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UNIT 1
PART A
I . PEOPLE AND COLORS

1 In general, people talk about two groups of colors: warm col-
ors and cool colors. Researchers think that there are also two
groups of peopie: people who pfefer warm colors, and people who
prefer cool colors.
2 The warm colors are ted, orange and yellow. Where there
are warm colors and a lot of light, people usually want to be activ-
e. Sociable people, those who like to be: with others, like red. The
cool colors are green, blue and violet. These colors, unlike warm
colors, are relaxing. Where there are cool colors, people are usuaily
quiet. People who like to spend time alone often prefer blue.
3 Researchers do not know why people think some colors are
warm and other colors are cool. Perhaps warm colors remind peo—
ple of warm days and the cool colors remind them <;f cool days. Be-
cause in the north the sun is low during winter, the sunlight ap-
pears quite blue. Because the sun is higher during summer, the hot -
summer sunlight appears yellow.
4 People associate colors with different objects, feelings, and
holidays. Red, for example, is the color of fire, heat, blood, and
life. People say red is an‘exciting and active = color. They asso-
ele



ciate red with a strong feeling like anger. Red is used for signs of
danger, such as STOP signs and fire engines. The holiday which is
associated with red is Valentine’s Day. On February 14, Americans
send red hearts to people they love.
5 Orange is the bright, warm color of leaves in autumn. People
say orange is a lively, energetic color. They associate orange with
happiness. The holidays which are associated with orange are Hal-
loween in October and Thanksgiving Day in November. On Octo-
ber 31 many Americans put large orange pumpkins in their win-
dows for Halloween.
6 Yellow is the color of sunlight. People say it is a cheerful
and lively color. They associate yellow, too, with happiness. Be-
cause it is bright, it is used for signs of caution.
7 Green is the cool color of grass in spring. Peopie say it is a
refreshing and relaxing color. However, they also associate green
with feelings of guilt, fear, and envy.
8 Biue is the color of the sky, water, and ice. Police and Navy
uniforms are blue. When people are sad, they say, “I feel blue.”
.They associate blue with feelings like unhappiness and fear.
9 Violet, or purple, is the deep, soft color of darkness or shad-
ows. Peaple consider violet a dignified color. They associate it with
loneliness. On Easter Sunday people decorate baskets with putple
_ ribbons.
10 White is the color of snow. People describe white as a
pure, clean color. They associate white with a bright, cléan feeling.
Doctors, dentists, and nurses frequently wear white uniforms. On
the other hand, black is the color of night. People wear black
«2e
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clothes at serious ceremonies such as funerals and graduations.
11 Businessmen know that people choose products by color.
Businessmen want to manufacture products which are the colors
people will buy. Good businessmen know that young people prefer
different colors than old people do and men prefer different colors
than women do. Young children react to the color of an object be-
fore they react to the shape. They prefer the warm colors. On the
whole, women prefer brighter colors than men do.
12 \ 1If two objects are the same except for color, they will look
different. Color can make an object look nearer or farther, larger or
smaller. ;
13 A red object always looks nearer than a blue object. For
example, red letters on a blue sign look as though they are in front
of the sign. Why? The lenses in your eyes thicken when you try to
see the red letters clearly. Red light from the letters does not bend
easily but blue light from the sign does. The thicker lenses bend the
red light. When you look at an object which is near, the lenses in
your eyes also thicken so you can see the object clearly. In both
cases, the eye muscles work hard to make the lenses thicker. The
eye muscles feel the same when you look at red objects or objects
which are near. Therefore, the red letters look as though they are
nearer than the blue sign. .
14 Bright objects look larger than dark objects. Large or fat
people who want to look smaller or slimmer wear dark clothes.
From Skillful Reading
716 words

«3e



NEW WORDS

1. sociable adj. fond of being with others; friendly & 3T 7
B, REH
2.violet =n. BFZ (@), ¥H
3.energetic adj. full of energy I IIERREY. H M
4. pumpkin n, =218
" 5. caution =, taking care; warning words N, B
6. refreshing  adj. producing a feeling of comfort and new
strength R H. LR IR
7.navy m. a country’s warships; their officers and men M7
8.purple . K&, RKAAE
' 8. decorate »t. to put ornaments on; make more beautiful by
placing adornments on or in %4, B
10. funeral =a. burial or burning of a dead person with religious
ceremonies 3, |
11.lens 2. FEEE; RIRE SeRA

NOTES

1. fire engine HH%E

2. Valentine’s Day XA T 2 B 14 HEATH

3. Halloween JEXHHEIA (10 A 31 )

4. Thanksgiving Day ’%E\*ﬁ FEXREHNBEFE 11 A ﬁ —A4
o4



A 0

L2 ]

Epm
5. Easter Sunday Day) X%

COMPREHENSION

1. The passage teils us
A) there are two groups of colors
B) that people are divided into two groups according to their
preference of colors
C) what warm colors and cool colors are
D) about people’s association with colors
2. Which of the folléwing is true according to the passage?
A) A lot of light makes people relaxed. '
B) Warm colors are better for offices to make people excited.
C) People who don’t like to be with others usually prefer blue. )
D) Warm colors stand for warm days and cool colors for cool
days. ‘
3. Americans put large orange pumpkins in their windows for Hal-
loween
A) for orange is the color of happiness
B) so the color of the pumpkins can remind them of warm days
C) to show they are energetic
D) because the children like them
4. Which color mentioned is not associated with a holiday?
A)red C) orange
B) violet D) green



5. According to the passage, good businessmen
A) must have a wide knowledge of buying and selling
B) have products of Aall colors
C) know people’s preference of colors
D) know the colors in fashion
6. When young children buy an object they
~A)look at the shape first
B)don’t care about colors
C) think about the celor first
D) think about neither the color nor the shape
7. Paragraph 13 tells us how
A) we feel when looking at objects
B) our eye muscles work when we see red objects
C) the lenses move
D) the blue light bends
8. From the last paragraph we know that
A) there is little difference for the thin people to wear bright or
dark clothes
B) bright clothes suit fat people well
C)dark clothes make thin people look fatter
D) colors of clothes have an effect on people’s appearance

I . HIS SON, THE ARTIST

1 My father never quite knew what 1 did'Tor a living.
2 My father was a butcher. His father, uncles and brothers
) L ] 6 [ 3



