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Unit 1

Passage 1

! When the current American President Bill Clinton was re-elected to the

White House for a second four-year term on November 5, 1996, his victory over
Senator Bob Dole was seen as the triumph of youth over maturity, the mastery of
a president who offered promises of a bridge to the 21st century against the
solid guarantee of a Kansas senator who pledged the service of his determined
and homely character.
7 Clinton was 46 years old and one of the youngest American Presidents ever
when he was elected in 1992( President John F. Kennedy was the youngest at
42 years old when he was sworn in 1960) . Bob Dole tumed 73 during the tough
and exhausting 1996 campaign. The contrast in ages was not over-played by
either candidate, but it was evident in their style of campaign—Clinton, jazzy
and comfortable with Hollywood-style presentations, and not above playing his
saxophone to entertain the crowds. Dole, on the other hand, was serious and
forthright about the lessons to be leamt from hardship, like the war hero he
was . But the American crowd was in the mood for the entertainer rather than the
teacher. Clinton loved the crowds and television appearances, and liked to em-
phasize his look-alike Kennedy style. Said one American political scientist:
“Watching Clinton with an audience is like watching a virtuoso play a fine mu-
sical instrument. Being able to sense at what level you have to pitch your appeal
to an audience is the mark of a gifted politician.”
(248 words)

1. Bill Clinton’s re-election was considered as

A . something out of the question

B.the triumph of youth over maturity

C. promises of a bridge to the 21st century against the solid guarantee

D.both B and C
. When he took office in 1992, Clinton became

A the youngest president ever since Kennedy

[§%]

B. the second youngest president in American history
C.one of the youngest presidents

[ Notes:

@ the wmiumph/victory
over ﬁﬁ% """ (Lz -~ 3)
@ not above + doing
sth., FHE F A+
(L12)

@ rather than A~ &,
SRV P 5 AR
o, AR ERFE-E,
WAL RIS &R 2 2
(L15)
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D. all of the above
3. One of the difference which is not over-stated between the two candidates is
A. their styles B.the contrast in their ages
C. their promises D. their characters
4. Bob Dole lost the campaign because
A his style didn't fit the crowds appetite
B. he gave the crowds a lesson
C. he thought himself a hero D.he took it so seriously
5. All the following statements have relevance to Clinton's victory EXCEPT that

A . Clinton enjoyed Hollywood character

B. his effect of entertaining the crowds was just like that of his playing sax-
ophone

C. he offered promises of a bridge to the 21st century

D.he paid close attention to his appearance

Passage 2

! As people continue to grow and age, our body systems continue to change.

At a certain point in your life your body systems will begin to weaken. Your
joints may become stiff . It may become more difficult for you to see and hear.
The slow change of ageing causes our bodies to lose some of their ability to
bounce back from disease and injury. In order to live longer, we have always
tried to slow or stop this process that leads us toward the end of our lives.
7 Many factors contribute to your health. A well-balanced diet plays an im-
portant role. The amount and type of exercise you get is another factor. Your liv-
ing environment and the amount of stress you are under is yet another. But
scientists studying senescence(FF:%) want to know: Why do people grow old?
They hope that by examining the ageing process on a cellular level medical sci-
ence may be able to extend the length of life.
13 There is nothing to be afraid of as old age approaches.Many consider the
later portions of life to be the best time for living. Physical activity may lessen,
but often you gain a broader understanding of yourself and the world.
' What we consider old age now may only be middle-aged some day soon.
Who knows, with so many advances in medical science happening so quickly,
life spans may one day be measured in centuries, rather than in years!

(244 words)

6. When people become ageing, they will lose some of their ability to bounce

(1 wotes:

D at a certain point ¥E
FEANEH(L2)

® bhounce back ¥k & 3|
JRAR (LS)

® contribute to H B F
(L7)

@ well-balanced ¥
:[Q )]

® play a(n)... wole

(in)... (FE) - i
...... 1’EF§(L7~8)
® life span FF7(L18)
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back from disease and injury, “bounce back™ here means
A to recover from disease and injury
B.to improve in health after on€’s disease and injury
C.to jump after recovering D.to run fast
7. In order to live longer,_
A.we have to try to be on a diet
B. we should try to do more exercise
C. we should postpone the process of ageing
D. we should keep in high spirits
8. Why are some scientists interested in studying senescence?
A. They may be able to find a better way to our life.
B. They want to increase the general ability of our bodies.
C. They want to find out if there is a link between how efficiently a cell
could repair itself and how long a creature lives.
D. If they can pin down the biochemical process that makes us age, there
will be hope for extending the length of life.
9. Many consider the later portions of life to be the best time of living, because

A .they consider their life has been a successful one
B.they have come through the battle of life safely
C.they have a very good understanding of themselves and the outside world
D. they have nothing to do all day long only to watch their grandchildren
growing up around them
10. According to the passage, “‘spans”means .
A.a lengthe of time B. longevity
C.a long period of time
D.a long distance from one place to another

Passage 3

! Surfing—the art of riding a wave on a pointed board—is the wildest,

fastest natural water sport known to man.In recent years, it has developed into
a major sport around the world, from Australia to South Africa. Husky Aussies
brave man-eating sharks to ride the green waves in Down Under; Hawaiian ex-
perts risk their lives on huge, thirty-foot swells on the windward side of Oahu;
Californians of all ages go out the year-round. In the winter, surf-riders put on
waterproof survival suits to ride gray waves and it is so cold that their flesh
tums blue and their unprotected muscles knot.

®  Surfing is no sport for weaklings. Swimming a quarter of a mile or more,

1 Notes:

@ be known to jj ......
Fran(12)

@ risk one’s life LA 4
3 F R (LS)

@ at the... moment
e BT RICLLL)

@ bring. .. under con-

trol &1 (L15)
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and pushing a surfboard out to where the swells are just right for launching, can © fratemity 3 A1 8] 49
be real work . Then at precisely the right moment, you mount your aquatic steed Bl , 3% 1) #9 % 4F 2%
and go slashing across the face of a powerful swell with the white water foarm- {RARORF IR (L1S)
ing at your heels. The hissing crest of the huge wave bites at vour shoulder,
threatening at any moment to smash you flat. In the next several seconds, a cool
head and lightning-quick reflexes will bring your board under control for that
majestic ride down the back of the great green mountain of water. Once on the
beach, you know why surfling is growing in popularity as an international sport,
and youTe glad to be a member of this new water fraternity.

(233 words)

11. What can we infer from the passage?
A.Surfing is only popular in Australia.
B.Surfing is the sport for young people.
C. Africans do not go surfing because of its dry weather.
D.Surfing has grown popular all over the world.
12. Which of the following statements is true?
A.No one likes to go surfing in winter.
B.The surf-riders don't feel cold in winter.
C. Although it is very cold in winter, surf-:iders are still attracted by the
sport .
D. Weaklings go surfing in winter in order to grow strong.
13. The word brave in lLine4 can be best replaced by _
A struggle - B.not timid
C. full of courage D.meet danger of
14. Which of the following rhetorical skills is used in the phrase “the great,
green mountain of water” ?
A.Simile. B. Metaphor.
C. Personification . D. Exaggeration .
15. Where does this passage most probably come from?
A A sport magazine. B.A play.
C. An advertisement of a sport club.
D. A biography of a sportsman.

Passage 4

! The biggest safety threat facing airlines today may not be a terrorist with a Notes:

gun, but the man with the portable computer in business class. In the last 15 @ ma e
ay no PR
years, pilots have reporied well over 100 incidents that could have been caused but X B T

by electromagnetic interference . The source of this interference remains uncon-
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firmed, but increasingly, experts are pointing the blame at portable electronic
devices such as portable computers, radio and cassette players and mobile tele-
phones.
8 RTCA, an organization which advises the aviation(#{%5) industry, has
recommended that all airlines ban(Z£ 1) such devices from being used during
“critical” stages of flight, particularly take-off and landing. Some experts have
gone further, calling for a total ban during all flights. Currently, rules on using
these devices are left up to individual airlines. And although some airlines pro-
hibit passengers from using such equipment during take-off and landing, most
are reluctant to enforce a total ban, given that many passengers want to work
during flights.
' The difficulty is predicting how electromagnetic field might affect an air-
crafts computers. Experts know that portable devices emit radiation which af-
fects those wavelengths which aircraft use for navigation and communication.
But, because they have not been able to reproduce these effects in a laboratory,
they have no way of knowing whether the interference might be dangerous or
not.
2 The fact that aircraft may be vulnerable( 553 #1f) to interference raises
the risk that terrorists may use radio systems in order to damage navigation e-
quipment. As worrying, though, is the passenger who can’t hear the instructions
to turn off his radio because the music’s too loud.
(254 words)

16. The passage is mainly about

A.a new regulation for all airlines

B. the defects of electronic devices

C.a possible cause of aircraft crashes

D. effective safety measures for air flight
17. What is said about the over 100 aircraft incidents in the past 15 years?

A.They may have been caused by the damage to the radio systems.

B.They may have taken place during take-off and landing.

C. They were proved to have been caused by the passengers portable com-

puters.

D.They were suspected to have resulted from electromagnetic interference.
18. Few airlines want to imposc a total ban on their passengers using electronic

devices because .

A.they dont believe there is such a danger as radio interference

B. the hannful effect of electromagnetic interference is yet to be proved

C. most passengers refuse to take a plane which bans the use of radio and

(L1~2)
@ well ad. K K Hs
(FARBE)13)

@ recommend that +
(should) do sth. i
fi&--- (19)

@ emit = give off B
T, A (L17)

® have no way of doing
sth. TCEMEEEF(120)
® tum off FH(125)
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cassette players
D.they have other effective safety measures to fall back on

19. Why is it difficult to predict the possible effects of electromagnetic fields on
an airplane’s computers?
A. Because it is extremely dangerous to conduct such research on an air-
plane.
B. Because it remains a mystery what wavelengths are liable to be inter-
fered with.
C. Because research scientists have not been able to produce the same ef-
fects in labs.
D. Because experts lack adequate equipment to do such research.
20. It can be inferred from the passage that the author )
A.is in favor of prohibiting passengers use of electronic devices completely
B.has overestimated the danger of electromagnetic interference
C.hasn't formed his own opinion on this problem
D.regards it as unreasonable to exercise a total ban during flight

3 3 2

[ Passage 1]
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FARTH KA e , T FLARURL REGS R I R 695 B JU b BB AR RO BCR Rt 38 = 5= RO R B — Eay s ol
bR T X 21 HHCRYRE A D AR E BRI &R U REHN B .

B A

When the current American President Bill Clinton was re-elecled to the White House for a second
four-year term on November 5, 1996, his victory over Senator Bob Dole was seen as the triumph of vouth

over maturity, the mastery of a president who offered promises of a bridge to the 21st century against the
solid guarantee of a Kansas senator who pledged the service of his determined and homely character.

f# WA when 5[ RROFREREDIRE , B 4], EHR his victory over. . . was seen as. . . .the tn-
umph. . . over F1 the mastery of. . . against fE/ 1] as #9335 5€15F , who pledged. . . B E1EM 4], ##£1f sena-
toro

¥ HIERGE A 199 4 11 A 5 AR SR EERLE, I T8 5O 4EaY 14
B B BERIBANTE MR F RS T A, SR R M T M R AR RIE. TARBES T
A 21 R, LR REL 8 B BEEHAE KM EEAE I RRRS

R

[.But the American crowd was in the mood for the entertainer rather than the teacher.

# XERATEHRREKMAZHEM,

2. Being able to sense at what level you have to pitch your appeal to an audience is the mark of a
gifted politician.

B — R RBUAZ PR R R RE A A RHRBUBR AR

[ Passage 2]
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Rt Ho

? R

6.A ZAREAIF L. bounce back BER“ZHITEREFR". Bl AT WERH 5059 K E L
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AAHER”, U CTRERIEWHAR. T ABD ET®IAMB WTHIKE”, “BHITR L HEE" M- R IFH L
X X EMERBBROEE.

8.D FENEHE, BTRFERNERI 2AITFRTERNMNE”, BB L—-BPME_BRRE—
FIRIBLR AT DI I RAATBEB BRI RAT BN EWHE MAMERBERANFG REREER. A
WM SRB —REFNET X", B IS RE AR —RVLEE"f C T i1 L MAMIH KA H
SERRNMENBHEGZEARTERR " IAFAEE,

9.C FBRAVE, BREA=BRE=ZTHETH CMRELERER, AT MEIIANEEH—ER—ED
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They hope that by examining the ageing process on a cellular level medical science may be able to
extend the length of life.

R AP that 51 S AYRE B4, 1F hope M9 iE, WEEM A4 by examining the ageing process
on a cellular level ik 1%, #1815 )17 may be able to extend. ..

B OHSEFEREBE TR,

O FERE

What we consider old age now may only be middle-aged some day soon.

B OIRIUTEN ETFEEARRME R AR T f14E,
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1.And although some airlines prohibit passengers from using such equipmnt during take off and
Jlanding, most are reluctant to enforce a total ban, given that many passengers want to work during flights.
R WAHFEME S A, i although 51 %6 R 1L REMNA, EAHT 69 EiEZ most (Bl most air-
lines) , given that 51 SR F 4R RIERIEM G,
¥ REHTAERIERFEE OIS EAXERE BERERSEME A AAREIE2H
AES I AT A3 R S O B B A K ATRE TR
2. As worrying, though, is the passenger who can't hear the instructions to tumn off his radio because
the music’s too loud. _
B ek EIEA, R EiE passenger HH — 1 who BIGHIEBMAS, L FEMATF LG EH —
A FEEARE A, BT LB S T T8 As worrying IE T B
#F RS ANRFOEA0E t TR & FTUT AT SR S L K, TR E U7 BRI I H plng s 4
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Unit 2

Passage 1

! There are two types of risk related to investment. The obvious risk is that
the company you invest in will fold and you will lose everything. The other type
of risk is how much the value of your investment can change.Some investment
swing(#7% ) wildly: one month they are worth four times that you put in, the
next month they are worth only one quarter of the money you put in. If you have
to take your money out,you lose lots.
7 Classic low-risk investments are government stocks and bank deposits. The
institutions aren't likely to go out of existence. And the investments are “capital
guaranteed” , meaning your balance can never drop below the amount you put
in.
' But even these classic low-risk investments carry the risk that interest
rates will rise and you will bestuck with your money tied up at the lower inter-
est rates at which you first invested. And not every fixed interest investment is
with a rocksolid organisation. Some providers may offer capital “ guaranteed”
products where in fact no third party is guaranteeing the continuing financial vi-
ability of the provider of the product. In other words, although there is a guaran-
tee of fered, there is nc real guarantee. The warning is that investors must check
that the guarantee and the person or institution offering the guarantee are both
good and strong. Any guarantee is only as good as those offering it.
(233 words)

1. The obvious risk is that the company you invest in will fold and you will lose

everything. In this sentence, the word “fold” means

A close B. collapse

C. come down D.fall through
2. Government stocks and bank deposits are typical low-risk investments, be-

cause .

A . they are not easy to close down

B. your balance will be going up rapidly

C.the interest of your deposits will be at high rate

D.you can change your stocks for cash at any time
3. People take a risk to invest in order to

A .make their balance be worth four times that they put in within one month

Cﬂ Notes:

@ invest in ¥ (12)
@ putin MAFA,
BA(14)

® go out of existence
JHE(LB)

@ interest rates | &
(L11 ~12)

@® in other words ]
TEBL(LI6)
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B.get the “capital guaranteed” from the government
C.make a huge return on their own money
D. get the profit from the bank
4. Why do these classic low-risk investments still have risk?
A. It is probably that the interest will rise while you have to take the lower
one at which you first put in.
B.The organisation is not as reliable as you've expected.
C.The capital “guaranteed” product they offered is not a real guarantee.
D.All the above.
5. What can we infer from this passage?
A. High risk equals high return.
B. If you want to maximise your savings, take some risk with at least some of
your money .
C.You are mad not to spread your money around.
D.There will be risk in any investments.

Passage 2

! Opportunities for rewarding work become fewer for both men and women

as they grow older. After age 40, job hunting becomes even more difficult. Many
workers stay at jobs they are too old for rather than face possible rejection. Our
youth-oriented, throw-away culture sees little value in older people. In writer
Lilian Hellman’s words, they have “the wisdom that comes with age that we
can't make use of.”

7 Unemployment and economic need for work is higher among older women,
especially minorities, than among younger white women. A national council re-
ports these findings . Though unemployed longer when seeking work, older wom-
en job-hunt harder, hold a job longer with less absenteeism, perform as well or
better, are more reliable, and are more willing to leam than men or younger
women . Yet many older women eamn poor pay and face a future of poverty in
their retirement years. When “sexism meets ageism, poverty is no longer on the
doorstep — it moves in” , according to Tish Sommers, director of a special study
on older women for the National Organization for Women.

6 Yet a 1981 report on the White House Conference on Aging shows that as
a group,older Americans are the “Wealthiest, best fed, best housed, healthiest,
most self-reliant older population in our history.” This statement is small com-
fort to those living below the poverty line, but it does explode some of the old
traditional beliefs and fears. Opportunities for moving in and up in a large com-
pany may shrink but many older people begin successful small businesses, vol-
unteer in satisfying activities, and stay active for many years . They have few role
models because in previous generations the life span was much shorter and ex-

[j Notes:

@ make use of § JH,
FIFH(L6)

@ absenteeism §" T,
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pectations of life were fewer. They are ploughing new ground.

3 Employers are beginning to recognize that the mature person can bring a
great deal of stability and responsibility to a position. One doesn't lose ability
and experience on the eve of one’s 65th or 70th birthday any more than one
grows up instantly at age 21.

(336 words)

6. After the age of 40,

A.most workers are tired of their present jobs

B.many workers tend to stick to their present jobs

C. people find their jobs more rewarding than before

D. people still wish to hunt for more suitable jobs
7. From Heilman's remark, we can see that

A.full use has been made of the wisdom of older people

B. the wisdom of older people is not valued by American society

C.older people are no less intelligent than young people

D. the wisdom of older people is of great value to American society
8. Tish Sommers argues that

A.older women find it hard to escape poverty

B. older women usually perform better in their jobs

C. the major cause of the poverty of older women is sexism

D.more people have come to believe in sexism and ageism
9. According to the third paragraph, it can be seen that older Americans

A . have more job opportunities than young people

B.live below the poverty line

C.have new opportunities to remain active in society

D.no longer believe in the promise of a happy life upon retirement

10. It can be concluded from the passage that the writer .
A.calls attention to the living conditions of older Americans
B.believes that the value of older people is gaining increasing recognition
C. attempts to justify the youth-oriented, throw-away culture of the United
States

D. argues people should not retire at the age of 65 or 70

Passage 3

! In his book Meaning of Meaning , Professor I A. Richards, who lectured in | [7] Noes;
Beijing in the 1930s, divides meaning into four categories: sense, emotion, tone D be applied to 1t
and intention . think that it can be appropriately applied to the art of transla- Bereres (13)
tion . When translating some technical work or document, SENSE is of prime im- @ be of prime impor-
portance, hence the verbatim translation or word-for-word translation is pre- tance( comsideration) T8




