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Unit 1

Is There Life on Earth?
Mk EH4EHG?

I . Synopsis of the Text &3 {3

In this humorous essay, the author describes a story that takes place on
the planet Venus. It is written from the point of view of the “Venusians” who
are exploring the possibility of life on Earth. By studying the various evidences
they have gathered from the satellite landing at Manhattan, they have come to
the conclusion that there is no life on Earth. The author means this article to
appear as a piece of science fiction for light reading. As a matter of fact, he
really wishes to draw our attention to the fact that modern man has polluted
his environment to such an extent that he might destroy himself if he continues
like this.

EXRMRXELR EEHRTREESR EORE. XERUSEA
R ARSI EERR SR EEGFEN TR, SdNRAD RN
MWAEEBHRHEMIERAFR  SEABHEGR MR EEF LM E
PFEREX R X EENRRRAOBDML, MEE L EFRFELLRN
EEX2—APEEARAMKRHBREEDTEXTHNRE, KLU
EAKEBBEKAC.

I . Background Knowledge of the Text iR 3 W &R

1. Introduction to the Author fE& 158



Art Buchwald (1925 ~ ) is a well-known American humor
columnist and journalist for the Washington Post. With politics as his
chief concern, his articles are printed widely in newspapers and read by
countless people throughout the United States. He writes about
politicians and famous people, current political events and different issues
in the news.

P - HHR/REET 1925 PHORZECRETEHRIE LY
RERERMTE . X OCHRIBREN, A X EELXE & FH
HETHPEHERT KRN HER, BB CRBBOAR FLAL.
BHEBSF U REHFTEES.

.Venus €8

Venus is the second major planet from the Sun. Named for the
Roman goddess of loye and beauty, it is, after the Moon, the most
brilliant natural object in the nighttime sky.

Venus revolves around the Sun at a mean distance of
107,500,000 km in a nearly circular orbit. Venus undergoes phase
changes similar to those of the Moon. It completes one orbital revolution
in 225 Earth days but goes through one cycle of phases in 584 days.

Venus is completely enveloped by a thick layer of clouds consisting
chiefly of droplets of concentrated sulfuric acid. Carbon dioxide comprises
more than 96 percent of the constituent matter, which accounts for the
extreme density of the Venusian atmosphere. Nitrogen makes up another
3. 5 percent. Venus has a surface temperature of about 460°C—the
highest of any planet in the solar system.

SBRAMAPE-AFTE. VEERREZWNEHT ZLWHT
RENER  RUKTARERZTRARGRE,

4 B 1R o T BB A % £ L 107,500,000 4 gmﬁngx
BiEfT. £EMBESELS ARNAMN EBE 225 RER—KLK,
HBESURERBTRY.

SEBM—BIERA NERARGEENZBERHE, KK
R 6% LN ALK IRESESARHRASEHRR. S
3.5% . SBERERF LN 460 HERE — L AKHRPEARBITEY
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BERE.
3. Manhattan 0505

Manhattan, a borough of New York City, mainly on Manhattan
Island, is considered one of the world's foremost commercial, financial,
and cultural centres. It is renowned for its many points of interest.
Among these are Broadway, one of the world's best-known streets; the
financial district of Wall Street; skyscrapers, such as the Empire State
Building and the World Trade Center; Greenwich Village, Times
Square, and Central Park; the United Nations headquarters; and various
cultural and educational institutions, including the Metropolitan Museum
of Art, the Metropolitan Opera House, the Museum of Modern Art,
Columbia University, two branches of the City University of New York,
and New York University.

ERWRAATH - THE, FEESRUTL L, ERRFERM
RELEEMBEL S8, LR OZ—, F LRSS T E P
FEEL—HRERELAMEEZ — S/RESRK BRI KR, W
FEKEAERRS RO BRI R G, PR REES
B, A & FALRBE VLA, RS AR M, AR AT B AR
LR, FR LT LY  ALMTREOFEMBE, URALHKRE.

4. Light Year Yt

A light year is the distance that light travels in one year, about 6
trillion (6,000,000, 000,000) miles. In this text, the author uses this
phrase in a humorous way to mean “a very, very long time”.

— AN —EPBTHER, KAY X I0ZRE, £FX
B M E R BRI X A ARRRBK REKHE",

I . Difficult Sentences and Detailed Interpretation
1. For the first time Venusian scientists managed to land a satellite on the
planet Earth, and it has been sending back signals as well as
photographs ever since. (L. 1~ 4)— For the first time Venusian
scientists succeeded in sending a satellite onto the planet Earth, and the

3



satellite has been sending back photos and signals since then. £ 8 E#
EXERRIHBE—-FILEX LR METIRERNBERNFESRR
.
1)manage to do something ¥ N “ZHEHURFEE".
#4:1 can’t conceive how you managed to get their permission. & @ H& R
H R TR M S L AE B M TR T 8.
2)ever since: from then till now WIBLLG . ZiAA Y 5 58 a R e #
TEER ever EHERARN.
48 .1’ ve been writing a novel ever since I recovered. H NI H ZF&—
HEE—&/PK.
I lost my I. D. card and I have been worried ever since. B MNFEETH
HER—EHBRER.
. The satellite was directed into an area kmown as Manhattan (named
- after the great Venusian astronemer Prof. Manhattan, ‘'who first
" discovered it with his telescope 20,000 light years aga). (L. 5~7)——
“The satellite landed on an area called Manhattan. TR R # B —4 o #( %
BENBERULEEHARKHRXEREVRUBRNELTRHEN. &
FH AU ZB B EEETRRA T IR,
1)known as Manhattan... &3 EA A EH. EAPESRIBGNH
area,
known as——generally recognized as; called B AR >+ SHEFR g eee e
4 : She is known as a first-rate actress. BB ANNR——RHRA .
Samuel Clemens, known as Mark Twain, became a famous American
writer, NG - HEMNEER - AR T RE XA
MER.
2)named after... §y H-d XS EREEEEEE »# 1 Manhattan,
name after—give the name as P+ [k £
4 : The village is named after the great hero. X /™4t 23308 LA Y]
RN EFRAN.
3)who first discovered... RIEM Wt TN, M Prof. Manhattan,
. Because of excellent weather conditions and extremely strong signals,

Venusian ‘scientists were able to get valuable information as to the



