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To the Teachers

Drogress in Listening and Speaking is a book of listening and speaking activities for
intermediate students of English. There are 15 main units and a listening test. Each main unit
is based on a different topic or theme and within each of them there are three or more listening
comprehension exercises and some speaking activities, designed to stimulate students to
share their ideas, opinions and experiences with each other. The topics selected are the ones
which are generally useful and realistic. and which students at this stage need and want to
talk about in English. The activities and tasks designed in this book are generally also
interesting, challenging, and more importantly, relevant to the students themselves.

English is a language that is spoken not just in Britain, but all over the world — often
as a means of communication between people who have no other language in common.
The activities in this book don’t attempt to prepare learners for “life in Britain or America”
but for using English as an international language. During the course, however, some
background knowledge of these two chief English-speaking countries is also presented
and practised at many points. This is intended to prepare students in some way to live or
work in an English speaking situation in the future.

Progress in Listening and Speaking is designed to be used as the oral/aural component
of any course which concentrates mainly on reading and writing skills, e.g. for post-CET4
and CET6 English courses. And of course, it can also be used on its own as an intensive
“refresher course” or optional course for graduates as well as undergraduates who need to
develop their fluency in English after they have completed their English studies at the
elementary level. This book is also ideal for those pre-departure students who are on an
intensive English course which prepares them to study in an English speaking country.

Each unit in Progress in Listening and Speaking has three or more listening exercises,
the recording for which is on the tapes. Each listening exercise trains students’ listening
skills. At the same time, it provides students with a topic, a range of opinions or some
information based on which students can develop their language competence at a later
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stage. The language and the lexical items introduced in the listening material also help
students to participate more effectively in the activities that follow.

There is generally a ‘before’, "during” and ‘after’ phase to each listening exercise. In
brief, the phrases are as follows:

1. Pre-listening

Learners are introduced to the situation in which each conversation takes place. They
tind out their purpose in listening to the recording and any background information they
may need. This is generally fulfilled through some of the pre-listening exercises that are
specially designed for this purpose or through questions and answers that are included in
the directions of the listening exercise. It is noted that the lexical items listed after each
listening exercise should also be introduced at this stage. This is intended to enhance
students’ understanding of the recording in which these lexical items might prove
problematic and therefore hamper their comprehension in the first place.

2. Listening

Usually learners need to hear the recording twice: once to get used to the voices on the
tape and try to get the gist of the text: and the second to find out and note down the specific
points of information required by the task. These tasks may involve drawing a diagram,
filling in a chart or making notes, for example. Sometimes, two listening tasks are designed
on the same listening text, one to check the gist and the other the detailed information. Often,
only one listening task is designed checking both the gist and detailed information.

3. Post-listening

Learners compare notes or answers with their partners. They help each other in their
understanding of the listening text. Then. the teacher elicits the required information
from the students and makes sure they have the right answers. Usually, a third listening
follows here, which gives students a chance to find out where they went wrong and what

they missed in the previous listening.

In the speaking activities in Progress in Listening and Speaking, students work

together in pairs or in groups. Sometimes they can even move around the classroom,
talking to anyone they like. The aim is to encourage students to exchange ideas and opinions
with each other. In each activity students are given a purpose or task — and this makes the
activities much more rpotivating and realistic than just “answering question.” Most of the
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time, since students are directed to talk about themselves or things they are familiar with,
the activities tend to become more meaningful. Of course, this also makes the speaking
tasks easier to do so that weak students can have a go at them. Besides, the useful
expressions and the lexical items introduced in the listening text and elicited through the
pre-listening activities also help students in this way. The tasks are designed on the
assumption that Chinese learners of English are generally poor in this type of productive
skill — speaking. Some speaking activities also incorporate some language functions such
as making introductions, giving explanations, etc.

It is noted that some sort of checking or demonstration should be an indispensable
phase which follows a speaking activity. For instance, when students are supposed to
make some choices, the teacher could later elicit each of the students’ choices and make

some comments if they have made mistakes.

' How to Use Progress in Listening and Speaking .~ oo

Teachers and students are expected to select the units and activities that seem most
relevant and interesting to them. For instance, Unit One is only suitable for the first class
for a group of new students who do not know each other at this point. This would not be
meaningful for a class in which everybody knows everybody very well. Again, Unit Nine
might not be suitable for a group of adult students who are already married.

Only a rough guide is provided in this introduction. Hopefully, each teacher will use
Progress in Listening and Speaking in his or her own way, adapting the materials to the
needs of different groups of learners. The book is designed to stimulate learners and

teachers alike, not to contro! them.

The teacher has three main things to do while Progress in Listening and Speaking is

being used:
1. To get things started — making sure everyone knows what they have to do and
possess the necesssary vocabulary to do so.
2. To monitor the group at work, and sometimes, participate in it, and decide when
to stop the activity.
3. To lead a short follow-up discussion after each activity — providing further infor-
mation or making comments or doing any remedial work necessary.
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Hello ofe

1. b.

Hello

P air-work Speaking Do you know the other students in your class?
How can you get to know each other? How do you ask about each other’s
personal information such as name, address, age, hometown and major? Join a
partner and write down some of the useful expressions for asking about the
above information. Write down some more polite expressions as well.

e. g What's your name please’

L istening You will hear a conversation between a school secretary and a
student. The secretary asks the student 7 personal questions. Listen to the
recording and complete the table below with either the missing questions or the
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missing answers.
1) Moreno.
2) How do you spell your first name?
3) How old are you?
4) I'm Mexican.
5) . Spanish.
6) Are you married?
7) 'm a businesswoman,
1.c istening When friends meet, they will first greet each other. You will

L

hear six short greetings taken from different movies. Look at the greetings,

questions, and responses below. Listen to the recording and write the number of
the conversation in the circle next to the greeting, question and response you hear.

Gren‘ugs Quesribns Responses
O Hello. O How are you? O Great.
O Hi. (O How are things? O Oh, pretty good.
O Howdy! O How's everything? O Fine, thank you.
O Hey there! O How have you been? O Not bad.
O Good morning. O How's it going? O Just fine.
O Good evening. O What's up? O Not much.
Q Watson R2D2 Rhett Scarlett
Movie characters: , - .
LMmiey__ Minnie Juliet Superman

1.d. L

istening You will hear some people greeting some other people they
may or may not know. The following are the scripts of their conversations.

Listen to the recording and complete the missing words in the following boxes.

1. A: Hey,

2. A:Pete!

B: No, | don't think so.

ETHX

B: Mary. Mary Lamb. Oh, yes. |

? I”

%
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A: My name's John Wolf. remember you.
B: Oh, yes.We met skiing. A: Yeah, we met at Bill's party.
m
3. A Oh, hi. 74 AHI ?
B: Yes, Michael Crow. B: Yes, we are. My name's Sue Deer.

A: Michael, 'm Emma's sister. A: Nice to meet you, Sue. I'm George.
5. A HuLI'm Ann. Ann Fish. 6. A:Hello.I'm Chris Lion.

B: JAnn, B: Lyon? L-Y-O-N?
A , too. A

W hole-class-work Speaking Leave your seats and move around the
classroom. If there is anyone you don’t know in your class, try to get to
know him or her by greeting each other and exchanging personal information.
Take notes of your partners’ personal information in the table below. Get to

know as many people as you like in the class.

Student 1 Student 2 Student 3 Student 4

[ Name

Age

Address

Hometown

Major

Phone No.

P air-work Speaking Sometimes, you need to introduce your friend to
another friend. What expressions can you use to do this? How does your
friend greet this new friend? How does this new friend respond to the greeting?
Join a partner and work out a list of these expressions and write them down in



