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PREFACE

The need for social identification and mutual assistance
among the Chinese of carly Singapore is reflected in the wealth
of associations that were created, many of which were no doubt
based on, or modified from, those which were found in their
country of origin. These associations performed various funciions
such as initiation, induction, mutual protection, social service,
entertainment, cic. which were basic necessitics to a ncwcomer
in a strange land. Unfortunately attention in the past had been
focussed on the necgative aspect of such associations, in particular
on the anti-social activities of the so-called “dangerous” or
“secret” societics. This, however, is understandable, as the latter
were likely to attract attention not only by their blatant lawlessness,
but also by their exotic and bizarre sub-culture. By comparison,
the other associations appeared to be too much taken for granted
by the Chinese on account of familiarity, and ignored by the

non-Chinese as unworthy of attention.

This, however, is changing. Maurice Freedman, for example,
in an article entitled “Immigrants and Associations: Chinese in
Ninetcenth Century Singapore” (Comparative Studies in Society
and History, Volume III, Number 1, October 1960) considered
the associations which the Singapore Chinese created and modificd
in the course of the nincteenth century, and made a number of
penetrating observations.  Charles Gambar, in his paper on
“Chinese Associations in Singapore” (Journal of the Malaysian
Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society, Volume XXXIX, Part 2,
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December 1966) described some of these associations in Singapore
and indicated the opportunities available for a deeper study into
the various phases of their development. With rapid social
changes threatening to erase the entire fabric of traditional
patterns of living in Singapore, it is perhaps all the more necessary
that research into these interesting institutions be encouraged and
undertaken.

The South Seas Society, therefore, welcomes this opportunity
to make available to a wider public this valuable collection of
material rela'ting to the Chinese associations of Singapore —a
collection which was assiduously made by Mr. Ngow Wah over
very many years. It is hoped that Mr. Ngow will continue
this labour of love and make available further material so as to

make the collection as complete as possible.

GWEE YEE HEAN
South Seas Society,

Singapore.
January 1975.
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