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The Institution of Civil Engineers (ICE) authorises Associate Pro-
fessor Zhida Fang, Deputy Director of the Department of Urban Manage-
ment of Suzhou Institute of Urban Construction and Environmental Pro-
tection, 298 Binhe Road, Suzhou, People’ s Republic of China 215011
to translate into Chinese and to publish the following Institution of Civil
Engineers documents:

® The Engineering and Construction Contract 2nd Edition November
1995 (The Black Book).

® The Engineering and Construction Contract 2nd Edition November
1995 Guidance Notes.

The responsibility for the quality and accuracy of the Chinese transla-
tion rests with the Suzhou Institute of Urban Construction and Environ-
mental Protection (SIUCEP).

The English version of the Conditions of Contract is the official ver-
sion and copies of that copyrighted version can be obtained from The In-
stiution of Civil Engineers. The Institution of Civil Engineers accepts no

responsibility for the Chinese translation.
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The Engineering and Construction Contrat was drafted on the basis of three key princi-

ples.
@ Clarity;
@ Flexibility;
@ Stimulus to good management.

Clarity was achieved by, amongst other things, writing the contract in straightforward
language. Legal terms or phrases which would only be understood by specialists in construc-
tion contracts were avoided.

Flexibility was to be achieved by preparing one contract for all types of construction for
use anywhere within the world. It was intended that the contract should not be dependent
on any partcular legal system.

These two principles together help to make the ECC ideal for translation into other lan-
guages and for use in many countries.

The Institution of Civil Engineers, therefore, is delighted to be able to publish this
translation of the Engineering and Construction Contract into Mandarin.

The third key principle behind the drafting of the Engineering and Construction Con-
tract was to provide a stimulus to good management. It is hoped that having a clearly drafted
and flexible contract available in the Mandarin tongue will enable much wider use of this con-
tract to be made. ,

Our thanks are due to those who have worked so hard in initiating, developing and
completing this translation. They should be proud of their achievement in this the first ver-
sion of the Engineering and Construction Contract written in a non-English language.

Peter Higgins

Chairman

New Engineering Contract Panel
The Institution of Civil Engineers
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