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LESSON ONE

HOW MARX LEARNED FOREIGN
LANGUAGES
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Karl Marx was born in Germany, and Ger-
man was his native language. When he was still
a young man, he was forced to leave his home-
land for political reasons. He stayed in Belgium
for a few years; then he went to France.
Before long he had to move on again. In 1849,
he went to Englqu and made London the base
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for his revolutionary work.

Marx had learned some French and English
at school. When he got to England, he found
that his English was too limited. He started
working hard to improve it. He made such
rapid progress that bcefore long he began to
write articles in English for an American news-
paper. In fact, his LEnglish in one of these
articles was so good that Engels wrote him a
letter and praised him for it. Marx wrote back
to say that Engels’ praisc had greatly encouraged
him. However, he went on 10 explain that he
was not too surc about two things —- the gram-
mar and some of the 1dioms.

These letters were written in 1853, Ia the
years that followed, Marx kept on studying
English and using 1t. When hie wrote one of his
great works, The Cll War in Frawce, he had
mastered the languaage so well that he was able
to write the bock in English.

In the 1870°s, when Marx was already in
his fiftics, he found it important to study the
situation in Russ:a, s¢ he began to learn Russian.,

At the end of six months he had Icarned enough

e 2



to read articles and reports in Russian.

In one of his books, Marx gave some advice
on how to learn a foreign language. He said
when a person is learning a foreign language,
he must not always be translating everything in-
to his own language. If he does this, it shows he
has not mastered it. He must be able to use the
foreign language,forgetting all about his own. If he
can not do this, he has not really grasped the spirit
~of the foreign language and can not use it freely.

WORDS AND EXPRESSIONS

Karl Marx [Z/5 « Thoi i1 (1818 --1883)

Germany ['dzo:moani] . 4[]

native ['neitiv] adj. K[Efy. 4101y
one’s native language [ i/i; A Ji: %

force »t. 503, iHiffi

h'g.fneiand ['houmlend] n. #H[E

political [pa'litikil] adj. Wity

Belgium 'beldzom] n. [} Fikf

beforc long AALLG

base [beis| n. JLRll A b, HUE D

revolutionary [ reva'lu:fnari] adj. Y

n. iy &
limit ['limit] of. PR&Y, Bl



limited [limitid] adj. 7iFREy
improve [im'pru:v] of. ;%
vi. Be3E; Hm
rapid ['reepid] adj. @y, dEM
.progrcss ['prougres ] n. MEJg; 3t
make progress UGS
article ['a:tikl] = %%, i3 7
Engels [‘engeols] Bkl (Friedrich ['fri:drih], JhH4EHR
7, 1820—1895)
praise [preiz] ot. & n. %15, #£1%
greatly ['greitli] aedv. JcAch; {E%
encourage [in'karidz] of. $tfi)
however [hau'eva] comrj. #Kifi, o] %; (B8R
grammar ['greema] n. &7
idiom ['idiam] n. jgi%E, S1HfiE
follow ['folou] wt. PRRf; (FmBHil, kfFs) i
keep on (doing something) BEL(BREE); RE (A H)
works n. ZFEf, RS T
civil ['sivl] edj. HAKY
master vi. $5il; g
situation [sitju'eifon] n. {2, ;B -
Russia ['tafa] ». {§E; iR B
translate [treens'leit] ve. #i%
~ translate ... into ... Foeveeer 1237 ALCREN
grasp [gra:sp] of. #Rfk; 404y Hmingm) %18, T
freely ado. H 1 Bk
« 4 .



NOTES TO THE TEXT

1. When he was still a2 young man, he was forced to
leave his homeland for political reasons. b {E#H £
REAR, bt T BGG BB va B r T E,

XMy Fr for Y, T H B, X
He was praised for his hard work. fb[H HT {E%
HZET #4%,

2. He made such rapid progress that before long he
began to write articles in English for an American
newspaper. fhif SR, RAGRIFBRAE B —-KRER

such ... that (ingk------LAE) RS SEERRIEN
19, such UMy Sl AT LA %, AT LAR 4 S, B
BT S A, BAE such 2 ERIAZER, X

She is such a good teacher that all of us love
and respect (&) her. i & — {7 MAFMEIG, ;1158
A b

3. In the years that followed, Marx kept on studying

English and using it. 7EiXx 25 LA, T B 4kgh 2%
CAIFERRIE,
that followed %2 iE /MM AT, 410N H i 4
ii the years,
keep on (doing somethimm k& (st ) KA (i
HP). Xin:
Keep on trying. You’ll make even greater pro-
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- gress. 4kZESL ), (RAMAFIE AL ),

Why do you keep on making the same mistake?
I LR E LSRR AR e
. The Civil War in France <jLE2:UPq4%k>

XRS5 M HBR T A 25 Cf — EBR) i 45 5
L CRERNRT MBILWEEMN X TORAE
vio MLEARLAMUGH R, 1871465 H 30 1, B e
RGN OHIR TR M TRy, R —3%md, i
JirBRENR A 1 A AR
. In the 1870’s, when Marx was already in his fifties,
he found it important to study the situation in
Russié so he began to learn Russian. 75+ Juitkée -t
TR D BE AR ALY T, bt urseiRIE i 2 )
M AR IF4 % Sk iE,

1870°s {bwR[EGpX 1870s, (i% eighteen seventies)
IR AR,

in his fifties fibf-}-JL 40

fiftics JL fifty f% RO, 7ok TSRS, A Ti |-
FETICAILY s b K4, WILLBE twenties (= L9,
thirties (Z-}JL%), forties (PY |-JL%), Sis.

v it & found fIE sk, !iJI-,\hTu?_jr Wt
it to study the situation in Russia; important 24z
AR
- In one of his books: Marx gave some advice on how
to learn a foreign language. t} i /¢ fib iy — A4 5 1 2f
I SUOMREAR I T — e i,



i on AT, 1R RTFTUR, TRRMEE how to
learn a foreign language {E/rii]l on {5EiE,
. He said when a person is learning a foreign lan-
guage, he must not always be translating everything
into his own language. {ib il — " ATESE SIS ER, A
LA 2B A BIE,

XA ALK himust not AR K 1 r A9 R
W KRR L R e A B "SRR, fEmust not
HORE A2 0L always, Wik TR IE. Xn:

You must not always be talking so much. A
FLi%E ik 2 %15,
. He must be able to use the foreign language, for-
getting all about his own. 1th— & EhHef BN 7E A IME
WOl %, S8 A i AR KR,

EXERCISES

I. Answer the following questions:

1. In what country was Karl Marx born?

2. Whatl was Marx’s native language?

3. Did he find his English good enough when he
got to England?

4. He made rapid progress in English not long
after he came to London, didn’t he? Give an
example.

5. What did Engels do when he found Marx had
made rapid progress in his English?



6. How did Marx answer him?

10.

11.

12,
13.

Did Marx stop learning English after he had
made such progress?

In what language did Marx write The Civil War
in France?

When did Marx start learﬁing Russian? Why?
How long did it take him to learn Russian well
enough to read articles and reports?

What advice did Marx give on how to lcarn a
foreign language?

How long have you been learning English?
What should we learn from Marx in mastering

a foreign language?

Il. For each word in Column A find a word or phrase

of similar meaning in Column B:

A B
force 1. quick
homeland 2. make or become better
improve 3. much
rapid 4. make somebody do something
greatly 5. ome’s native country
follow 6. change from one language
into another
situation 7. come or go after
translate 8. condition



ITI

IV.

Transiate the following into Chinese and tell what

part of speech each italicized word is:

1.

0
s

3.

We haven’t enough food for everybody.

You can never be careful enough.

Is the ice hard enough to skate on?

I've got enough to do at the moment.

Znough has been said on hew to learn a foreign

language.

. What time did you get home from work vyester-

day?

Our soldiers quickly broke through the enemy's
defence works. _

This book is one of the great works by Lenin.
His father has worked in this chemical works

for over twenty years.

Fill in the blanks with so ... that or such (a or

an) ...
1.

that:

Table tennis is ___ interesting game ___ peo-
ple all over the world play it.

He spoke —__ fast ____ I couldn’t follow him.
It was ___ warm day ____ they went swimming.
The teacher was ____ pleased with Zhao Ming’s

progress in his English ____ he praised him in
class.
A TV set can be made __ small ___ it may

be casily placed in a watch.



6. It was ___ good exhibition ___ he went to scc

it several times.

7. This is ____ important meeting —_ you should
attend it.
8. The Frenchman caught . bad cold ___ he

coughed day and night.
V. Translate the following into English:
Lo PRE RS riIR RS, (to improve)
2. fb—HTHERL1-£%, (1o keep on)
3. SERFFEALRMNNGT M — I HTAT % (task), (to
master)
4o Wi IR 2RI 0 B, (o grasp)
5. RPN CHEECIECEER YT . (to give
advice on)
6. LMK A AMELIR ~TilKB: T. (before long)
7. BEOA BB For s, (1o encourage)
8. ZARE N HEAEACh I KA TR sk, (in the
1980’s)
VI. Put the verbs in the correct tenses:
Before they ___ (go) to England, Lenia and
“his wife —___ (translate) a whole book from Eng-
lish into Russian. They __ (think) they ___
(master) the English language quite well.
After arriving in London, however, they ___
(find) they ___ (can, not understand) the people
there, and nobody —_ (understand) them. This
e JO



— (force) them to learn spoken English from

the beginning. They —__ (start) going to all
kinds of meetings. At the meetings, they —__(sit)
or (stand) in the front and carefully
(watch) the speakers’ mouths. They . (try)
hard to grasp thc spirit of the specches ({u{ijf).
They — _ (go) very often to Hyde Park (H{2
[d)to listen to people speaking frecly on the situa-
tions at home and abroad(Ji#}). Lenin __ (show)
great intcrest in listening to them and _—__ (lcarn)

a great deal of spoken English in this way.

Some time later, from a ncwspaper, Lenin —__
(learn) that two Englishmen ___ (want) to ex-
change(7¢ i) lessons. Before long Lenin . (get)
in touch (jE#) with them. He ___ (teach) them
Russian and they —__ (teach) him English. Lenin
—— (keep) on studying with them for some time,
and ___ (find) his spoken English grcall;' im-
proved. In this way Lenin ____ (make) rapid pro-
gress in his'Eng]ish study.

Read the following passage and put it into Chinese:

Once Lu Xun spoke to the youth about the
study of foreign languages. He said:

“You must not give up studying foreign lan-
guages for even a day. To master a language,

words and grammatical rules are not enough. You

o 11 »



must do a lot of reading. Take a book and force
yourself to read it. At the same time, consult
dictionaries and ‘'memorize grammatical rules. After
reading a book, it is only natural that you won't
understand it all. Never mind. Put it aside and
start another one. In a few months or half a year,
go over the first book once again; you are sure to
understand much more than before ... Young peo-
ple have good memories. If you memorize a few
words every day and keep on reading all the time,
in four or five years, you will certainly be able

to read works in the foreign language.”

youth [ju:6] n. Hig memorize [‘memoraiz] vf. 2{E

grammatical [gra'metiksal] adj. | natural ['nwetfol} adj. [15R65
Gk Never mind. AL,

consult [kon'salt] «f. 25 aside [o'said] adv. E—4



