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Brief Introduction to the Great Wall

The Great Wall. which twists and turns for 10,000 {i over China is
known throughout the world for its unparalled magnificance. Due to a
“Love China and Renovate the Great Wall” drive. the Wall's ancient
grandeur has been restored. The Wall is China’s premier historic sight and
every dav it attracts thousands of Chinese and foreign visitors, who cannot
but be awed by its magnificance.

The dragonlike Great Wall straddles mountains and deserts. and iz
punctuated by gate-towers. watch-towers and beacon towers, as it served in
ancient times as a military fortification. Rebuilt and renovated many times
during it= 2,000 to 3.000 vear historv. by people of all nationalities, this
splendid treasure of China’s ancient civilization. embodies the great
strength and determination of the Chinese people. The manv'heroic and
moving stories about the struggles and associations of people inside and
outside the Great Wall. have inspired poets and painters throughout the
ages. These poerns and paintings form a rich part of Chinese literature and
art, and have been collected in a picture album Poems and Paintings
About the Great Wall. The book introduces readers to the history and
scenery of the Great Wall through China’s traditional arts. Tt will fascinate
the reader who has never seen the Wall. and is an ideal souvenir for those
who have visited it.

As early as the llth century B.C., the Western Zhou Dvnasty had city
walls. During the Warring States period from the 7th century B.C. to the
3rd century B.C., the ducal states were constantly at war, each trying to
annex the territory of the other. For self-protection, every state built its
own defensive walls. The Chu constructed a wall of a few hundred /i in the
Nanyang region; then the Qi had a wall built starting in Pingyin in Shan-
dong to Langyatai by the East Sea and also built a walled city along the old
course of the Yellow River; and the states of Zhongshan, Wei, Han, Yan,
Zhao and Qin each built walls that varied from several hundred to several
thousand /i in length. Together these separate sections of wall extended
about 10,000 i

After unification of the six separate kingdoms under Emperor Qin
Shihuang in 221 B:C., the walls of the individual or dered states were
pulled down, and his general Meng Tian was to mobilize one million people

to build a wall to guard against incursions by nomadic people from the

north. The wall began at the Tao River in the west, went eastward along the
Yellow River. followed the old walls of the Qin, Zhao and Yan states, and
ended in Liaodong, a distance of over 10,000 /. Thus was born the carliest
of China's 10.000-[i walls.

During the Western Han Dvuasty, the nomadic tribes in the north
became stronger and frequently plundered the south. The Han rulers dealt
with them variously, sometimes improving relations with the nomadic
peoples by marrving their daughters to their chieftains. sometimes launch-
ing attacks against them and reconstructing the wall to defend it= borders.
The Han Dynasty renovated the walls in the west left to them by the Qin
Dynasty. built new walls in the wesi of the Yellow River, Yumenguan and
Juvanzhe, and joined the walls originally constructed by the Yan and Zhao
in the east in Wuvuan, Yinshan Mountain and Yanmen. The wall now
extended aver 20,000 {i from Liaodong to the Yumenguan Pass in the west.
In addition, pavilions were set up along the wall in Loulan in the west and
in Luqu in the north (in the northeastem section of Ulaan Baantar). In the
carly davs of the Eastern Han Dynasty. barriers. walls, fortresses and
towers were constructed inside the Western Han wall, totalling another
10,000 Zi. The combined work of the Western and Eastern Han dynasties
produced the largestscale wall in China's history.

Thenceforth, peoples from the north gradually entered North China.
Shaanxi and Central China and founded the Northern Dynasties, in oppo-
sition to the indigenons Southern Dynasties. One after another, the North-
ern Wei, Eastern Wei, Northern Qi and Northern Zhou kingdoms of the
Northern Dynasties built multi-levelled walls in the north of the Yellow
River, which extended to the eastern Liaoxi region. The total length of the
crisscrossing walls was over 10,000 /i. After China was unified in the Sui
Dynasty, it initiated 4,000 to 5,000 /i of new wall construction. These
sections traversed Yunzhong, Wuyuan, Yulin and Ningxia, ending at
Longxi, where they were linked with the wall built in the Northern
Dynasties.

China grew strong and powerful in the Tang Dynasty; all the tribes to
the west and north of the Great Wall submitted to the Tang and sought
good relations with it. The Tang built no walls, but founded three “Accept-
ing Submission Cities” in the Yinshan Mountains, which were linked by




walls and covered a distance of four hundred /i from east 1o west, and also
restored the old city of Guazhou, located in western Gansu. To guard
against the Tang, the Gaoli people in the east constructed a wall of some
2,000 /i that stretched across Fuyu, Kaiyuan and Xinbing in the northeast,
and ended at the mouth of the Datong River in Korea.

In the Song, Liao and Jin dynasties, the sixteer prefectures in North
China fell to Qidan, while west of the Yellow River was occupied by the
Western Xia Dynasty. The Northern Song Dynasty built only the yanmen
Strategic Pass. As the Liao and Jin became stronger and moved deeper in
to the Huaihe and Hanshui River valleys and the areas north of the Yangtze
River, the Southern Song found no time for building walls. Because of
their conflicts with the Mongolians and other northern peoples, the Liao
and Jin constructed a wall in northeastern China and Inner Mongolia that
was more than 10,000 /i in length, and called the Mingchang Wall, or
Genghis Khan Border Wall.

To secure its northern territeries from the remnant Mongol forces and

to ward off incursions from the Tartar, Oirat, Nuzhen and Tufan, the
Ming Dynasty constantly built walls in the north. In additon, it construc-
ted walls here and there in the important coastal regions of the southeast so
as to guard against foreign aggression.

The Ming ranked first in Chinese history for the number of walls it
built. The main Ming wall stretched 15,000 /i from Jiuliancheng by the
Yalu River to Jiayuguan in Gansu. Between Beijing and Pianguan in
Shanxi, the wall doubled was divided into Southern and northern Sections.
Many sections were fortified with a series of walls forming a main wall, a
second, third and outside walls, as well as an inside and protection wall.
For example, outside the Yanmen Pass, were three successive large stone
walls and twenty-three successive small stone walls. Of these the main wall
from Shanhaiguan to Jiayuguan, 12,700 /Z in length, remains well pre-
served, and the section from Shanhaiguan to Beijing presents a most
magnificent view thanks to renovations by Qi Jiguang.

In the early days of the Qing Dynasty, the 2,600 /i Shengjing Border
Wall between Liaoning and Jilin was completed, and the old border wall,

with its strategic passes, such as Shanhaiguan, Juyongguan, yanmen and
Jiayuguan, were renovated. But from the middle of the Qing, no more

efforts were devoted to the construction of the Wall,

As time passed. many old walls were ruined by weather and the wear
and tear of its users. Even the Ming walls suffered great damage. Neverthe-
less the 10,000-/i wall, like a huge dragon, remains a magnificent relic of
ancient times. Because of its piecemeal and wideranging construction, the
wall with its passes and for tresses built in many styles, is a record of the
achievements of architectural history. The various nationalities in China
have long since put aside their differences to found a single united family,
the Chinese nation. As a symbol of a great and civilized country, the Great
Wall is the pride of our nation and it draws visitors from around the world.
No longer needed for defence, the Wall can only contribute to the strength-
ening of friendship among peoples of all countries.
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