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PREFACE

Using contour lines to depict landforms on topographic maps is of long standing. It is, up to now, still held to be
the most scientific and accurate way to indicate land relief, the run and shape of mountains, the degree of slopes, and
the width and depth of valleys, especially in large scale mapping.

However, a correct indication of the general feature of a mountainous region and various geomorphological chara-
cteristics with contour lines cannot rely solely on geometric accuracy in surveying and mapping reflected on topographic
maps. With regard to a topographic map, a sufficient correctness in topographic expression is also needed. Surveyors
and cartographers are thus required to have a fairly good knowledge of geomorphology, the principles of the classifica-
tion of relief features and the way of tracing them on topographic maps.

China is a country with a vast territory. The formation and changes of landforms in different areas all have their
respective peculiarities. The present atlas, being a large collection of data of this kind, supplemented considerably by re-
sults of practical surveys and adopting topographic maps of the scale of 1:10 000 as its main object, has seldom been
seen either at home or abroad.

The importance of utilizing and remaking nature nowadays is increasing with each passing day. The understanding
and basic monitoring of land features are of great and practical significance in the national economic construction. The
publication of this volume is expected to play a remarkable role in these aspects.

Wang Zhizhuo
Honorary President, WTUSM
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EDITOR’S NOTE

This Atlas is compiled by the Publishing House of Surveying and Mapping under the guidance of the National Bureau of
Surveying and Mapping. It consists of nine parts and a total of 206 aerial photographs (most of them are stereographs) reflecting
the main geomorphological features in China. There arel56 aerial photographs, which are chosen for being better able to represent
the typical geomorphological forms or difficult of geomorphological expression in plotting and from which topographical maps
have been made by aerophotogrammetric method. This Atlas is illustrated with 79 additional landscape photographs to help the
reader towards a better understanding of the geomorphological content by visual aids. The aerial photographs, topographic maps
and landscape photographs are complemented with brief captions elucidating the various landforms, their genesis and the main
points for plotting.

Qur main principles in planning the content and layout of this Atlas are as follows. First, the Atlas should gear to the needs
of large-scale topographic mapping; the types of geomorphy in the Atlas should find their expression on the maps; and those
aspects (such as periglacial landform) which cannot be expressed on the large-scale topographic maps should not be included in
this Atlas. Secondly, the Atlas should represent the basic types of landforms in China as inclusively as possible and introduce the
reader to the varied and unique landforms of China through aerial photographs and topographic maps. Thirdly, in arranging the
content, emphasis should be placed on the interrelationship between the genesis of the various land features and the landforms,
while the geomorphic nomenclatures should, as far as possible, identify with those customarily used among the geoscientific circles.
Fourthly,the space for the various parts of the Atlas should vary, as the difficulty in the representation of the various landforms
varies. Fifthly, the scale of the topographic maps in the Atlas is mostly 1:10000, but in a few cases (such as the glacial landform)
it is 1:50000. There are no spot heights or contour numbers on the topographic maps for the coastal landform. Photomaps being

credited with a unique feature, several have been included in the Atlas for the benefit of the reader.

Atlas of Landforms of China Editing Group
September 1985
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