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Lesson one
TALKING ABOUT THE SUMMER VACATION

I

Some boys are talking merrily in the bedroom. Suddenly Li
Ming, who has just come back to school, bursts into the
Toom. V

Li Ming :Hi, guys] How are you!

ALL; Oh] Hurrah] There you are! (They yell in chorus,
rushing twerd him, some slapping ham on the back , others
paiting kim on the chest or shoulder. )

L: Hey!Let me go]Haven’t you ever seecn a guy before?
(Struggling to free kimself)

A There,there] Don’t get angry. W=z very excited to
see you] We were talkihg about you just Dow.

.’ B: Yes, talk of the devil}

A: (Speaking to Li) And then you appear. But you're the
last one to come bick! We thought you wouldn’t be
back in time.

L; ©Oh,it’s terrible. The ship to Dalien was delayed for

e 1
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more than 10 hours because of the storm, so I

thought I wouldn’t be able to see you.

That’s too bad. We’re awfully glad to see you

again.

It’s good to see you! (Patting him on the shoulder)

Nice to see you too.

You must be very tired from the long journey. Let’s

help you unpack your bags and make your bed for

you.

Thanks. I missed you all a whole lot. I've brought

some fruit from -my hometowm; please have a taste.

(Li Ming brings out some bananas, apples, and pears, and

begins to distribute them among the students. )

Oh, gosh| Bananas, pears! It makes my mouth water

just seeing them. Hurry, pass me one.

Well, Li Ming, how was your vacation?

Oh! It was swell. I went to see my old high school

friends and we had a lot of fun together. We went to

the sea many times and sunbathed on the seashore.

Did you read any books or watch any good TV

shows?

Yeah. I read some of Dicken’s works. Besides, I

read a lot of interesting magazines, and saw some

TV movies. I thought I’d better broaden my horizons
« 2.



and have a change of pace. How about you?

C: I did almost the same things. I felt like having a good

rest.

D: 1 hear Wang Fang has come back. Let’s go talk to
her. She’s in the classroom.

ALL.O. K.

Wang Fang and Li Ping, two semiors, are having a talk
about thetr summer vacation . thetr bedroom.

Wang Fang. You look sunburned but stronger. What did

Li.

r—l

you do during the summer vacation?

I did a lot of outdoor activities. I went to the moun-
tains with my former classmates and helped my fam-
ily with the farm work. You look really pretty in
your new dress and your short hair is very stylish.

: Really? Thank you. I was really busy the whole

summer vacation.
Did you bury yourself in your books?

: No. I found a job as a private teacher tutoring a

twelve-year-old girl. Besides, I did some weaving
and played with my former classmates.
We should try to help relieve our parents of their fi-
nancial burden. Did you earn much?

¢« 3.
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. About 500 guan. It’s enough for this term’s expenses.

And I can buy some dresses and books.

That’s great.

i
Some stullents are talking i the classroom.
Well, Mr B, tell us something about vour travels.
You must have had a wonderful time.
Oh, I really did!
Where did you go, Mr B? Come on, tell us about
some interesting places you saw.
0. K. As a matter of fact, I visited several places. I
took a ship to Dalien by Way of Qingdao and Yantai,
then changed to a train for the North. What im-
pressed me most is the one week of camping in the
woods by a lake.
Did you gec all alone?
Of course not. I went with my father.
I think camping by a lake must be as good as by the
sca.

The two aren’t comparable. The restlessness of the

sea waves, the fearful cold of the salt water, and the

incessant wind really makes me sick. On the other

hand, the lake was very mild and quiet. Country life
o 4.
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is so fresh and beautiful.
Did you do any fishing there?
Of course!

Did vou catch any fish?

. Yes, but not many. You know, the fun of fishing is

not the result, but the process. It was really beauti-
ful. You can’ imagine it. »

Yes, I can. Once I went fistiing in a small river. 1
felt excited ,but anxious.

But you/ didn’t have the real experience of staying at a
camp, eating in a nearby farmhouse and going fish-
ing in thé small bay. That’s really leading a kind of
natural life.

Sounds like you had a personal experience of “going
back to nature. ” ' ‘

Exactly. Um-+ Mr A, did you go anywhere for a
holiday?

No, but I did a lot of nice things. I read some of
Mark Twain’s, helped my mother with the house-

work .and+--.

: Well, all of us have had a pleasant sumimer vacation.

I think we should begin to get down to our studies

now.’

A & C: Right you are|



1Y

The students are talking in the classroom, when Professor
Zhang turns up.

Zhang. Hello, boys and girls] Welcome back to school.

All,

All;

How are you|

(Standing up) Quite well, thank you.

Good! I’'m very glad to hear that. Everybody, be
seated, please. Well, did you all have a good time?
I really missed you very much.

( Brightening up) We all had a terrific time, thank

you.

Z. What did you do, Mr B, during the holidays?

B:
z

o

Z,

I stayed at school and reviewed my old lessons.

You really study hard, but please take care of your-
self.

I went to the country and stayed with my aunt’s fam-
ily.

That’s good. You must have gotten a lot of fresh air
and had a good rest. How about you,Mr A? Did you
have a good time? -

Yes, I devoted most of my holidays to resting. I’m
fond of swimming and taking sunbath in particular.

No wonder you look so suntanned.

e B e
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Yes, he looks as if he was roasted over a bonﬁre! (A
roar of laughter resounds all over the room. )

What of it? This shows I’'m in good health.

Yes, that’s right.

\'

The conversation is going on in a very Lively way.

Well, Mr D, what did you do?

Oh, I did nothing special, just helped my family
with the farm work.

It’s good that you tried to help your parents. And I
believe you must have enjoyed country life as well.
That’s the best season in the country, isn’t it?

Yes, indeed! Everything is so fresh. All the fresh
vegetables are taken from the fields without being

" polluted, and the fruits are freshly picked off the

trees. It’s really wonderful.

What you said reminds me of our orchard. Everyday
I spent a lot of time there, either picking fruit from -
the trees or sitting under the trees reading.

Does your family grow a-lot of fruit trees?
Yes, My family has contracted for an orchard. We’
have many apple trees,pear trees, and grape vines.

That sounds interesting. Could you bring us some

« 7 e



next summer so that we can have a taste?
D. Sure. ) .
Z. Well, guys, I’'m very happy to hear about your inter-

-

esting experiences. Now the summer vacation is
over. Toinorrow we'ii begin our classes. So please be
ready. [ must be going. Good-bye.

All; Good-vye. Thank you for coming to sce us.
PROVERBS

1. An idle youth, a needy age.
SRR IRE YN XiiE

2. Bind the sack before it be full.
WAk, (TRERKSTHO D

The best horse needs breaking, and the aptest child

w

needs teaching.
EREARLE. (BHHDHLEN BRENETHLE
ﬁ&)

‘A JOKE

. The Browns were just back from a vacation trip to.
New Jersey. “How did you find the mosquitoes?”
asked a friend. “I didn’t,”said Mr Brown. “They
found me,”

.8
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WORDS AND EXPRESSIONS

merrily ['merili] ad. i ; MERR

burst ['beist] vi. R ; RARME; v 343 N
burst into (7fk burst in) g3k, RRRIE; HR

yeu.[jelj vie A% ngg

chorus ['kores] n. Fp; 418
in chorus F ¥ , .

rush [raf]vi. o, M5 veo fliee, 44T, Bil; &
&

slap [slep] vt. #; %%

pat [peet] vt. i

chest [tfest] n. BB, MRk

struggle ['stragl] vi. ; n. ##; 34, &3, BH

devil ['devl] n. BE%; T

delay [di'lei] vt. EL#l; fEi; #858
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journiey {'dzemni] n. K®; WKiF

unpack ['an'pak] vt. T (B#%);# ()
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pear [pea] n. % ‘

distribute [dis'tribju(:) Jvt. 4%; 4K



