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Bl—:
One day Mark Twain met a friend at the races in England. His
friend came up to him and said, “I have no money left . I wish you

would buy me a ticket back to London.”
“Well ,” Mark Twain said , “I only have enough money for myself,

but I will tell you what you will do . You can hide under my seat in the
train and I will hide you with my legs.” The friend agreed .

Mark Twain , however, went to the ticket — office and bought two
tickets. When the train pulled out , his friend was safely under the seat
. The inspector came around for the tickets. When Mark Twain gave the
inspector two tickets, he asked, “Where is the other one? "

Lookiﬁg at the inspector the humorist said in a loud voice,
my friend’ s ticket. You see, he is a little strange and likes to ride un-
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der the seat.”
1. Mark Twain’ s friend came up to him because
A . He wanted to borrow some money from Mark Twain
B . He wanted Mark Twain to buy a ticket for him
C . He was poor
D . He want to buy a ticket for Mark Twain
2. The friend agreed .
A. to hide Mark Twain with his legs
B. to hide under Mark Twain’ s seat
C. to buy two tickets
D. to lend money to Mark Twain
3. How many tickets did Mark Twain buy ?
A. one B. two C. three D. four
4. The inspector came around
A. to get tickets
B. to check the tickets
C. to collect the tickets
D. to look for Mark Twain’ s friend
5. Which of the following sentence is true?
A. The friend is a strange person.
B. The friend likes to hide under the seat.
C. Mark Twain didn’ t buy a ticket for his friend.
D. Mark Twain bought a ticket for his friend but played a joke on
him.
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A man went to an insurance office to have his life insured. The
manager of the office asked him how old his parents were when they died.
“Mother had a bad heart and died at the age of 30. Father died of TB

when he was 35.”
“I" m sorry,” said the manager, “We can not insure your life as

your parents were not healthy.”

As the man was leaving the office, depressed, he met a clerk who
had overheard their conversation. “You must not be so frank and tell the
truth, ” said the clerk, “no office will insure you if you speak like that.
Use your imagination a little.”

. 4 .



The men went to another office and was shown into the manager’ s

room.

‘Well, young man, How old were your parents when they died?”

“Mother was 93 and she died from a fall off the bike. Father was 98 and

he died while he was playing football.”
The manager immediately agreed to insure the man’ s life.

1.
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What did the man want to do?

A. He wanted to work in an insurance office.
B.
C. He wanted to make a friend with the manager of the insurance of-

He wanted to live a better life.

. He wanted to have a life insurance.

The man’ s mother probably died .

. of heart attack

. of TB

. from a fall off her bike
. while playing football

The man’ s father died .

. while playing football . B. at the age of 98
. when he was 93 D. in his mid — thirties

“Use your imagination a litle” is equal in meaning to

. “Think before you do”

. “Don’ t be a fool”

. “Create something valuable”
. “Say something untrue”

The manager of another office immediately agreed to insure the

man’ s life because .

A.
B.

the man was very clever
he thought the man might live a long life



C. the manager was very kind

D. the manager was foolish
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The salt at the seaside was very cheap so a merchant bought a good
supply and loaded it on his donkey’ s back. All went well until they
came to a narrow rocky pass in the mountains with a deep stream flowing
through it . The merchant was leading the donkey carefully along a slip-
pery ledge when suddenly the donkey lost his footing and slipped heavily
into the stream.

As the donkey struggled to swim against the current the water melted
the salt he was carrying and washed it away, leaving only the empty bags
fixed to the saddle. With no weight to pull him down the donkey easily
reached the bank and continued cheerfully on his way.

Soon afterwards the merchant decided to buy another load of salt.
Once more he took his donkey to the seaside, loaded him up and set off
for the mountains . As soon as they came to the narrow rocky pass the
donkey remembered how easily he had lost his heavy load and how pleas-
ant it had been traveling without it. This time he slipped into the stream
on purpose and stayed there struggling in the water until the salt had quite
melted away.

The merchant was not at all pleased. He had lost two good loads of
salt and he suspected that the donkey had played a trick on him . He
thought of a way to play a trick on the donkey in retum.

The next time he went to the seaside he bought a great load of
.7 .



sponges. The donkey set off happily.

“These bags are light ,” he thought , “and by the time I got to the
pass they will be lighter still.”

Before long they came to the rocky ledge. Once more the donkey
rolled himself into the water and lay struggling , waiting for the load to
melt away, as he had done twice before .

Instead of melting away, however , the sponges quickly soaked up
the water. This time , the load on his back doubled and the donkey felt
very sad as he plodded along towards the village.

1.
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In the first paragraph, “bought a good supply” may mean

. bought good salt B. bought a lot
. bought a great load of sponges
. supplied salt for the buyer

Why could the donkey reach the bank easily?

Because there was no load on his back any longer.

. Because the donkey was very strong

. Because the merchant pulled him out
D.
3.

Because he struggled to swim against the current.
From the passage, we know that the donkey fell into the stream

three times. Which time didn’ t the donkey fall into it on purpose?

A.
C.

o YU Ow e b

the first time B. the second time
the third time D. the second and the third time
Why did the donkey feel sad at the end of the story 7

. Because the was beaten by the merchant.

. Because he had nothing to eat .

. Because the load on his back grew heavier.
. Because the merchant suspected him .

The phrase “Before long” in the last but one paragraph means




