went

2



to bed—which was usually between ten and eleven
o’clock—he walked over to the War Department to read
the reports. But if important battles had been fought he
remained at the War Department until the early hours
of the morning.

Some evenings friends would come to visit him and
he would read to them from Shakespeare or Robert
Burns or from the works of humorists living at that time.

He liked music if it sounded sad. He was fond of
the theater and of the opera. He needed the rest from
his work. “I must have a change of some sort or die,”
he said.

He did not sleep well, but stayed in bed long hours.
His little son Tad usually slept with him. In the even-
ings the boy would stay around the office until he fell
asleep, and later Lincoln would carry him off to the

bedroom.

Abraham Lincoln

Abraham Lincoln (1809-65), 16th president of the
U.S.A. (1861-5), was a Republican. Born in Kentucky
and brought up in the backwoods of Indiana, he taught
himself law, entered Congress (1847), and campaigned
against slavery. His election as president, on an antisla-
very program, provoked the secession of the Southern
states. He fought the resulting Civil War (1861-5) to

save the Union, and proclaimed (1863) the emanci-
3



pation of slaves. He promised moderation toward the
defeated South, but was assassinated - by John Wilkes
Booth, a southern fanatic,

NEW WORDS AND EXPRESSIONS

Abraham ['eibroheem] n. E{HhiFE
Lincoln ['ligken] n. # 1

mail [meil] n. {E4:

official [o'fifol] a. HHH; EFRH

limit ['limit] vt. FR4i

observe [ob'za:v] v. #5F

businesslike ['biznislaik] a. FHAM; B &AM
secretary ['sekrotri] n. $4$

recall [ri'ka:l] v. [EZ

disapprove ['diso'pru:v] v. AR P RR
unreasonable [an'riznabl] a. A& () HMH
Cabinet ['keebinit] n. NIE

Senator ['senito] n. YR
Representative [repri'zentotiv] n. R R
accompany [o'kamponi] v. B v
quarters ['kwoitoz] n. fE4L

biscuit ['biskit] n. BT

occasionally [o'keizonoli] ad. 18R
wounded ['wu:ndid] a. 5
uninterested ['an'intristid] a. REEXLERA
tobacco [to'bekou] n. JHEL; MM

4



reception [ri'sepfon] n. BfF4

Shakespeare ['[eikspia] n. 7H-LLiE

Robert Burns ['robat 'bu:nz] n. B{f%: - 287
humorist ['hju:morist] n. HGER({E)K

more often than not #4E; 2%

make one’s way #iiE; 56t

“1.

NOTES

... by eight o’clock he had finisked his breakfast.
The verb is in the past perfect tense (it HE5Epiit),
a study of .which will be made later.

But Lincoln was not the man fo observe such rules.
The infinitive phrase “to observe such rules” can be
rewritten as an attributive clause: who would
observe such rules.

He would break every rule as fast as it was made.

'As fast as, like as soon as, means L i

cf. I'll come over as soon as (not as fast as) I
finish my job.
The cakes were sold out as fast as (or, as soon
as) they were made.

Anything that kept the people themselves away from
him he disapproved ... % THEM AR HCRBEITR
Mo Pk, (AR B :

Ak % B, %% anything BFHE, BHERT AR,

5: ... they nearly annoyed the life out of him by

3



unreasonable complaints and requests.
... they nearly annoyed him to death by their un-
reasonable complaints and requests.
6. Cabinet members had first call on his time. FBR3¥
T B R A PR B IR
The word call means demand. More examples follow:
He has many calls on his time. (BHGFZEENH, )
(HixfE: F2HFHZ 5 BbARR.)
Who had first call on your time?
7. About noon he usually made his way through the
crowd to his living quarters ...
Pay attention to the use of the verb and the
preposition. Similar examples are as follows: |
Our car picked its way through the village fair
().
The waiter snaked his way through the crowded
restuarant.
Thtee men squeezed their way info the hall - without
producing a ticket.
We worked our way up the mountain-top.
8. Other evenings he was to be found at his desk:
Other evenings he could be found at his desk.
“Verb to be -+ infinitive” is often used to express
an action to be taken in the immediate future or a
customary action or state of affairs.
e.g. When are you to leave?
Mr. Freeman is to come to our hotel at 3 p.m.



We are to take English in the coming slack
season (JRZ).
9. I must have a change of some sort or die. FHZHAEIF—
ERFREFEL, BMBEEEDRT %,
Special attention should be paid to the conjunction
or.
e.g. You must accept the new job or quit.
He must come immediately or pay for the

waste of time.

Proverb

Knowledge is power. ZniRgtR b,

WORD STUDY

Limit v. BRIl

Try to limit your talk to ten minutes, please.

He limited his working time to four hours a day for
poor health.

Does the Chinese government intend to limit the
growth of private business?

Limit n. [R#l:

The government has just set a speed limit to the
car.

Is there a limit to the amount of food available to
people in your country?

There is a limit to one’s life, but no limit to serving

z



the people.
Accompany v.
L. FEfE:
I accompanied Terry when he went shopping this
afternoon. -
Lily is going to accompany you to the buffet (HBE)
£87).
' The prime minister (F#§) was accompanied by his
wife during his visit to England.
;2' bE-3 :
' Susan sang, and Paul accompanied.
Remain v. ]
1L (MET;ER:
Please remain in your seats with fastened (HZH:H)
belts.
They remained in Lhasa ($If%) for two weeks.
2. ®T;&HE:
Much work remains to be done.
3. 1hR; R
She remained my friend.
Whatever position (H#ifiz) you hold, you must remain
modest and prudent (GfERY).

GRAMMAR

£i1: THRBARNTTHEE
8 0 {3 A A2 B 5 — MW 1R (noun) B, FBSH



HFHCRERTH AT (countable noun) ERF 7 % 4
i (uncountable soun), ix & B bERRIIMEH AR
ERYE, B TIE S REMWER, —Rik, BE4ARHEL
i, fnbicycle (H17%), panda(HEN%) Mk &7, 4nParty
(3E3%) , government (B ) & 7l $ 4417, HAE B H 2 sy, EE
AR AR, fn steel(8]), cotton(#1E) Fnkhi%k &id,
n labour (¥3)) happiness(3248) MEA w $ 4, LA, &
Bzsr, : :
Ao i, 121X — B L&A $ 418, ZER—B X LN
AT AN, X2HERMNEINEED, LR THI:
1. Life is getting more colourful in China today. (life
- VECETE IR, R A B AT , r '
2. He saved three lives in the flood. (life 1E“4:=4x" ¥,
7RI B 4A) |
3. There is an abundant supply of food in our market.
(food fE“Bi”, “B¥" i, AR T R4 1)
4. He doesn’t believe in health foods. (food {E“&&H”
Pk, R A1)
Hi AR — & LA T MR ARz,
EATF Bl 4
1. Which do you prefer, coffee or wine? (wine J4ifRy
’,E%,%Z:EI’&/EED
2. A rich variety of Chinese wines were available at the
reception. (wine FiR#& & HHIOIE, AT H4R)
3. What fruit do we have for the banquet?
(RAl—E4 AfARRETTUAR R—#, BIEHBER T
—38, — B % FEA W S 417)



