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Dramatis Personae

At 221 B, Baker Street
Mr Sherlock Holmes
Dr John H Watson

The staff at Belmont
Gordon Morrison, secretary
Ernest Welsh, gardener and handyfnan
‘Mrs Welsh ( Emest’ s wife) | housekeeper
Frederick Evans, assistant gardener
John Merryweather, assistant gardener

The guests at Belmont
James Davenport, engraver
Peter Gregson, sculptor
Jeremy Lane, writer
Benjamin Morgan, photographer
Richard Pountney, retired musician
Henry Tomlinson, retired musician

The official forces
Colonel de Montfort, chief constable of the area

Inspector Forrester, of the local -police

and a large supporting cast
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CHAPTER ONE

4 EEFEHERET—REFAANCH, 29 TH
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A very curious characteristic of my good friend, Mr Sherlock
Holmes, was that even on those rare occasions® where he erred@ in his
interpretation® of one — or more — of the aspects® of a case, none the
less® he usually managed in some singular® manner to arrive at a solu-
tion@ of the mystery, while everyone else remained baffled®. One in-
stance was that which I shall now descn'be@, a case which I myself was
the means of bringing to Holmes” s attention®.

It was, Irecall®, a seasonably hot day early in Fuly, 1899. I had

on. . .occasion ph.FE: -+ HBRF
er v. &

interpretation n. fER

aspect n. JjiH

none the less conj. fATD

singular . JEFLEY

arrive at a solution ph. WBIER
baffled a. EIZRH

describe v. FiR

bring to . .. attention ph. S{fZ----- EE
recall v. [E4Z
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slept badly, owing 10Q the oppressive® heat, which in London seems
confined® and intensified®, trapped in some manner by the buildings.
In the end I gave up the attempt even to rest, and came down to my
breakfast early. I had thus finished and had begun to read the newspaper
in eamest® when Sherlock Holmes entered the room. He nodded to me
and seemed about to speak, but then his gaze wandered® to the corer
of the room. He raised an eyebrow, and sighed.

‘It is the future, Holmes!’ said I, following his example and
staring at the telephone which we had recently had installed, after much
persuasion® on my part and some reluctance® on Holmes’s

‘Perhaps it is,’ said he, ‘but I see many disadvantages @ to it.’

‘It is well tried,’ I told him. ‘It is now fully twenty years since
the first London exchange opened —’

‘Remind me to send a congratulatory® telegram to the Postmaster
General.’ said Holmes, rather churlishly®.

“To begin with, there were only eight subscribers® — °

‘I have some tifling® recollection® that you have already

owing to. .. ph. B%

oppressive a. ¥S )

confined a. BEAEH)

intensified a. FHEjHY

in eammest ph. = very hard 1A X
wander v. &

persuasion n. AR, Bif5
reluctance n. AIER
disadvantage n. #8&

send a congratulatory telegram ph. X — 3 #1353 it
churlishly od. 357

subscriber n. i/

tifling o. $0A BB
recollection . EIEAEY
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favoured me with lengthy extracts® from the prospectus®, Doctor,’
said Holmes.

‘But think, Holmes! Consider the ease with which one may com-
municate with one’s fellows! Why, it is exactly like having your very
own little telegraph® office in the house!” said I.

“With its own little bell, constantly® interrupting one” s meals — ’

At that juncture©, the telephone bell rang.

‘Constantly interrupting one’ s meals,’ repeated Holmes firmly,
picking up the receiver® with every expression of distaste®. There fol-
lowed one of those curious one-sided and monosyllabic® conversations
which have become so very familiar to® all of us in recent years. After
a moment, Holmes held® the instrument out to me. ‘So far as I can
judge, Doctor, the caller wishes to speak to you,  he said.

‘Thank you, Holmes.’ T took the telephone cautiously®, for —
although we had had the instrument in the house for a couple of days
now — this was the first person to contact me in this fashion. ‘Hello?
This is Dr Watson speaking. ’

The receiver emitted® a strange crackle®, over which I could hear

extract n. R ;EE
prospectus n. EHF
telegraph n. R

constantly ad . A< BT H ; B 45 Hb
juncture n. BT %I

receiver n. HIEUTTE

distaste n. [RE , REWK
monosyllabic a. B

hold. . . (out to sb.) ph. EH(FEA)
cautiously od. TE{H M

emit v. 2

crackle n. HEHE
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occasional stray® fragments of speech. ‘ — Watson? - Morrison here,
at Belmont. You had arranged — stay with us — some — ago. I thought
— telephone — confirm@ your arrival later today .’

“Yes, yes, indeed,” said I. ‘T am packed® and ready for the off!
All being well®, 1 shall arrive there in the middle of the aftemoon. I
look forward t0® my stay.’

* — look forward to— you. My compliments®, sir.’

‘And mine to you, sir! There you are@, Holmes,’ I said, re-
placing® the receiver, ‘that was Mr Morrison, the secretary at Bel-
mont. Wanted to confirm my stay there, beginning this afternoon.’

‘But I thought you had already confirmed it by letter?” said
Holmes, with a smile.

‘Well, I had. Even so®, there may have been some unexpected
difficulty, some reason why I could not go. The telephone avoids hav-
ing to worry about® sending telegrams, or disappointing® people at the
last minute.’

“Then perhaps I shall grow to like® it, ’ said Holmes calmly. ‘In
any event, I sincerely® trust you will enjoy your holiday .’

stray a. &%XZ{’Z{\B‘J

confirm ». HAIA

pack v. {78(17%)

all being well ph. #BFHFT

look forward to ph. BE, HHfF
my compliments ph. 3 8/ &%
there you are ph. %R

replace v. F[A]

even so ph. BRI, REML
worry about ph. $H.»----
disappoint ». fE5EB

grow to like. . . ph. BFEFEW-----
sincerely ad. E i
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‘Thank you. Lord knows, I am ready enough for a change,’ said
I frankly, ‘I grow tired of® London in this weather, and yearn for@
some country air.’

‘You should get plenty of that,” said Holmes. ‘Is this place not
set “twixt@ the North Downs and the Weald? You will forgive® the po-
etic description®, which, if 1 mistake not, was in that particular
prospectus®. From which I also heard numerous extracts. ’

‘It was a trifle® overblown®,’ I agreed. ‘But, yes, it is on the
borders of Surrey and Sussex, and — according to@ the friend who rec-
ommended®© it to me, or, rather, me to it it is a delightful spot.’

“The area is indeed delightful,’ said Holmes. ‘And with some
most interesting associations® for both of us, for you will recall that in-
triguing@ — though rather elementary — affair of the Cunninghams,
which took place not far from there?’

‘I do recall it, Holmes. In fact, I recorded it under the title of
“The Reigate Puzzle”.’

‘I looked into® it,* said he. ‘ And I must confess® that I have

grow tired of ph. RIET

veam for ph. [A1E,JBE .
twixt prep. 7E----- 22 [

forgive ». IR

description n. filiif

prospectus n. I

trifle n./NEE B

overblown n. ZIKHK
according to ... ph. .-
recommend sth. to sb. ph. [A]+---+ ¥
association n. JRAR

intriguing a. F|EIEBEK)

look into ph. VAZ, K
confess v. FKIA
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seldom encountered® such an emphasis on sensationalism@ at the ex-
pense of® fact. By the by®,” he added, before I could fairly counter®
this charge®, ‘does Colonel Hayter still live in those parts?’

‘He does.’ Colonel® Hayter was an old friend whom I had first
known in Afghanistan, and with whom Holmes and I had been staying
at the time of the Cunningham case. ‘Colonel Hayter had suggested I
stay with him, in point of® fact. But I fear he is not the man he once
was, and any excitement — even an unobtrusive® guest such as myself
— is quite forbidden®. He lives quietly these days, his only compan-
ions a nurse, for he is very weak, and a secretary of some sort, a
Carstairs, or Carruthers, or some such name. The colonel is working
on what he has described to me as his “literary testament’ , in the shape
of a definitiveD history of the events at Maiwand. The secretary — a
young fellow, fresh from university®, as I understand - is helping him
to compile® it, and I have offered to pay a short visit® tomorrow, to
look over® what has been accomplished thus far, and perhaps offer

encounter v. Hifl, @3

sensationalism n. (1 F 3 RIS s PR FE XL
at the expense of ... ph. Pl-+e--r L%

by the by ph. JEEE—T
counter v. KX

charge n. $H¥, B

colonel n. F&

in point of ... ph. BR----- 5
unobtrusive adj. JE{E K
forbidden odf. A AiFHEA
definitive ¢. BB EIEH

fresh from university ph. Rl M5\ Y
compile v. 458, HE

pay a short visit ph. FAT8E fijla]
look over ph. K&ZF
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some advice on the literary and military aspects.’

‘I see. You will please to give the colonel my compliments and
good wishes. I owe® him much, for he was the means of introducing
me to a most diverting® case,” said Holmes, buttering® a slice of
toast®. ‘Tell me,” said he, “yon had mentioned® earlier that you
were introduced to this place, and not it to you. What meant you by
that?’

‘The place is not an hotel,” I told him. ‘It is an old country
house — Belmont by name — which is run under the terms of a charitable
trust®. ’

‘Indeed?’

“The trust was set up some twenty years ago by a philanthropist@
whose name ~ could I but recollect® it myself — would be familiar to
you. A household® name, in very truth, for he made a vast fortune®
in boot-blacking or some such thing®, invested® it in railway stock®,
and so became one of the richest men in England. Now, he was by

owe v. K

diverting a. K

butter v. ¥RMWF-----

toast n. M A A

mention v. IRF, IR

rust n. fRIEM

philanthropist n. Z#XK

recollect v. F8ii2

household . @K

made a fortune (in) ph. BE T —2E4&
some such thing ph. — &SPl EHE
invest v. &%

stock n. REE
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way of being a patron® of the arts — indeed, he was himself a talented
amateur® engraver® in mezzotint® -’

Holmes groaned@.

I ignored him. ‘He had a large family — and, by what I am told
privately®, an equally large@ wife. He realized that many of his artis-
tic acquaintances® were in much the same state. He realized further that
many of them would benefit® from the occasional break from home,
wife and children, but that most of them simply had insufficient® funds
to permit their taking a holiday abroad, or staying at a first-rate ho-
telD. He accordingly bought this old manor® house, and endowed® it
in his will® with the wherewithal® to run® it exactly like one of those
first-rate hotels, but at a nominal cost® to guests. ’

‘A philanthropist indeed. ’

‘As you say, Holmes.’

‘ And the recommendation?’

patron n. BmEMA

amateur a. l”ﬁ%ﬁ‘]

engraver n. MEZ|JH

mezzotint . AR BEZY
groan v. TS

privately ad. FATH

large a. HRIEH

acquaintances n. B A ;iR
benefit (from) ph. %3
insufficient a. AEH, R EK
a first-rate hotel ph. — IR IE
manor n. JEE

endow v. 1B

will n. BIE

wherewithal n. A% ER 4
mwun v. B

at a nominal cost ph. DIRIEAIHER
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‘Oh,’ said 1, ‘one needs a recommendation from someone who
has stayed there, nothing more than that®. Provided that® one has
some connection with literature, or the arts. Oh, and the terms of the
trust mean that only men can stay there, of course.’

‘So that there may be no distractions®, presumably®?’ said
Holmes .

‘Presumably . You ought to come along®, Holmes - I could ring
the secretary now, see if they have a room free.’

‘You are very kind. But I fear my literary achievements® are
scarcely an adequate testimonial®. ’

“You underrate® yourself, Holmes. Why, your monographs®
have invariably® been received as the last word on their subject — what-
ever it may have been.’ v

Holmes laughed. ‘I am tempted®. But it is very short notice.
And besides, I can hardly leave just at the moment, when this business
of the black pearl of the Borgias is so very pressing®. ’

I'nodded, for I knew that Holmes was engaged on® trying to track

nothing more than that ph. {HTGE
provided that. .. conj. BN
distraction n. 430>
presumably od. F]fEH
come along ph. —&%
achievement n. JREL
testimonial n. jEHR
underrate v. Al ; HR
monograph n. ¥EIE3
invariably ad. RAFH

temp v. ER

pressing a. & IAH

be engaged on ph. f=F------
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downQ the thief who had stolen the fabulous@ jewel from the Prince of
Colonna’ s room at the Dacre Hotel. I may add that the case baffled®
even Holmes for a time, although he solved the puzzle a year later in a
most interesting case which I have recorded under the title, ‘The Six
Napoleons’ .

‘Did I overhear® you say your bag is packed?’ asked Holmes.

‘You did. I am all ready, and shall leave by the afternoon train —
unless, of course, I can be of any assistance® with your investigations,
in which case I am entirely at your disposal®.’

Holmes shook his head. ‘ Thank you for the offer, but I fear that
the problem may be insoluble@, at least for the moment, and that your
best efforts would not help me. I suspect® that it will prove to be one
of those annoying® cases where the solution, if it comes at all, is de-
layed some considerable® time, and is largely dependent on chance.
No, Doctor, it only remains for me to wish you an enjoyable and rest-
ful holiday in the country®. And that I must do now, ’he added, look-
ing at his watch, ‘for I have an appointment at half past the hour®,
Princes are not to be kept waiting, even when one brings them no good

news. ’

track down ph. 183
fabulous a. HREFHY

ovethear v. K U2

be of . .. assistance ph. X+ RHEBN
at someone’ s disposal ph. 3 A XA
insoluble a. RNEEMAHE

annoying a. 1R

considerable a. X #Y

country rn. 28]

at half past the hour ph. T3/}t
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