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Exercise 1

STARTING TIME

Jack and His Examinations

Jack had gone to the university to study history,
but at the end of his first year, his history
professor failed ({f-- A #%) him in his examina-
tions, and he was told that he would have to
leave the university. However, his father decided
that he would go to see the professor to urge
(M 77%:k) him  to let Jack continue his studies
the following year.
‘He’s a good boy,’
said Jack’s father,
‘and if you let him
pass this time, I’m
sure he’ll improve a
lot next year and pass
the examinations at the

end of it really well.’

‘No, no, that’s quite impossible!” replied the
professor immediately. ‘Do you know, last month
I asked him when Napoleon had died, and he
didn’t know!’

‘Please, sir, give him another chance,’ said

WORDS

18
24
32
39
47
53
56
61
64
69
74
79
84
88
93
101
109
117
120
127



Jack’s father. ‘You see, I'm afraid we don’t take 138
any newspapers in our house, so none of us even 148
-+

knew that Napoleon was ill.’ 153
FINISHING TIME — ‘
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A  Muliiple choice:
1. Jack __ _ his examinations at the end of his first

year.

A. passed

B. succeeded in

C. failed in

He was told that he would have to —__ the unmiver-
sity.

A. leave

B. leave for

C. leave off

. His father went ____ the professor to ask him to

let Jack continue his studies.
A. to look at

B. to see

C. to send for

. The history professor thought it would be ___. for

Jack to improve a lot and pass the examinations
the following year.

A. possible

B. unnecessary

C. impossible

. Jack didn’t know when Napoleon had died, because

A. he rarely read newspapers.

B. none of his family knew when Napoleon was
ill.

C. he didn’t study very hard.

. The professor —_ Jack’s father’s request.



A. rcfused
B. accepted
C. agreed to
B Put the number of the correct sentence under the correct
picture:
1. At the end of the year Jack did his examinations.
2. His father went to ask his professor to give him
another chance.
3. But the professor refused.
4. When he looked at the notice-board, he saw that
he had failed.

Q
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Exercise 2

STARTING TIME

Henry Ford

Henry Ford was the first
person to build cars which
were cheap, strong, and
fast. He was able to sell
millions of models becau-
se he ‘mass-produced’
them; that is, he made a
great many cars of exactly
the same type. Ford’s
father hoped that his son

would become a farmer, but the young man did
not like the idea and he went to Detroit where
he worked as a mechanic (#T). By the age of
29, in 1892, he had built his first car. However,
the first ‘mass-produced’ car in the world, the
famous ‘Model T’, did not appear until 1908 —
five years after Ford had started his great Motor
Company (4 7]). This car proved to be so popular
(Z &L HY) that it remained unchanged for twenty
years. Since Ford’s time, mass-production methods

have become common in industry and have reduced

WORDS
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(PEAK) the price (##%) of many articles which 140
would otherwise (&) be very expensive. 145
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True or False:

1. Henry Ford was a well-known American motor-car
inventor at Detroit.

2. Ford _was able to sell a great many models because
his cars were ‘mass-produced’.

3. The famous‘Mcdel T’was so popular that its design
was introduced to all the motor companies in the
U.S.A.

4. Ford’s ‘Model T’, which appeared in 1892, was the
first car built by the mass-production method.

5. The mass-production method, first used by Ford in
motor-car building, has become common in indus-
try.

Choose among A, B, and C:

1. Henry Fond was the first person to build cars
which were
A. light, safe, and noiseless.

B. cheap, strong, and fast.
C. small, beautiful, and comfortable,

2. Ford’s father wanted his son to be
A. a farmer.

B. a doctor.
C. a mechanic.

3. Henry Ford did not like his father’s idea and went to
A. New York.

B. San Francisco.
C. Detroit.
4. Ford started his great Motor Company



A.

in 1908.

. in 1903.

in 1913.

called the world’s first mass-produced car
‘Model T°.

‘Motor F’,

‘Ford I’.
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Exercise 3

STARTING TIME ___
A Potato (I ZE)Farmer

A potato farmer was sent to prison (IEfik) just
at the time when he should have been digging (3%)
the ground for planting the new crop of potatoes.
He knew that his wife would not be strong enough
to do the digging by herself, but that she could
manage (3 ff) to do the planting; and he also
knew that he did not have any friends or neigh-
bours who would be willing to do the digging
for him. So he wrote a letter to his wife which
said, ‘Please do not dig the potato field. I hid

the money and the gun there.’
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Ten days later he got a letter from his wife.
It said, ‘I think somebody is reading your letters
before they go out of the prison. Some policemen
arrived here two days ago and dug up the whole
potato field. What shall I do now?’

The prisoner wrote back at once, ‘Plant the
potatoes, of course.’

106
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True or False:

1. The potato farmer was sent to prison when he was
digging the ground for planting.

2. His wife was not strong enough to do the planting
by herself.

3. Some of the neighbours came to do the digging for
the farmer.

4. The prisoner knew that somebody would read the

letter before it got out of the prison.

The farmer’s letter was read by the policemen.

The prisoner hid the money and the gun under the

ground before he went to prison.

S

Choose among A, B, and C:
1. It was ___ for the potato farmer to go to prison.
A. a good time
B. a very bad time
C. a proper time
2. Why didn’t the farmer ask his friends to dig the
potato field?
A. Because he knew none of his friends would be
willing to do the digging for him.
B. Because he was afraid that his friends would
find his money and the gun.
C. Because he thought his friends were too weak
to do the digging.
8. Some policemen came to the farmer’s house and dug
up the whole potato field
A. to help the woman.
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