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@Q Willium Shubkespeare

1
Toby remembers

y name s Toby. ['m an old man, eighty-three the
waring, My heouse is nght m the middle of Stratford-
uporr Avon, and I can watch the strect market (rom my
window. Bat 1 live very quietly now. 17 m just an old man,
sitting in a chair.

I once knew the greatest man in England. For thirty years |
wis his [riend. I worked with him in the rheatre, through the
good times and the bad times. He was & good [riend ta me. He
was also the best playwnght, the best poet, ihal ever Lved in
England. Will Shakespeare was his name.

[ saw all his plays in the theatre. People loved them. They
shouted, laughed and cried, ate oranges, and called [or more.
All kinds of people. Kings, Quecns, Princes, great lords and
ladies, poor people, the boys who held the horses. . everyune,
Will Shakespeare could please them all.

He put me in a play once. Well, he used my name—Toby.
Twelfth Night was the play, | remember. Sir Toby Belch.
He was a big {at men, who liked drinking too much and
having a good tme. Queen Elizabeth the First watehed thas
play—on Twellth Night, the 6th of January, 1601, She liked
i, 100.

Will” s dead now, of course. He' s been dead mare than

thirty years, and no one sees his plays now. The Puritans have
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"ﬁ'ﬂ Willium Shokespeare

closed all the theatres. There’ s no singing, no dancing, no
plays. It wasn't like that in my young days. We had a goud
time in London, Will and 1. ..

[’ ve no teeth now, and my hair has all fallen out, bur | can
still think—and remember. | remember when Will and 1 were

young, just boys really. ..
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Stratford-:lpon-Avon

t was 2 sutnny day in October 1579 when I [irst met

Will, just outside Stratford, near a big 'teld of apple
trees. I saw a boy up in one of the trees. He had red hair and
locked about two years older then me.

*What are you doing up there?’ I called.

‘Just getting a few apples,” he said, smiling.

‘Those are Farmer Nash’s apples, * 1 said, ‘and he’ll send
his dogs after you if he sees you,’

‘Mr Nash has gone to market, ’ the boy said. *Come on!
They' re good cpples.’

The next minute 1 was up the tree with him. Bt Will was
wrong. Farmer Nash wasn’ « st the market, and a few
minutes later we saw his angry red face &wowve the wall on the
far side of the field.

Will and I ran like 1the wind and only stopped when we
reached the river. We sat down to eat our apples.

Will was filteen, and lived in Henley Sireet, he told me.
His father was Johin Shakespeare, and he had a sister, loan,
and two younger brothers, Gilbert and Richard. There was
another sister who died, [ learnt later. And the next year he
had another brother, httle Edmund—ile baby of thc {family.

‘Now. wnat about you?” he asked.

. 1 - ¥ .
There's only me and my sister, ” [ said. * My parents are
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"~ﬁ'§ Willium Shakespeure

dead, and we live with my mother’s brother. He's a shoe-
maker in Ely Street and I work for him. Whart do vou do?”

‘T go to Mr Jenkins’ schoot in Church Street,” Will said.
‘Every day, [rom seven o’ clock untit five o’ clock. Not
Sundavs, of course.’

T was sorey for him. “lsn'c it boring? ' I asked.

*Sometimes. Usually it s all right.” He lay back and put
his hands behind his head. ‘But we have to rcad and learn all
these Latin writers. I wan to read modern writers, and Eng-
lisk writers, like Geofrey Chaucer. Can you read?” he asked.

"Of course Tean read!” 1 said. ‘T went to school.’

Will sal up and began to eat another apple. "I want 1o be a

writer, = he said. ‘A poct. T want that more than anylhing i

p

We were [riends from that day, until the day he died. We met

the world.”’

nearly every day, and Le taught me a lot about books and
poetry and writers. He always had his nose in a hook.

When Will left school, he worked for his Iather in Flenley
Street. John Shakespears was a glove-maker, and he had other
husiness téo, like buyving and selling sheep. Bun Will wasn’
inlerested.

'What arc we going w do, Toby”" he said to me ane dav.
“We can’ 1 spend all cur lives making shoes and gloves!’

Well, ’ 1 said, “we could run awav to sea anc he sailors.

Sail round the world, like Francis rake.’
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,\?3,5} Wiiliam Shukespears

Lirake satled back to Plymouth in 1581, after his three-vear
1ourniey roand the world, hat we were stildl in Stratford. We
made o of plans, but nothing ever came of them.

Will was still reading a lot and he was already writing poers
himself. He sometimes showed then: 1o me, and [ said they
were very good | didn’ ¢ really know anything abour pociry
then, but he was mv friend. '

Will was nou bappy with his writing. * I’ ve got so much ©
lewrny, Toubv,” he said. *So much 1o learn. ®

Poor Will. He had a lot to learn aboul wormen, too. {ne
dav in Cletober 1582 he came to my house with a long facc.

"Il never leave Stratford. ' he said.

‘Why not?' L asked. *We Il get away one day. You' lf see.”

“Perhaps sou will, ” he said, “but 1'm going to be marned
in a few weeks” time. To Anne Hathaway. '

My mouth fell open and stayed open. * Married! To Anne

‘Hathaway? Is that the Hathaways over at Shottery™’

“Yes, " Will said. I was working on some shoes on 1he
tallle, ard Will picked one up and locked at it.

‘Well, er, she’s a line girl, of course, * 1 said uncomflort-
ably. *DBut. .. but, Will, she” s twenty-six and you’ re only
eighteen!’

‘I know, ” Will seid. "But I've got 10 marry her. '

"0h no!’ | said. ‘You mezn, she’s. ..’

"That’ s right, * said Will. *In about six months' time 1'm

going o be a lather.’
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‘\ﬁrﬂ Waillrom Shakespeare

3
. The actors come to town

i1l married Anne Hathaway in November, and she
vame to live in Henley Street. John Shakespeare was

pleased that his oldest son was married, but 1 don’ 1 think
Will' s mother wanted him to marry so young. Families co-t a
lot of meney, and John Shakespeare was having a lot of money
troubles in those days. Times were hard in Henley Sireet.

Susanna was born the next May. All babies look the same to
me, but Will was very pleased with her.

‘Lock, Toby, she'sgot my eyes, ' he said happily. ‘She’s
going 1o be as beautiful as the Queen of Egypt, and as clever as
King Solomon. '

“Oh ves?' 1 said. " All parents talk like that about their
children. T don’t helieve a word of it.’

I didn’ 1 sce much of Will's wife. 1 knew she didn™t ke
me. Ta her, | was ane of Will’ s wild friends, who gor him
into trouble. She came from a very serious, Puritan {amily.
Lots of -hurch-going, and no singing or dancing.

Soon there was another baby on the way, and one evening
in February [5835 | burried round to Henley Street 1o hear the
news. Will” s sister, loan, opencd the door, and then Wil
came running down the stairs.

‘It"s 1wo of them!’ he said. “Twins! A girl and a boy.

Ien 't that wonderful!’
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