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Sunday . . . 6:3E§p. m.

g

J Prm(,ey lingered for a moment on the front porch of
ﬁ'% his house, gazing vacuously down the street. He was not
gm'ﬁ;q;ble to muster* the effort of will that would send
%hlm, ward the auto® waiting arouna’ the cornet. His
ithou its 'vere still with, Betsy;, his mood Ais phys1caJ | 1
tons so relaxed that he felt acutely lo th to face an even- -

- ing of "Party work.? .

‘ .» sharp wind sliced at his face, burning the skin; he SR
sluvered ar{l groped mmatlcally for his coat collar. With™ _
;& SENSS of elf-pity he though* Low hixyrious it would be ;

?to remain at hOme for his cie night.+«He could dawdle = { .
a.round5 in a grarm place — they would go to bed to-

‘gether and lie qfietly, and'not even feel obliged to talk. It .
~was this that hﬁmlssed these dayo, the-sense of freedom T
from all pr#blems..... But*why was he’ never free’ from [

~ this confligi?’ be wohjered. H5 wouwld e miserable if he I
left the Mo Sment ¢ he knew.that;. Believing in the vi- [
sion of socl‘*'s »aS did, he coulg not leave and wetain | .
pride in hirself Or' “tile one hand” he accepted the re- - »

"spon31b1htles a.tta.ched to his political a.fflhatlon,,understood 4
them, took pride in them; on the other hand there were

B
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times when he drew back sharply in the longing for an
~ easier personal existence. Why couldn’t he get over this?
Like most wotkers, Princey had joined the Commu- -
- mist Party as, earlier, he had soughi membershxp in_ a
trade union. The act® was the same in its immediacy,
although more profound in its implications. {ntellectuals
~ ally themselves to the revolutionary mevements of their
time out of a vision of a new society, or from indigna-
‘tion at’ injustice, or from an embittered idealism. But
daily events, his work and life — and among those events,
~a tire chain wielded by a policeman — had made Prircey
" a Communist. Later, the acceptance of certain principles,
of the political program for whzch the Communist move- -
ment stood, had kept him' in the Party. But it was’ still
hls da.ﬂy life, and the life hd saw about him, which ce-
'mented® him to it. If not for this he would, like most
‘other workers, . have been content to leave idealism to
thase who had the’ leisure for it. It was not of his ‘choos-
. ing that he lived in.an age of social change when history
“'plucks the business of vision out of the hands of philoso-
_phers, away from thinkers and priests, and gives it over
" to.the humble and anonymous,® to whom it is not 2 pro-
fession or &n avocation, a ‘matter of sympathy or one of
_ dalliance, but a stern struggle for survival. Beécause of
. this he had ceased to be foot-loose, he had volunteered
deliberately for a kind of activity that sometimes made
" ‘demands on him even on a Sunday night like.this. Yet
tonight, as on occasionst before, he wished he could forget
everything and slesp for a week — cur] up like an un-%
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knowing cat in front of a fire, lap some milk, drowss,
lap somo more milk, drowse again... Gh, marvelous!

Anyway, he thought now, Workmg on the night shift -

was rotten! To anyone who was on it the week end loomed
-up like an ambrosial drink, but when you got it dowu, it
turned sour.! The average worker broke the week’s rou-
-tine and went to sleep Sundoy night® like any human being.
You wanted one little spell with your family on a normal
basis, one day in which you didn’t fesl out of step with
the rest of the world, As a result you couldn't sleep Mon-
day. But like Judgment doom, the Monday-night shift
rolled around as always, and you struggled through it like
a dead dog. The whole plant was full of mopey workers
every Menday mght like a collection of hopped-up ~sleep-
‘walkers. ...3

“Hey.” 4

“Hey, yourself!”

© Jesse Vandermill stood on the suiewn,lk in front of
Princey — stuttering, heavy-tongued, trying. to manufac-
turs an affectionate jest. “Paul thought you must have
. gome back to'sleep again,” he said. “I walk all the way
- back from the aute and here you are, standing on the

front porch counting daisies.”*

“Where’s daisies? Show me & single dsisy!” :
Vandermill chortled and waved a huge, red-knuckled
‘hand. “Aw, you know what I mean,” he said sheapishly.
' Princey jumped.off the porch and slappsd him hard
on the great stone slab of his back. “Hello Vandermill,
_or is it Vanderpill or Vanderswill?”

1, but ... it'down, it... sour: it M HI% M. K67 TEHEE KL
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Jesse chortled. He was a laborer in the heavy forge
. department at Jefferson,® still in his twenties,® six feet

two, with the physique of a professional wrestler. Turner

had recently assigned him to be a sort of bodyguard to
Princey® because of the work Princey was doing. Such as-
signments were rare in the Party and Vandermill, as a
new momber, enjoyed the romance of it.¢
In Princey’s estimation Vandermill was a fool, and
he regretted recruiting him. Actually he was wrong; Van-
- dermill was of quite average intelligence. What was really
abrasive® was the man’s person:.'ity. Somsething in early
life had clubbed him into® a state of emotional insecurity.
He reflected it by his sheepish manner, in incessant, blun-
dering conversation, in the curious, whining voice which
issued so strangely from his massive body. When Princey
bullied” him, he acted more stupidly, not less®. Tolerance,
patience, would have made a great difference, but Princey
“had never been able to tolerate torpidity of any sort.
Since Turmer’s orders threw them together at all times
outside of the shop,? friction had begun to develop in
the two months of their close association. The fault was
basically Princey’s; he didn’t like the man and, im-
maturely, he refused to make allowances!® — as he would
have made allowances if Jesse had merely been a union

member. Vandermill, in his own curious, melting way,'*
fought Princey, struggling for his dignity, for the right to’

be considered a worthwhile comrade. It was precisely a
feeling of self-respect, of his usefulness, -that the Larty
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had given him. He gloried in' his Party card. When
Princey lost his temper and jibed at® him, it was this
that was undermined; and the treachery® hurt the more
because he admired Princey so much.

Now, blowing on* his thick hands, which ivere burn-
ing® from the cold, - his gloves had been filched in the
plant the day before, -~ Vandermill scrutinized Princey
closely, studying hira with fear and adoration, as a mutt
studies its master, waiting beuind the barricade of a va~
~cant grin to learn his mood. - - ) )

“How’s the Daughter of the American Revolution?”®
Princey asked as they walked*down the strest. Vandermill
came from old New England stock and had his' family
- pedigres hanging on the wall of his far.ished room. He
was frightfully proud of it.

“ON, fire, fino,” he grinned. - “And how’s the Mis-
sus?”” he inquired politsly. , ‘
. Princey nodded without bothering to reply. The silence
made Vandermiil uncomfortabls, “Did you sos Foster’s®
articie in today’s Sunday Worker?™® he asked, beetling his

. brows together.

“No.” ‘

“Oh, that was a powerful articls,” Vandermill advis-
ed importantly. His ruddy, hugejiwed facs, spotted
white by the cold, was set with great seridusness. “I
lgarned a lot from it. It'Il do you good® o get hold
of it,** too, Princey.”
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“I'm sure.”
“There’s nothing like reading to learn a man,}is
there?”

“Nope.”?
“Before 1 joined the Tuarty 1 mever read anything, o
only the sport page sometimes. But the Partv has taught j?g

me the value of education. Now I wished I'd gone to
high school. When you go to high school, you have a
head-start.® Don’t you think so?” :

“Yeah.”t

Jesse glanced uncertainly out of the corner of his eye.
Princey looked ahead. This was the sort of Vanderswill
chatter that invariably irritated him.

“Yes, knowledge is a weapon, all right,” Jesse pro-
nounced, repeating the Party truism?® as though it were his
own discovery. “Don’t you think so?” ‘

“Yeah.”

“Without real Marxist knowledge, the danger is you
will become o.ppor-oppor—-dpportunist. »

“Vanderswill, what’s your definition of an opportun-
“ist?” ‘

 “An opportunist? Well...” The curious whine in his
voice became more pronounced. “An opportunist is a
/man who — who betrays the in-ter-ests of the workmg
class.”
Princey clapped his hands together. “That’s great.”
Jesse looked at him uneasily. “I guess I’'m develop-
‘ing politically a liffle, ain’t 1?76
“Hell, they’ll be printing your letters? in the Dazly
Worker betore you know it.”8
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BHUBEEM learn {EjfF “HE” M. 2. nope = no. BEHMHE.

4



~ﬁém”

YA LT B IR i B R T, AR "

“RIy,”

CEASEUR, RMERATRT 4R, RS B H
LI, AR T AT, BIERREE
My HOREET, BT, AR, RRXREE
e

“Fahax g

*ﬁﬁﬁﬂ%ﬁﬁ@?w@mgﬁ%ﬁﬁgimﬁoE%
T AT A 9 T JE TS RO T 41 27

@4*%,ﬂﬁmm%ﬁ%,wﬁhﬂ%”mﬁmm%
BE— AT REKRM KRB, AR %
EfEe”

“Z: 4] o” )

“UHTRIEMER B EXHEE, RAER L—H—H 2
EXERER." ‘

“TERFHR, RRBAENE TR AL ™

Pl EXE W U8R P T B A B o 2 £ (YR R
HRTERERE T —AMNEELERE—A——PHET
T B REF—FIZBI N
BHRELF 1, “RTFE."

- AEFRATEBEEM. “REREBNS LRKHET — 2L,
XARXfe” ,
“@,&MﬁMﬁémwmyﬁﬁ&qwﬁmxmm”

3. head-start 52k, S4H. 4. yeahs=yes, #E I, 5. the Party truism #
“RATRN—FEFE". 6 ain’tT =aml not. +&. 7. letters R RH4E",
TiR¥E “(#E”. 8. before you know it Fi:l:

K

it e 4 R T T A o e e e R G

P



