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MW oEE LESSON
MEETING SOMEONE
AT THE AIRPORT 1

Two ladies, Miss White in Hong Kong and the
vistitor, Miss Brown from London, do not know each
other so they are a little formal in their conversation.
Miss Brown is coming hete on a business trip. They
ate both friendly with Mary, who is in London and
who has asked Miss White to meet Miss Brown when
she artrives in FHong Kong and help her while she is
hete

Miss White has checked the time of the arrival
of the plane at the arrival desk and has gone into the
air port restaurant where she has ordered a cool drink.
T here are many sections in the air terminal building
including the atrival and depariute halls, the aitline
offices, the customs section, the restaurants, test
rooms and lounges.

Suddenly, on the television screen an airport
hostess announces the arrival of flight No. 133 from

London in five minutes. This ts Miss Brown’s plane.

1



Miss White pays the bill and walks to the arrival
hall to wait for Miss Brown to come through the
customs. She sees a young lady looking around

for someone and she walks towards her.

1. CONVERSATION

Miss White, Excuse me. Are you Miss Brown?
Miss Brown; Yes,! am,and you must be Miss W hite.
Miss White, Yes, that's right.
Miss Brown: It’s very kind of you to go to all this
trouble to meet me.
Miss White, Qh, it’s no bother at all. I'm only too
) pleased to help a friend of Mary’s. By the way,
how is she?
Miss Brown: Oh, she’s full of beans, as usual, and
_is thoroughly enjoying life in London. In fact,
"she saw me off at London Airport and sends you
her regards. .
Miss ‘White, I wanted to put you up at home, but
unfortunately my father has a friend from Manila
staying with us this week so I've booked you
into a hotel.
Miss Brown; That's very good of you. I was won-
dering if I would have any trouble getting into a
hotel without an advance booking.



Miss White;, Oh, 1'm sure you would have got a
room easily. There was a time when Hong Kong
was very short of hotels, but now we seem to
have more than enough.

Miss Brown,; I must say, 1 got throcugh customs very
quickly. In some places it takes ages.

Miss White: Did vou have to pay duty on anything?

Miss Brown: No, [ didn’t. Of course, I travel light
on a business trip and [ had nothing to declare. ‘

Miss White, Is this all the luggage you have?

Miss Brown; Yes, just a suitcase and an overnight
bag.

Miss White, Well, we’ll get a porter totake the case
and get a taxi for us.

Miss Brown; Now that we're outside the building, I
realise how cool the air-conditioning was.

Miss White, Unfortunately, this is the most humid
time of the year, when visitors always feel the
heat badly, especially those coming from colder
climates.

Miss Brown; The weather in England is certainly
very different from this. It was cold and wet
when I left yesterday.

Miss White; Now that we’ ve left the airport, you can
see that we are in an industrial area which is
rather noisy, dirty and overcrowded. ‘



Miss Brown: [’m afraid {actory areas are the same in
all countries.

Miss White: Sometimes [ wish that the drive {rom
the airport to town took in some of our many
beauty spots, especially when I am with people

“who are visiting Hong Kong for the Iirst time.

Miss Brown; Naturally you would want to show off
the best parts of Hong Kong to people who had
never been here before. [ see that you have the
same zebra crossings, traffic lights and road signs
as we have in England.

Miss White; Yes, but [ am sure the traific isn’t so
congested there.

Miss Brown; Well, I wouldn’t say that. London
traific is so heavy in rush hours that it may take
half an hour to travel 50 yards.

Miss White; We are coming into one of the main
shopping districts now. In fact, it is one of the
favourige haunts of the tourists who come to Hong
Kong on shopping sprees.

Miss Brown; Although [’m here mainly on business,
I’ m looking forward to browsing round some of
your wonderful shops and picking up one or two
things which are typically Chinese to take back
with me. | want some souvenirs of my visit here.

Miss White; [canassure you that you’ll have plenty of
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choice. The shops are full of things which are
worth having, and quite teasonable in price. In {act,
many of them are extremely cheap, only costing a
dollar or two.

Miss Brown; A dollar is 1/4d. in English money,
isn’t it?

Miss White; Yes, that’s right. There are 14.5 dollars
to the pound.

Miss Brown; [ was wondering why there were so many
taxis on the roads in Hong Kong, but I can see
from the meter that the taxi fares here are much
cheaper than in London.I only use a taxi on very
special occasions. »

Miss White; People use taxis a lot in Hong Kong
because they are quite cheap and it saves the
bother of parking a car.There are plenty of buses,
but often one has to queue for a long time before
being able to get on one.

Miss Brown; Yes, I can see how crowded the buses
are. I suppose public transport is one of the big-
gest problems of an over-populated city like Hong
Kong.

Miss White, Yes, it certainly is. «

Miss Brown: The double-decker buses are iike the
ones we have in London, so I feel quite at home
here already.



Miss White; We also have many Public Light Buses
which carry 9 to 14 passengers on both sides of
the harbour.

Miss Brown:; Mary told me that trams are still in use
on the island. Is that right?

Miss White, Yes it is. They seem out o place in a
modern colony like Hong Kong. Most cities got
rid of trams years ago.

Miss Brown. | understand you also have a cable car
here.

Miss White; You must mean the Peak Tram. Visiting

_the Peak is a “must” for every tourist because
the view irom the top is breath-taking. -

Miss Brown; 1 shall have to spend an afternoon doing
that. .

Miss White; You’ll have plenty of time later on, Right
now, your main concern is to get. settled .into your
hotel. ‘

Miss Brown: I have only been in the Colony for

, about half an hour but I’m fascinated already.

Mlss White; I hope you feel the same when you leave.

 What did you think of our runway? |

Miss Brown: I've never seen one like it before. I
really thought the plane was going to land on the
water. '

Miss White; We are very proud of our airport with
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the runway built out into the harbour.

Miss Brown, That is what makes travelling so excit-
ing. I'm sure that this is the beginning of an
unforgettable stay in the Orient.

Miss White; Before vou leave, 1’11 take you to as
many places as possible. I have two weeks’
holiday so my time is yours.

Miss Brown: That is very generous of you. Thank
you.

Miss White; Don’t mention it, it’s a pleasure. Here

we are at the hotel now.

2. NEW WORDS AND EXPRESSIONS

airport [‘eepoit] KHlIH

business trip [‘bizinis trip] HZ-

air terminal [eo “torminl] AlIHARE

flight number [flait ‘namba]  Ai¥E -

customs [‘kastemz] #B% :

duty [‘dju:ti] B

declare [di‘klea]l  HIIE (HBLAED :

luggage (baggage) [‘lagidz Cbegidz)]l 7%

porter [‘paita]l BT A; CKEM. RIEEH) TEHK
BT ' .

air-conditioning [‘eokon.difoninl A .

humid [hju:mid] #EN



industrial area [in‘dastrial ‘esria]l LY KX

overcrowded [.ouvo'kraudid] 1%

beauty spot [‘bju:ti spot] MNMERX

zebra crossing [“zi:brs, “zebrs, ‘krosig]
gk, ATHEZ

traffic light [‘treefik lait] ZL8%4T

congest [kon'dzest]  7oiths T

haunt [ho:nt]l  HEEEH

spree [spri:] s LW HINERITA

browse [brauz] HI%; BRMBNEEARRE LK

souvenir [‘suivenial 423Y, L

taxi [‘teeksi] HAERZE, HERE

meter [‘mi:te] HBE

queue [kiju:l HEBAS{R

over-populated [,ouva'popjuleitid] ARE%

tram [trem] HHBRE

runway [‘ranweil HE

by the way MAEH—T; M#HER—F

full of beans HESE; MEHRA

see somebody off FHE AR

put up & (OE BHE

advance booking WIT

mors than enough #i&H R

overnight bag EEWITE

 take in E--BIEEN

show off ZME, HF; HREW, EFB
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rush hours (@) K%, BiErE GERIE L. T
BEHE]D

look forward to [y

taxi fares HFLRER

public transport NIt E T A

double-decker bus IJZ/AdEZ:

be/feel at home HEHOCEER—F TiE

Public Light Buses /NEINHEE:

out of place REFEHM; AWM

get rid of W, FH, B

3. TRANSLATION

PR £k, TET W F/INERIR B0 B BI/NEFH R AR,
AL EERSH LN, AENEREANRF ENEX F B
B, WAERIRIC BRI REE, BRERAENMLEGRR/NE K B
B £8BE—TF, HERERBENBS MR,

FRMEENBE NENAEE T T WIERANKE &, 3%
ANBRETHECTERR, FFAEE RS, QEAERT .
HIBRIT, MEARDEL. X BT, BEENKREXT,

RR, —NUNFH LRGSR ERUERL, HHKXA K £
133RABER AL $E B A, X BLRAT B/ NEFT RIS L. #7458 /D
EAEERABKTES, SH/NERX. BEL—NEELT &
RIRFGERIRA, BT L&

WhsE EIN, R BIEY ?



WHANE R, IBIR—TL TR NET
WEANE 3.
AHNE  IRRERICRIE D, BHREST,
WH/NE B, — SRS B R AR RSN T.
B —T, Wik ?
AEI/NE s, MIRER—HENERE, EERNAERERN &
. Sbr B FCEAT A RRT, BB A IRERF.
e BABLRERREE X, TEADERE -NREAND
Rk, XEHBMAEERNT ITUBRERETT T A5
Al
HHNE KBRIEIRT . RECERAREREA TUTEEE T LRIE.
WH/NME B REESBEMSEBE ERITN. 57 -BFEE
BRiED, MREMFREERT,
ABANME RERIN, XBEEXER. FEREREURKH
&,
/e RERAREZEARB ?
ME/NME BE. B8, REBEHE, URRERAERR.
FENE  XERRIRNEMTED 7
mENE BE, B—RETR—-REERT .
FEAE T, BENERMREIREET BERIMM—FHHE
HEX.
MEANE TR, B RSARNANERE SRR, :
frE/hE BRI, MER—FREERKNNER. BELSRERIR
[, HARRBABEBELBXA,
HPNE RENSEOHRIEAR—F, EREBAN, BILX
7 X 8o :
FR/NME BNESEIT THE, IRTLEREMNS TR, E
AMBRFHINX T,
AHPNE  BEFEERO LK EX L)
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RN BFEEE ZERMANSEHENR LR ~E R E K
BT T, REAREREERREREOEAN, BAEXRNE E,

FENE  XFIBEMREINIFEOA, RNBRRBLBNIIEEE
BEEZOM Y, REPXBEREE R, hEATHEES. O
FTREER,

/AR B, ARG EENZEE R SR 4.

ENA T8, REBCIG. b TEIRN, SR @R,
FESORLRE R AR (LY R ke

ABEEH—ADHT.

HWhE BAT TSR NE S RSN, ER2BFEE) AR
BEHOHEREESE, L—, NeafohERETES, RE
TR LR,

FEANE  BETAREESRER,. MIEENREEEZNE, HEF,
Prigtor Al K LFSHaEEER, RiE— ZaEmR
EEFE,

HRNME —REMETRERA AL, N5 7

REE/ANE R, —REEFTU.5TTHEM.

FE/NME ﬁﬁ%%é%%iﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ%&ﬁﬁioMﬁ%%kﬁ
EHXLMERARERIERNEES S RELHRBERK
1§ IR FHBEITER.

FESNE EEE, AMERAREESE, BMMTRAIRE, &8
FIRW T EENRN. BAAKERS, BERZSEEHRA
BHAIBIBAA E1F 2.

FBUNME FRR, RESAKAERSHFRANNARLZERNE #
XA A Ot o R BT BRI .

TRE/NE BB R X, -

HANE  XILOREALRERBIEEN R, FTUEREXE
BRI TSAERE—#T.
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